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Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
Ecosystem Restoration Vision

We are recognized as leaders in forest landscape restoration, which
improves the health, resiliency, and sustainability of natural systems.
We believe restored landscapes provide improved terrestrial and
aquatic systems, minimize risk of uncharacteristically severe wildfire,
sustain local communities and economies, and contribute to the
quality of life.

e Through our efforts, landscapes will become more resilient to
changing climates and disturbances and will behave in a
manner that restores natural processes, patterns, and
functions.

e We will work collaboratively and strategically across
landscapes to double our restoration footprint within the next
10 years.

o We will focus on desired restoration outcomes and measure
our success with landscapes that are restored and resilient.

e We continue to adapt strategies based on new science,
changed conditions, and monitoring.
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INTRODUCTION

A concerted effort is needed to restore the sustainability and resiliency of forested
ecosystems on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest (OWNF). Numerous assessments
that provided a long list of peer-reviewed publications have identified that our forests are
more susceptible to uncharacteristically high severity fires and epidemic levels of insects
and disease, and habitats are declining for late-successional and old forest associated
species (Lehmkuhl et al. 1994, Hessburg et al. 1999, Franklin et al. 2007). While our aging
forest road network provides needed access for recreation and restoration treatments, it
also affects the condition of aquatic ecosystems, requiring expensive repairs and untimely
closures when slopes fail. These conditions are likely to be exacerbated by climate change
(Franklin et al. 2007, Littell et al. 2009, Vano et al. 2009) adding an even greater sense of
urgency. To be successful, the OWNF needs to significantly increase its restoration
footprint, reach across boundaries through collaborative efforts, better integrate across
disciplines to accomplish multiple objectives, and adapt to changing conditions and new
science. This won’t be easy. However, with a vision and a focused and scientifically
credible strategy, we believe it will be possible.

The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Restoration Strategy (Forest Restoration
Strategy) described in this document provides a starting point for how to implement the
“Vision” (described on the first page of this document). It outlines a process for an
integrated evaluation of forest landscapes that set the context and priorities for restoration
treatments evaluated in project level planning (figure 3). In addition, key ecological
features that are important to restore stand level sustainability and resiliency are described.
It also provides much needed definitions, based on current science, of important
components of forest restoration (e.g., what is a “large” and *“old” tree).

The Forest Restoration Strategy has undergone significant input and review. Initially, ideas
were gathered from a series of district meeting and phone interviews held during the spring
and early summer of 2009 to identify key issues and concepts that the strategy could be
built around. The pages of flip chart notes and phone interviews were collated into a list of
topics that were expanded on in the strategy (Hot Box 1: Incorporation of District Input
into the Forest Restoration Strategy).

Once the strategy was drafted, a scientific peer review was conducted during the winter of
2009/2010. A group of ten scientists representing expertise in wildlife ecology, aquatic
ecology, fire ecology, forest pathology and entomology, and forest ecology spent six
weeks reviewing the document. They provided many important comments that were
addressed and greatly improved the scientific foundation of the strategy.

Following the science review, an additional review was completed by District and Forest
staff who are involved in the planning and implementation of restoration projects. The
review was completed during the month of February, 2010 and included 25 specialists in
the field of silviculture, fire and fuels, wildlife, fish and hydrology, engineering, recreation,
and public affairs. They provided comments that facilitated the application of the strategy
in project level planning and communication within and outside the agency.

Finally, the Forest Restoration Strategy is based on a long standing, committed, and
collaborative relationship between the OWNF and the Wenatchee Forestry Sciences lab
(WFSL). This long and productive relationship has resulted in several significant efforts
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that are culminating in the development and implementation of this strategy. Particularly
important milestones include the East-side Forest Health Assessment, peer review of the
Dry Forest Strategy, Interior Columbia Basin Assessment, peer review of the Okanogan-
Wenatchee Forest Health Assessment, peer reviewed publications from the Fire and Fire
Surrogate Study and the Birds and Burns study, and the Okanogan-Wenatchee-Colville
Climate Change Case study. Each of these efforts built upon each other, filled key
information gaps in our understanding of east-side forest ecology, from how landscapes
have changed over time to understanding how restoration treatments at the stand-level
affect birds and small mammals. The collaboration will continue throughout the
development, implementation, and monitoring of the Forest Restoration Strategy.

