07/01/2020 to 09/30/2020
Gila National Forest

Schedule of Proposed Action (SOPA)

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.

Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected

Implementation

Project Contact

Projects Occurring Nationwide

Locatable Mining Rule - 36 CFR
228, subpart A.

EIS
*UPDATED*

- Regulations, Directives,

Orders

In Progress:

DEIS NOA in Federal Register
09/13/2018

Est. FEIS NOA in Federal
Register 11/2021

Expected:12/2021

12/2021

Nancy Rusho
202-731-9196
nancy.rusho@usda.gov

Description: The U.S. Department of Agriculture proposes revisions to its regulations at 36 CFR 228, Subpart A governing
locatable minerals operations on National Forest System lands.A draft EIS & proposed rule should be available for
review/comment in late 2020

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57214

Location:

UNIT - All Districts-level Units. STATE - All States. COUNTY - All Counties. LEGAL - Not Applicable. These

regulations apply to all NFS lands open to mineral entry under the US mining laws. More Information is available
at: https://lwww.fs.usda.gov/science-technology/geology/minerals/locatable-minerals/current-revisions.

Gila National Forest, Forestwide (excluding Projects occurring in more than one Forest)

R3 - Southwestern Region

Revision of Forest Plan for the
Gila National Forest

EIS

- Land management planning

In Progress:

DEIS NOA in Federal Register
01/17/2020

Est. FEIS NOA in Federal
Register 01/2021

Expected:05/2021

05/2021

Jenny Natharius
575-388-8483
jenny.natharius@usda.g
ov

Description: Forest Plan Revision. See https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/gila/home/?cid=STELPRD3828671 for more information

Web Link:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=51887

Location:

UNIT - Gila National Forest All Units. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron, Grant, Hidalgo, Sierra. LEGAL

- Not Applicable. This project encompasses the entire Gila National Forest located in the southwest corner of New

Mexico.

Gila National Forest

Black Range Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R3 - Southwestern Region
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Expected

Decision Implementation

Planning Status Project Contact

Gila National Forest

Black Range Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District) R3 - Southwestern Region

Black Mountain and Hillsboro

Peak Privy Project

CE
*UPDATED*

- Facility management

Dennis Fahl
575-894-6677
dfahl@fs.fed.us

In Progress: 03/2021

Scoping Start 01/13/2020

Expected:08/2020

Description: The privy%u2019s%u2019 at Hillsboro Peak & Black Mtn lookout towers are at capacity. It is time to replace both

Web Link:

with new privies which will include such things as removing old structures, blasting and/or digging new pits, &
building new structures.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57546

Location:

UNIT - Black Range Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron, Sierra. LEGAL - Hillsboro

Peak T16S RO9W SEC 04 AND BLACK MTN T10S R13W SEC 06. Hillsboro Peak is located approx. 3 miles north
of Emory Pass Vista off of Hwy 152 and Black Mountain Lookout is approx. 6 miles SW of Beaverhead Work
Station.

Chane Carter Powerline
Installation
CE

*UPDATED*

- Land ownership management

Dennis Fahl
575-894-6677
dfahl@fs.fed.us

Completed Actual: 04/23/2020 09/2020

Description: The proposed action would allow the installation of two new powerlines and associated poles on National Forest

Web Link:

System (NFS) lands by Sierra Electric Coop. One line would be ~0.6 miles and the other ~0.4 miles in length both
leading to private land.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57549

Location:

UNIT - Black Range Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron. LEGAL - T9S ROW SEC 26 &
34. Near Red Hill off of NM 59.

Continental Divide National
Scenic Trail Reroute near

Monument Park

CE
*UPDATED*

- Recreation management

Actual: 05/05/2020 07/2020 James Apodaca
575-894-6677

jwapodaca@fs.fed.us

Completed

Description: Currently, about 2 miles of the CDNST and Forest Service Road (FSR) 226 share the same travel route in the

Web Link:

Monument Park area. The purpose of this project is to separate motorized and non-motorized uses by
constructing approx. 1-2 miles of new trail.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57548

Location:

UNIT - Black Range Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Sierra. LEGAL - T11S R102 SEC 13.
Project is located in Monument Park approximately 12 miles west of Winston.
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Expected

Implementation Project Contact

Planning Status Decision

Gila National Forest

Black Range Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R3 - Southwestern Region

CE
*UPDATED*

Wanek Private Land Access

- Special use management

Patsy Ramos
575-388-8374
pramos@fs.fed.us

Completed Actual: 05/08/2020 07/2020

Description: Construction and issuance of a road easement to a private piece of property in exchange for a public easement

across private land along an existing road for public recreation access.

Location:

UNIT - Black Range Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Sierra. LEGAL - NE1/4SW1/4
SECTION 18 T.16 S., R. 8 W. South of Kingston, NM.

Gila National Forest

Glenwood Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R3 - Southwestern Region

CE

Catron County Public Target
Range north of Alma. NM

- Special use management

Patsy Ramos
575-388-8374
pramos@fs.fed.us

On Hold N/A N/A

Description: Re-issuance of an existing target range in the Glenwood, NM area

S1/2SE1/4 Section 16, N1/2NE1/4 Section 21, T.10 S., R.20 W., NMPM

Location:

UNIT - Glenwood Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron. LEGAL - S1/2SE1/4 Section 16,
N1/2NE1/4 Section 21, T.10S., R.20W., NMPM. North of the Deep Creek Road, approx. 4 Miles North of Alma,

NM.

