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Figure 147—Quick reference for the Forest Service Trail Accessibility Guidelines implementation process.i 14 Q i k f f h S i il A ibili G id li i l i

FSTAG 
may still apply.

Trail grade 
plus cross slope 

exceeds 40% 
for 20 ft or more?

Surface
 is NOT 

firm and stable 
for 45 ft or more?

Width 
is less than

 12 in for 20 ft 
or more?

Obstacle
 is 30 in or higher 

across width 
of trail?

No = 
Surface IS 
firm and stable.

Go to 
next 

limiting 
factor. 

 

Yes

 No

Surface

Trail 
Grade

Minimum
Trail
Width

Trail 
Obstacle

Go to 
step 

2. 

Document 
limiting 

factor(s), 
location(s), 

and data source.

Does condition 
for exception 

exist?

Document 
condition 

for exception.

Is 
compliance 

impracticable?

File documented
applicable condition 

for exception.
Notify U.S. Access Board.

Yes

No

No

Does trail 
connect to trail or

 trailhead that meets
FSTAG?

 Yes
Does 

Designed Use =
Hiker/Pedstrian?

Is trail 
new construction 

or alteration?
Yes

No No

No

 

Are there 
significant deviations on 

less than 15% of
 trail length?

Apply FSTAG 
technical provisions 

to entire trail.

Step

1. Determine Applicability of FSTAG

Step

2. Identify Presence of Limiting Factors 
 

 

Step

4. Calculate Cumulative Percentage of Exceptions

Comply with 
technical provision. 

Clear
Tread 
Width

Clear tread 
width complies

with 7.4.2?

Openings
Openings
comply

with 7.4.7?

Yes

 No

Step

3. Apply Technical Provisions
 

 
Trail grade 
can comply 
with 7.4.3.1?

Trail 
Grade

Trail cross slope
can comply
with 7.4.3.2?

Trail 
Cross
Slope

Resting intervals
can comply
with 7.4.4?

Resting 
Interval

 

Exception not allowed.
Comply with 

technical provision. 

Exception allowed.
Measure and record 

affected length of trail.Does condition 
for exception 

exist?

Yes

No

Go to 
next 

technical 
provision.

 

Protruding 
objects comply

with 7.4.8?

Protruding
Objects

Passing space
can comply
with 7.4.5?

Passing
Space

Tread
Obstacles

Tread obstacles
comply

with 7.4.6?

Surface
can comply
with 7.4.1?

Surface

Yes

When all limiting 
factors have been 
evaluated, 
go to step 3.

Yes

No

When all technical 
provisions have 
been evaluated, 
go to step 4.

Document and file 
cumulative percentage 

of exceptions. 
Notify U.S. Access Board.

Yes = 
Surface is NOT 
firm and stable.

Yes

FSTAG Quick Reference

FSTAG
 does not

 apply.

FSTAG
 does not

 apply.

FSTAG
 does not

 apply.

Applying the Forest Service Trails Accessibility Guidelines