This document outlines a new forest restoration strategy that relies on principles of
landscape and stand-level restoration ecology. The objectives of the Okanogan-Wenatchee
National Forest Restoration Strategy are as follows:

1) Address new science and management direction including the incorporation of
climate change and the final spotted owl recovery plan

2) This strategy will form the basis for the Okanogan-Wenatchee Land and Resource
Management Plan (LRMP)

3) Provide a consistent definition and approach to forest restoration

4) Increase the restoration footprint through a process that identifies high priority,
strategic treatment areas

5) Improve integration and planning and implementation efficiency
6) Improve monitoring and adaptive management

Document Organization
This document is organized into three parts:

Part | Provides important background information such as a summary of
management direction, descriptions of key concepts, a review of
relevant science, and lessons learned from over a decade of
implementation of the forest restoration strategy.

Part 11 Presents a process for integrated landscape evaluation and project
development that would be used to determine the need, priority, and
location for restoration treatments. Specific issues addressed include
how to develop a “landscape prescription,” how to integrate wildlife
habitat, fuels reduction and forest restoration; and management of large
and old trees and snags within stand spatial variability and stand
density.

Part I11 Presents an overview of adaptive ecosystem management and identifies
specific steps that would move the Okanogan-Wenatchee towards using
this approach to guide forest restoration efforts.
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Hot Boxes

Throughout the document are “hot boxes” that highlight key issues and important
information. These represent lessons learned since the implementation of the Dry Forest
Strategy and represent significant advances in our thinking and understanding about forest
restoration.

New Science and Other Relevant Information

Many new science publications have become available since the first strategy was
developed. Of particular interest are the Mission Creek Fire and Fire Surrogate study
(Agee and Lehmkuhl 2009), the Birds and Burn study (Saab 2007), and other studies in
dry forest landscape ecology, spotted owl prey base, barred owls, and riparian-upslope fire
continuity. Each of these studies has produced local science published in reputable journals
within the last six years. Research in climate change has advanced the understanding of
likely future trends in forest conditions and interactions with disturbance processes, forest
sustainability, ecosystem processes, and the existing road infrastructure.

Other relevant information now available includes the final recovery plan for the northern
spotted owl (USFWS 2008). This plan presents a significant shift in the management of
spotted owl habitat in fire-prone east-side forests that better incorporates disturbance
ecology and habitat sustainability. Implementation of the plan requires a landscape view
and the use of fire models to design and evaluate treatment options.

The Washington Department of Natural Resources recently completed another important
body of work. Franklin et al. (2008) summarized dry forest science and outlined a forest
restoration strategy (similar to the OWNF for state lands in eastern Washington). Van Pelt
(2008) published a useful guide to identify old trees and forests in eastern Washington. The
importance of dry forest is further illustrated by a similar publication by the Wilderness
Society on the restoration of dry forests of the northern Rocky Mountains (Crist et al.
2009).

Aquatic habitat maintenance and restoration in the western United States (and on the
OWNF) are often perceived as being in conflict with forest restoration (Rieman et al.
2000). Some researchers suggest that short-term negative effects of fuel treatment on
aquatic habitat might often be outweighed by the potential long-term benefits of the
treatment (Rieman et al. 2000). However, not treating to avoid short-term effects may
inadvertently lead to conditions favorable to uncharacteristic, high -severity disturbances
(O’Laughlin 2005). Other researchers reported findings suggesting that, over various time
scales from a few years to over a century, the aquatic habitat resulting from disturbances
caused by fire (sometimes even high severity fire) is more productive than similar habitats
where the fire events were suppressed or altered by human influences (Reeves et al. 1995,
Dunham et al. 2003, Benda et al. 2003, Rieman et al. 2005).