Sacaton Wildlife Habitat
Improvement
CE

*UPDATED*

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants

Sandra Taylor
575-539-2481
sandra.taylorl@usda.g
ov

Actual: 04/17/2020 10/2020

Completed

Web Link:

Description: Project will consist of prescribed fire in the Sacaton area in Little dry to reduce risk of high-intensity wildfires.

Reduction of fuel loading will aid in improving wildlife habitat such as browse for deer & disrupt fuels adjacent to
T&E habitats.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57543

Location:

UNIT - Glenwood Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron, Grant. LEGAL - T.12S R19W
SEC36; T13S R19W SEC 1,2,11,12; T12S R182 SEC 6,7,29,30,31,32. Project is located approx. 8 miles SW of

Glenwood north of Grant Cty Rd 2-1.

Gila National Forest

Quemado Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R3 - Southwestern Region
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Expected

Decision Implementation

Planning Status Project Contact

Gila National Forest

Quemado Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District) R3 - Southwestern Region

Agua Fria Water System

CE
*UPDATED*

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
- Grazing management

Ralph Fink
575-773-4578
rfink@fs.fed.us

In Progress: 03/2021

Scoping Start 12/12/2016

Expected:10/2020

Description: Purpose of project is to improve existing water sources on the Agua Fria Allotment. Improvements would benefit

Web Link:

wildlife and livestock. Proposed to install approx. 2.7 miles of pipeline, 1 or 2 storage tanks, and 2 troughs.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=54675

Location:

UNIT - Quemado Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron. LEGAL - T1S R17W SEC
10,11,15. Located on the northern boundary of the district approximately 9 miles south of the community of
Quemado and west of highway 32.

Sheep Cabin Water System

CE
*UPDATED*

- Wildlife, Fish, Rare plants
- Grazing management

Ralph Fink
575-682-2551
rfink@fs.fed.us

On Hold N/A N/A

Description: Improve existing water sources on El Caso Allotment near Poison Cyn. These water improvement structures will

Web Link:

benefit wildlife, including bats, and livestock. Action will install approx. 2.3 miles of pipeline, 4 storage tanks, 3
troughs, and 1 well.

http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53421

Location:

UNIT - Quemado Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron. LEGAL - T1S R15W SEC 32;
T2S R15W SEC 5, 7, & 8. Approximately 13 miles south of Quemado, NM, on the El Caso grazing allotment within
Poison Canyon.

Willie Steele and Escondido
Trail Re-Routes

CE

- Recreation management

Lisa Dennisson
575-773-4678
Imdennisson@fs.fed.us

In Progress: 12/2020

Scoping Start 01/13/2020

Expected:07/2020

Description: Close trail segments of the Willie Steele and Escondido trails that access private land and construct approx. 0.5

Web Link:

miles for each trail around private land providing access entirely on forest lands.
http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55273

Location:

UNIT - Quemado Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron. LEGAL - T3S R18W SEC 8

(Willie Steel)AND T1S R15W SEC 18 (Escondido). Willie Steele is located approx. 30 miles southwest of
Quemado. Escondido trail is located approx. 12 miles southeast of Quemado off of County Rd A-145 in Fish Pond
Tank area.

Gila National Forest

Reserve Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R3 - Southwestern Region
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Project Name

Project Purpose

Planning Status

Decision

Expected

Implementation Project Contact

Gila National Forest Reserve Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one D

istrict)

R3 - Southwestern Region

Catron County Public Target
Range - Largo Canyon

CE

- Special use management

On Hold

N/A

N/A

Patsy Ramos
575-388-8374
pramos@fs.fed.us

Description: Re-issuance of an existing target range in the Reserve, NM area.
SW1/4 NE1/4, NW1/4 SE1/4 Section 32, T.6 S., R.18 W., NMPM.

Location:  UNIT - Reserve Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Catron. LEGAL - SW1/4 NE1/4, NW1/4
SE1/4 Section 32, T. 6 S., R.18 W., NMPM. Adjacent to Largo Canyon and 1/2 mile northwest of the Tularosa
River, approximately 2 miles northeast of Reserve, NM.

Gila National Forest  Silver City Ranger District (excluding Projects occurring in more than one District)

R3 - Southwestern Region

Silver City RD Trailhead/Parking
Improvements

CE

- Recreation management

In Progress:
Scoping Start 01/13/2020

Expected:07/2020

10/2020

Brian Martinez
575-388-8379
brianmartinez@fs.fed.u
S

Description: Currently, many of the district trail access points, lack such things as basic directional signs, information kiosks,
infrastructure, or clearly defined parking. Resource impacts have been identified, so proposal is begin
implementing improvements.

Web Link:  http://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=57547

Location:  UNIT - Silver City Ranger District. STATE - New Mexico. COUNTY - Grant. LEGAL - Turkey Crk T14S R16W
S21; Bear Mtn T17S R15W S1; NF Walnut T16S R14W S31, Little Walnut T17S R14W S3; Bear Crk T16S R13W
S30; Signal Pk/Meadow Crk T16S R13W S4,9. various trailheads on the Silver City Ranger District.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial
status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited
bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA
is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

This report contains the best available information at the time of publication. Questions may be directed to the Project Contact.
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