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Official newspaper of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

By Brenda austin
 Sault High senior and Sault 
Tribe member Savanna Pinkoski 
has been awarded a Bill Gates 
Millennium Scholarship. 

 Pinkoski said the application 
process took some time to get 
though with the eight essays she 
had to write, her personal infor-
mation and a list of extra curricu-
lar activities. She will be attend-
ing Michigan State University 
her freshman year and hopes 

to transfer to Tennessee for her 
sophomore year. Her academic 
interests include math, science, 
engineering and business. She is 
undecided at this point on what 
she would like to major in.
 Pinkoski has been involved 
with the Sault Tribe Teen Court 
throughout high school by men-
toring younger participants, rep-
resenting the People during Teen 
Court hearings and providing 
valuable input as a jury member. 
“Her commitment to the program 
while balancing academics, ath-
letics, family, friends and leisure 
is undoubtedly admirable,” said 
tribal court staff member Amanda 
Gil. “Savanna brings a sense of 
pride to our tribal community and 
we wish her well in her future 
endeavors.”
 Along with her academic 
achievements, Pinkoski is a mem-
ber of the cross-country and track 
teams, takes part in Working on 
Wellness, Students United and 
the National Honor Society in 
addition to being part of the Web 

Page Design Team that will be 
headed to the Nationals in Florida 
for Business Professionals of 
America (BPA). 
 A hard worker, Pinkoski has 
been employed the past two 
years at a local pizza shop and in 
October started a second job at a 
local retail store.
 Her business education 
instructor at the high school, 

Cynthia Zain, said, “Way to go 
Savanna – it couldn’t have hap-
pened to a more deserving per-
son. Congratulations also on your 
first place win for BPA! Orlando 
here we come!” And coach James 
Martin said, “Humility, grace 
and exceptionalism are the three 
words I would use to describe 
Savanna. She is truly a once in 
a lifetime student/athlete. I can’t 

begin to tell you how proud we 
are of her.”
 The scholarship program 
grants 1,000 minority students 
each year a chance to further 
their education by paying the cost 
of their tuition, room and board 
and books for up to a doctoral 
degree.   
 She is the daughter of Tammy 
Pinkoski of Sault Ste. Marie.

Pinkoski awarded Millennium Scholarship

Savanna Pinkoski

Photo by Ed Furton
FIvE GENErAtIoNS oF FurtoNS — Sault tribe member Leona Furton pictured with her 25th and 26th grand-
children (the 27th has since made its arrival). Left to right, Leona Furton, daughter Gloria (Furton) Lowman, 
Gloria’s daughter Ashley (Lowman) Pele holding Laynie and Gloria’s son Jason holding his valentine’s baby, 
Kennedy Lowman.

 MARQUETTE — Two build-
ings owned by the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians 
were discovered vandalized 
last month, exposing asbestos. 
Following the worst possible sce-
nario, the tribe notified authorities 
and closed the buildings until the 
situation can be assessed.
 The buildings, located on 
the former KI Sawyer base in 
Marquette, are filled with RVs 
and boats stored for their owners 
by a business that has since been 
evicted. The tribe wants to make 
sure the building and its contents 
are safe before opening it to the 
public. 
 According to attorney Saulius 
Mikalonis, after the tribe took 
possession of the properties, an 
employee recovered a piece of 
piping that was found to have 

asbestos. The piping came from 
an act of vandalism in which cop-
per was stripped out of the walls, 
exposing asbestos that, up until 
then, was acceptably bound up in 
a “non-friable” condition, accord-
ing to Mikalonis.
 The tribe acquired the build-
ings, each about 40,000 square 
feet, after the closure of the 
KI Sawyer Air Force Base in 
2000. In 2010, the buildings 
were leased by a business called 
Second Street Storage, which 
rented space for RVs and boat 
storage. When the tenant stopped 
paying rent and taxes, the tribe 
started eviction procedures.
 Those with property in the 
storage buildings should contact 
Sault Tribe’s Insurance Dept. at 
523 Ashmun St., Sault Ste. Marie 
MI  49783; (906) 635-6050.

By Jennifer dale-Burton
 Michigan’s Natural Resources Commission 
(NRC) on May 9 authorized a wolf hunt in 
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, according to a 
Michigan DNR press release. The decision came a 
day after Gov. Rick Snyder signed legislation for the 
second time that allows wolf hunting in his state. 
 The Sault Tribe is opposed to wolf hunting along 
with United Tribes of Michigan. “I am deeply dis-
turbed by the Michigan legislature enacting legisla-
tion that is NOT based on science and the manner in 
which this legislation barreled down a path through 
a one-party house, senate and governorship,” said 
Sault Tribe Chairperson Aaron Payment. 
 Payment spoke on behalf of wolves and their deep 
connection with the Anishinaabeg at the Michigan 
tribes’ annual meeting with the governor, held last 
month. “At our recent State-Tribal Accord meeting 
between the governor and all 12 Michigan tribes, I 
cautioned the governor to not sign the bill given our 
culture, science, and conservation concerns. I specifi-
cally said, ‘The legislature may ignore the 60,000 
or so indigenous people of Michigan, but Governor, 
please don’t ignore the 250,000 Michigan citizens 
who signed the referendum.’”
 Payment added, “The State-Tribal Accord was 
set up to facilitate better government-to-government 
relations. I have tried repeatedly to get a meeting 
with the Governor to share our concerns. At this 
point, I am questioning the wisdom of my participa-