Agencies and many scientists interested in interactions between fire and the aquatic
environment recognize that vegetation treatments will need to take place in some altered
ecosystems of the northwestern U.S. (Bisson et al. 2003, Finney et al. 2007, Noss et al.
2006, Reeves et al. 1995, Rieman and Clayton 1997, USDA and USDI 2006). For
example, small gila trout populations in southwestern U.S. forests are currently threatened
by both management activities and degraded habitat resulting from fire exclusion (Rieman
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and Clayton 1997). When developing fuel treatments that consider the aquatic
environment, the potential for success may be greater when particularly damaging roads
are obliterated (Rieman and Clayton 1997). Where habitat is less degraded, researchers
suggest mimicking natural disturbances, avoiding simplistic treatments, proceeding with
caution, and maintaining a strong focus on experimentation and monitoring (Reeves et al.
1995, Rieman and Clayton 1997, Gresswell 1999, Bisson et al. 2003, Luce and Rieman
2005).

In summary, a new strategy is needed because of new science, local monitoring results,
and planning inefficiencies. The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Restoration
Strategy emphasizes a restoration paradigm where defined ecological outcomes drive the
development and implementation of projects. This contrasts with the existing paradigm in
which project design is often driven more by production targets than restoration needs. The
strategy describes more efficient project area identification and planning that increase the
size of the restoration footprint. Integration among resource disciplines is critical to
successful implementation of the Forest Restoration Strategy.

The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Restoration Strategy needs to be adaptive
and molded by additional information as it becomes available. It is important to
implement the adaptive management approach described in this document in order to
incorporate new information into the strategy.

HOTBOX 1
Incorporation of District Input Into the Forest Restoration Strategy

During May-August of 2009, district meetings and phone interviews were conducted across the
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest to gather input and identify key issues and approaches
to include in the Forest Restoration Strategy. This information, compiled from many pages of
flip-chart notes, was collated into the following comments that were addressed in detail in the
Strategy.

Comment Response
Concerned about being able to treat enough of the The Vision Statement includes a goal of significantly
landscape to make a difference increasing our restoration footprint. To accomplish

this, the landscape evaluation will help to identify the
amount of area that needs to be treated. In addition,
the process should help us be more strategic and
efficient with our limited resources.

Concerned about using diameter limits to restore Instead of diameter limits, the strategy proposes
“big” trees desired outcomes and objectives for old and large
trees. The desired outcomes and objectives are
informed by information generated by the landscape
evaluation and local stand reconstructions.

Need to factor in climate change The strategy incorporates the concept of “future
range of variability” that provides information to the
landscape evaluation on a likely climate change
scenario. In addition, the road network evaluation
provides an opportunity to evaluate the interactions
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HOTBOX 1
Incorporation of District Input Into the Forest Restoration Strategy

between roads and changing hydrologic regimes.
These represent innovative ways to bring climate
change and forest resiliency concepts into project
level planning (also see Climate Change and the
Forest Restoration Strategy Hot Box).

The strategy should address the kinds of treatments
and how much treatment should occur in riparian
zones

The strategy discusses the current science relative to
interaction between riparian and upslope fire
disturbances. Riparian objectives are then discussed
with condition described under which treatments
within riparian zones are appropriate. The landscape
evaluation will set the context that determines how
important treatments within riparian zones are to
achieving restoration objectives. This topic was also
identified as an important monitoring item.

Need to address access (roads) in the strategy

The landscape evaluation includes a process called
the road network evaluation in order to identify the
most at-risk road segments and identify restoration
opportunities and priorities. In addition, it will likely
be linked to the Minimum Roads Analysis process
that will be required.

There is a conflict between doing “restoration” and
meeting the “timber target”

The strategy is focused on outcomes and the
landscape evaluation will allow better estimation of
potential outputs. The Regional Forester, Deputy
Regional Forester, Forest Supervisor, Deputy Forest
Supervisor, and Forest Leadership Team are working
to develop more meaningful measures of restoration
accomplishment. This will likely be something like
“restoration acres” and it will be implemented along
with the forest restoration strategy and informed by
Landscape Evaluations.

How will support be provided for districts to
implement the strategy? Training will be important
for district teams to implement the strategy

The Strategy development team has and will
continue to work with district teams throughout all
phases of implementation. In addition, the
Wenatchee Forestry Sciences lab continues to
provide needed expertise until it is developed across
the Forest. This will allow roll-out of the strategy
that will not leave any planning teams with a lack of
expertise nor interrupt on-going planning efforts.

