
 
How to Download NHDPlus Streams 

 
Introduction   NHDPlus is an integration of the medium resolution (1:100,000) National 
Hydrography Dataset (NHD), the National Elevation Dataset (NED), and the Watershed 
Boundary Dataset (WBD).  NHDPlus provides many more stream attributes than are 
available through NHD.   
 
This document provides a simplistic guide for downloading a stream network from NHDPlus.  
Refer to the User Guide for more information about the development and content of 
NHDPlus: 
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/documentation/NHDPLUS_UserGuide.pdf 
 
 
 
 

• Go to: http://www.horizon-systems.com/nhdplus/data.php 
• For the Pacific Northwest Region, click here: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• The following image shows that the Pacific Northwest Region is comprised of 5 units 
(17a-17e): 
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• Select the following file to obtain the stream network for all 5 units within the Pacific 
Northwest Region (a list of downloadable files appears at the bottom of the NHDPlus 
webpage and in the Appendix at the end of this document) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Choose Save 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• After downloading, unzip and extract the files to your workspace.  Be sure to check 

the boxes “All files/folders in archive” and “Use folder names” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some of the files included in this download are: 

o \NHDPlus17\Hydrography\nhdflowline.shp (streams) 
o \NHDPlus17\Hydrography\NHDWaterbody (lakes) 
o \NHDPlus17\HydrologicUnits\Subbasin (4th code HUCs) 

 
 

  

File Description   File Name Format 

Region 17, Version 01_02, National 
Hydrography Dataset 

NHDPlus17V01_03_NHD 
Shapefile and 
DBF 

Step 2 

Step 3 
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Appendix A 
 
Table 1.  Downloadable files available from NHDPlus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                          
 

 
 
Source:  http://www.horizon-systems.com/nhdplus/HSC-wth17.php 
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Table 2.  Download the following files to obtain commonly used attributes (this is a subset of 
the files listed in Table 1). 
 

File Name Attributes Format 
(a)  NHDPlus17V01_02_Elev_Unit_a Elevation Grid 
(b)  NHDPlus17V01_03_NHD Flow  Grid 
(c)  NHDPlus17V01_03_Cat_Flowline_Attr Watershed and streamline attributes * Table 
(e)  NHDPlus17V01_02_Catshape Watershed boundary Shapefile 
(f)   NHDPlus17V01_03_NHD Streams, lakes, and 4th code HUCs Shapefile 
(h)  NHDPlus17V01_01_StreamGageEvent Stream gage locations and data Shapefile 
       

 
 
  

* The following table lists the dBase files and attributes that are included in file 
NHDPlus17V01_03_Cat_Flowline_Attr.  Refer to the NHDPlus User Guide, Chapter 3, for 
more information about these files and attributes (i.e., how derived, units). 
 ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/documentation/NHDPLUS_UserGuide.pdf 
 

Table Name Attributes Unit 
catchmentattributesnlcd.dbf Land classification  Watershed 
catchmentattributestempprecip.dbf Temperature, precipitation  Watershed 
flowlineattributesflow.dbf Drainage area, flow, velocity, elev, slope  Stream  
flowlineattributesnlcd.dbf Land classification Stream 
flowlineattributestempprecip.dbf Temperature, precipitation  Stream 
headwaternodearea.dbf Drainage area Stream 

 

ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/PacificNorthwest/NHDPlus17V01_02_Elev_Unit_a.zip�
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/PacificNorthwest/NHDPlus17V01_03_NHD.zip�
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/PacificNorthwest/NHDPlus17V01_03_Cat_Flowline_Attr.zip�
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/PacificNorthwest/NHDPlus17V01_02_Catshape.zip�
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/PacificNorthwest/NHDPlus17V01_03_NHD.zip�
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/PacificNorthwest/NHDPlus17V01_01_streamgageevent.zip�
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/PacificNorthwest/NHDPlus17V01_03_Cat_Flowline_Attr.zip�
ftp://ftp.horizon-systems.com/NHDPlus/documentation/NHDPLUS_UserGuide.pdf�

