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Monarch Institute Trains Habitat Stewards who will Share their Knowledge 
with Future Generations 

 
Workshop attendees learning first-hand how to perform outdoor science experiments (Forest Service photo). 

Recently, Urban Connections collaborated with Forest Service International Programs, University of 
Minnesota Monarch Lab, and the Urban Ecology Center to host the “North American Monarch 
Institute.” Experts taught participants how to create schoolyard habitats for monarch butterflies, how to 
perform outdoor science experiments in the habitat, and build a class of future stewards. The institute 
brought together teachers from urban, rural, and tribal communities in Wisconsin, Illinois, and Michigan, 
and was featured on the “Lake Effect” segment of Milwaukee Public Radio. Monarchs are a tool to 
connect families in underserved areas to nature and environmental careers. Moreover, this effort helps 
build a community-level conservation network along the monarch’s migratory flyway.  

Point of Contact: Michael Rizo, Latin America and Caribbean Program Specialist, Washington Office 
International Programs, 202-569-1981 or mrizo@fs.fed.us. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/main/r9/workingtogether
http://wuwm.com/post/monarch-butterfly-workshop-comes-milwaukee-first-time
mailto:mrizo@fs.fed.us

	USDA Forest Service Botany in the News
	Monarch Institute Trains Habitat Stewards who will Share their Knowledge with Future Generations