Key players were left out of the development of the
strategy — specifically implementers

Because of this comment, a review by district
personnel involved in the planning and
implementation of the Strategy will take place in
February of 2010, immediately following the science
review.

The dry forest video needs to be updated but cannot
become too long. In addition, there is a need for
another source of information that can be provided to
audiences that have an in-depth understanding of
forest ecology and forest restoration

The dry forest video is being updated and revised
into a Forest Restoration video. It will likely be
somewhat shorter but still targeted for the same level
of understanding as the dry forest video. In addition,
a Power Point presentation is being developed that
can be easily updated and used for more technical
audiences.

Implementation monitoring needs to occur and a
network of monitoring sites needs to be identified for
long-term monitoring

A chapter in the strategy is devoted to monitoring,
especially implementation monitoring. Once the
strategy is being implemented, two projects per year
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HOTBOX 1
Incorporation of District Input Into the Forest Restoration Strategy

would be monitored, similar to the ongoing fuels
review process. One Forest Leadership Team
meeting per year would be devoted to reporting of
monitoring results and making adjustment to the
strategy as needed.

133
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PART I: BACKGROUND

Management Direction and Policy

In 1992, Forest Service Chief Dale Robertson issued direction that ecosystem management
is the model by which the National Forests and Grasslands would be managed in order to
meet their multiple-use objectives. In addition to acknowledging the need for collaboration
among land managers, scientists, and the public, he explicitly directed the restoration of
biological diversity and ecological processes leading to productive and sustainable
ecosystems. The Northwest Forest Plan (1994) brought that direction a step closer to the
ground. Its Record of Decision (ROD) included a discussion of the statutory basis for
ecosystem management and a discussion of ecological process, pattern, and composition as
important management principles. It also included direction that, “Except as otherwise
noted...the standards and guidelines of existing plans apply where they are more restrictive
or provide greater benefits to late-successional forest-related species (than those of the
ROD).”

Chief Jack Ward Thomas reaffirmed the ecosystem management paradigm when, in 1994,
he issued the Forest Service Ethics and Course to the Future, stating that diverse
composition, structure, and function were key elements of healthy and productive
ecosystems. According to Doug MacCleery, Senior Policy Analyst for the Forest Service,
the overall objectives of Thomas’ document, including restoring and protecting
ecosystems, “remain essentially unchanged today” (personal communication, 2008). This
assertion was formalized by Forest Service direction in FSM 2000, Chapter 2020
Ecological Restoration and Resilience (September, 2008), which establishes as policy that:
“All resource management programs have a responsibility for ecological restoration...”
and that “strategic plans for meeting ecological restoration goals and objectives are to be
developed.”

Ecosystem management direction has been incorporated into handbook direction as well.
The Silvicultural Practices Handbook (FSH 2409.17) includes direction to “integrate
ecosystem concepts into silvicultural prescriptions” and to incorporate landscape analysis
into planning and silvicultural prescription development. The Renewable Resources
Handbook (FSH 2409.19) directs that ecological approaches be incorporated into all
projects. The Healthy Forest Restoration Act also mandates ecosystem management: the
required fire regime condition class (FRCC) analysis integrates ecological process (fire
regime/history) and stand structure and composition into its determination of a landscape’s
departure from the reference condition.

The Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Dry Site Strategy, implemented in 1999 (and
revised in 2000 to include the Okanogan National Forest), focused on the threat to forest
sustainability caused by uncharacteristic wildfire (the fire regime outside the natural range
of variability). The document largely described the situation that set the stage for
establishing dry, dense forests within the low severity fire regime as the highest priority for
treatment. Broad objectives for fuel and tree density reduction and shifting species
composition were included along with tactical approaches selected from traditional forest
management practices. The intent of these objectives and options could be inferred from
the strategy’s narrative but there were no specific implementation protocols or guidelines.

DRAFT Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Restoration Strategy Page 8
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Key ideas from the dry site strategy closely mirrored those of the earlier Forest Service
Ethics and Course to the Future:

... manage for, and maintain, healthy forests... provide goods, services, and values
that people desire without jeopardizing the capacity of any ecosystem to maintain
its structure, composition, and processes through time...management approach will
be adaptive and experimental... learn from mistakes and repeat successes (USFS
2000).