tion in an Accord where our input is not sought nor 
included and decisions that affect our shared resourc-
es are made unilaterally.”
 The NRC authorized a kill of 43 wolves in three 
areas the DNR calls wolf management units: 16 
wolves in Gogebic County, 19 wolves in portions 
of Baraga, Houghton, Ontonagon and Gogebic 
counties; and eight wolves in portions of Luce and 
Mackinac counties. The season will run from Nov. 
15 to Dec. 31 or until 43 wolves have been killed. 
Hunters can use firearms, crossbows, bow-and-arrow 
and traps. 
 The state will sell 1,200 licenses, $100 for resi-
dents and $500 for non-residents. 
 In January 2012, wolves in Michigan were 
removed from the federal list of endangered spe-
cies. In December 2012, wolves were declared a 
game species when Gov. Rick Snyder signed Public 
Act 520 of 2012. A referendum campaign opposing 
a wolf hunt in Michigan gathered signatures from 
253,705 Michigan voters and is being certified by 
the state’s Board of Canvassers. But the new law 
gives the NRC authority to declare a species a game 
animal in Michigan. 
 Michigan Humane Society Director Jill Fritz said 
efforts to keep wolves from being hunted are far 
from over. “We are definitely reviewing all of our 
options, but this is certain — that we will keep up 
the fight to keep Michigan wolves protected from 
being hunted and trapped,” she said. 

Michigan declares wolf hunt

Vandalism exposes asbestos 
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Northern Michigan tribes unite in effort to 
restore native plants and protect pollinators 
By Brenda austin 
 Drumming, demonstrations, 
talking circles and presentations 
greeted participants during April’s 
5th Native Plants Restoration and 
Pollinator Protection Workshop, 
aptly named Kinomaage – or 
“Teachings from the earth.” Sault 
Tribe hosted the workshop at 
their cultural center.
 Hands-on sessions for the 
group of about 40 participants 
involved demonstrations on seed 
cleaning, seed storage, invasive 
species and native seed harvest-
ing. 
 The Kinomaage series is part 
of the Wings and Seeds Project 
(Zaagkii) first launched in 2008 
by the Cedar Tree Institute, the 
U.S. Forest Service, Northern 
Michigan University’s Center 
for Native American Studies and 
Michigan’s Marquette County 
Juvenile Court.
 The intent of the workshops 
is to assist indigenous leaders in 
reclaiming key roles as traditional 

caretakers of Great Lakes botani-
cal ecosystems. The project is 
also a reminder to people that 
pollination is an essential eco-
logical function. According to the 
Kinomaage website, “Over 80 
percent of the world’s vegetables 
and fruits require a pollinator 
to produce. These pollinators 
include bats, butterflies, moths, 
flies, birds, beetles, ants and 
bees.”
 Representatives attended from 
five area tribes, including the 
Sault Tribe, Lac Vieux Desert, 
Keweenaw Bay, Hannahville, 
Bay Mills Indian Community 
and Northern Michigan 
University’s (MSU) Center 
for Native American Studies. 
Representatives from the tribes 
and MSU met with key present-
ers, which included Director 
of the Cedar Tree Institute Jon 
Magnuson, Ethno-botanist 
Scott Herron, Ph.D., Sault Tribe 
Environmental Program Manager 
Kathleen Brosemer and Jan 

Schultz, a botanist with the U.S. 
Forest Service, to share skills 
and experiences for use in col-
laborative efforts to restore and 
preserve native plants and protect 
area pollinators.
 Magnuson said pollinators 
bring integrity to the ecosystems 
by holding together the web of 
plant life by helping plants propa-
gate each other. 
 Schultz said, “There is a need 
for more collective partnering 
work in botany and restoration 
and environment issues related to 
climate change. We appreciated 
the tribe hosting this event. I hope 
we can continue our collaboration 
and really get to the heart of what 
the needs are for ethnobotany and 
botany and the restoration piece 
and that we can keep it going,” 
she said.
 The first four workshops were 
held at the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Community, Lac Vieux Desert 
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa 
Indians, Hannahville Indian 

Community and in Marquette, 
Michigan. Magnuson said talks 
have been initiated about the 
possibility of forming a partner-
ship with Bay Mills Community 
College and the Sault Tribe for a 
certificate program to train tribal 
members about seed harvest-
ing, identification and medicinal 
plants. “As indigenous commu-
nities, Native peoples have his-
torically been the custodians and 
caretakers for our natural resourc-
es,” Magnuson said. “They have 
a voice and a role that no one can 
really duplicate. Tribal commu-
nities need partners, no one can 
do anything alone these days. In 
terms of restoring and protecting 
the integrity of the ecosystems 
that we all share, this project is 
here to assist tribes to reclaim and 
carry out that promise.”
 Magnuson said the projects 
planning team hopes people 
attending the workshops would 
walk away with some technical 
knowledge about seed harvesting, 

stem regeneration and identifica-
tion of medicinal plants that are 
endangered. He said he hopes 
participants also came away with 
a vision and encouragement for 
continuing restoration work on 
their own reservations of bringing 
back native plants and protecting 
them for future generations.
 The Cedar Tree Institute is a 
non-profit organization that initi-
ates projects and provides servic-
es in the areas of mental health, 
religion and the environment. 
Magnuson has worked with tribes 
across the Pacific Northwest and 
over the last ten years has been 
working with tribal communities 
in northern Michigan. He has 
also taught at Northern Michigan 
University’s Center for Native 
American Studies. 
 For more information on the 
Kinomaage workshops or the 
Cedar Tree Institute, visit them 
online at: http://wingsandseeds.
org.

Drumming, demonstrations, talking circles and presentations greeted participants during April’s 5th Native Plants restoration and Pollinator Protection Workshop.

Above: Group talking circle. Below: Jan Schultz, a workshop presenter and botanist with 
the u.S. Forest Service.

Above: Sault tribe Environmental Program Manager Kathleen Brosemer (left) talking 
with a workshop participant. Below: Bud Biron (left) and Nathan Freitas, Sault tribe 
Environmental Program GIS technician.