Collectively, there is ample management direction and impetus to implement an adaptive
ecosystem management approach to forest restoration. This update of the dry forest
restoration strategy represents a significant step in adapting the strategy based on what we
have learned.

Setting the Stage for the Next Steps - Key Concepts

The purpose of this section is to describe some key concepts that are important for
understanding the scientific foundation of this forest restoration strategy (definitions of
these concepts are found in the Glossary). These concepts provide a baseline of
information so that those implementing and adapting the strategy will have a common
reference point from which to start.

In addition, this section introduces an approach to the classification of forested vegetation
types that is a key part of the strategy, and forms the basis for comparison with both the
historical and future reference conditions. The future range of variation is also a new
concept and provides insights into how climate change may influence future vegetation
conditions.

Ecosystem Management

In the context of the Okanogan-Wenatchee Forest Restoration Strategy, ecosystem
management is the overarching principle guiding the restoration strategies implemented by
all projects. Manipulation or management of an ecosystem, such as a watershed, does not,
by itself constitute ecosystem management because essential components are lacking.

Christensen et al. (1996) suggest that ecosystem management include the following:

1) Long-term ecological sustainability as fundamental value (guided by historical
variability and tempered by potential climate change)

2) Clear, operational goals

3) Sound ecological models and understanding

4) Understanding of complexity and interconnectedness
5) Recognition of the dynamic character of ecosystems

6) Attention to context and scale

7) Acknowledgment of humans as ecosystem components
8) Commitment to adaptability and accountability
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Forest Restoration

Restoration is the activity used to implement ecosystem management. Restoration aims to
enhance the resilience and sustainability of forests through treatments that incrementally
return the ecosystem to a state that is within a historical range of conditions (Landres et al.
1999) tempered by potential climate change (Millar and Woolfenden 1999). It is the
process of assisting the recovery of resilience and adaptive capacity of ecosystems that
have been degraded, damaged, or destroyed (FSM 2020.5). In terms of forest restoration,
active techniques are largely tree cutting and prescribed fire, but also include other active
treatments focused on roads, weeds, livestock, and streams.

Knowledge of the range of natural variability of forest stands and landscapes can help
clarify the types, extent, and causes of ecosystem changes and can help identify restoration
objectives (Hessburg et al. 1994, 1999, Landres et al. 1999). However, it is important to
consider how climate will potentially change in the future and its potential influences on
disturbance regimes. Climate change can affect forests by altering the frequency, intensity,
duration, and timing of fire, and can result in drought, introduction of exotic species, and
cause insect and disease outbreaks (Dale et al. 2001). Climate change can also affect
species composition and structure, hydrologic cycles, genetic complexity, nutrient cycling
regimes, mycorrhizal relationships, a host of food webs, and biodiversity (Malcolm et al.
2006, Lucash et al. 2005, GAO 2007, Bassman 2000, Lensing and Wise 2006, Fenn 2006,
Whitlock et al. 2003, Gucinski 2006, Kulakowski and Veblen 2006, Franklin et al. 1989,
Gray et al. 2006, Warwell et al. 2007, Lenoir et al. 2008). Knowledge of changes in forest
conditions and their ecological functions can be combined with climate change predictions
to modify restoration activities in ways that will produce and sustain a dynamic and
resilient forest mosaic.

Restoration should not be construed as a fixed set of procedures for land management
(Moore et al. 1999), but rather it should be based upon a broad scientific framework that
includes “ecological fidelity” (structural/compositional replication, functional success, and
durability) and mutually beneficial human-wildland interactions (Higgs 1997). In other
words, restoration consists not only of restoring ecosystems, but also of developing human
uses of wildlands that are in harmony with the disturbance regime of these ecosystems
(Society for Ecological Restoration 1993, Moore et al. 1999). Timber management, fuels
reduction, habitat improvement, and other single resource management activities in and of
themselves do not constitute restoration, but when used as tools to accomplish restoration
objectives they can meet management goals for restoration and support sustainable human
uses.

It is important to remember that restoration takes time and that objectives might not be met
after the initial treatment entry. Forested ecosystems that are resilient to disturbances often
include large, fire tolerant trees, which take time to develop. Restoration activities should
be planned to set forests on successional trajectories that lead to desired conditions.

Aquatic Disturbance

Resilient and functioning aquatic habitats are maintained through time through natural
disturbance processes. Scientists studying disturbance events have characterized them into
three categories: pulse, press, and ramp, depending on the duration, intensity, and spatial
pattern of impacts, (Lake 2000, Reeves et al. 1995). This discussion will focus on pulse
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and press events because these are most relevant to the OWNF aquatic environment. Pulse
events are intense and short term, and press events reach a constant level that is maintained
over time. A pulse event example would be a flood that occurs over a short period. If the
watershed where this event occurs is in a natural condition, the disturbance can be
absorbed and, in fact, will help maintain the aquatic function through time. A press
disturbance could be a change of land use that, over time, interrupts and maintains altered
ecological processes. Extensive road networks are a classic example of a press disturbance.
An extensive road network can interrupt and alter flow regimes, alter wood delivery, and
contribute excessive amounts of fine sediment to the stream network. This is considered a
press effect because it maintains degraded aquatic conditions over time. Human land use
patterns have created anthropogenic press disturbances affecting both the terrestrial and
aquatic environments in the western United States, especially in lower elevation dry forests
(Rieman et al. 2000).

Historical Range of Variability

The purpose of describing the historical variability is to define the bounds of system
behavior that remain relatively consistent over time (Morgan et al. 1994). Historical
variability is a key component of forest restoration.

Spatial and temporal scales relevant to ecosystem patterns and processes are important to
identify and critical to the concept of historical variability (Morgan et al. 1994).
Descriptions of historical variability should be site specific, most appropriately at a
subwatershed or watershed level (20,000 to 100,000 acres) and at temporal scales of
centuries. Ecosystems are structured hierarchically, therefore; historical variability should
be characterized at multiple spatial scales appropriate to the patterns and processes being
described.

Future Range of Variability

The future range of variability is a concept described by Gartner et al. (2008) and is
intended to provide insights into how systems may adjust to changing climate. By
comparing current vegetation patterns to both historical and future reference conditions,
managers will gain valuable insights into how systems have changed and how they are
likely to change over time. Understanding these changes is the key to determining
management strategies that provide for more sustainable and resilient forests.

Ecological Subregions

Ecological subregions (ESR) are areas of similar climate, geology, topography, and
aquatics and, by extension, disturbance history. As part of the Interior Columbia Basin
Ecosystem Management Project (ICBEMP), Hessburg et al. (1999) determined reference
variation for ecological subregions (ESRs) of the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
(see fig. XX : Map of Ecological Subregions of the Oka-Wen).

Spatial and Temporal Scales

Issues of scale are important to consider within the context of ecosystem management.
Most analyses are done at the scale of a watershed (landscape) to determine where
restoration projects should be completed, but management treatments are at the smaller
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stand scale. Projects and their stand sub-units are the building blocks to affect changes to
the landscape. Treatments will need to be implemented over time because it is likely that
no single treatment will restore a landscape, and restored areas will require maintenance.

Classification of Forest Vegetation

A host of vegetation classification schemes has been developed. However, the vegetation
classification used for the interior Columbia basin ecosystem management project
(Hessburg et al. 1999) is the most relevant for our use, is the one for which the historic
range of variability and future range of variability estimates are based, and is the most
readily available. This classification scheme, developed to facilitate understanding and
implementation of ecosystem management, was used for the Interior Columbia Basin
Ecosystem Project, is part of the interim direction (Eastside Screens) for east side forests of
Oregon and Washington (USFS 1998), and has been the basis of much subsequent research
and analysis (Hessburg et al. 1999, 2000). It uses combinations of composition, potential
vegetation, and forest structure to classify and evaluate landscapes.

Forest cover types are determined from overstory and understory species composition and
crown cover. They are classified according to Society of American Foresters (SAF) forest
cover type definitions (as applied by Hessburg et al. 1999a). When overstory crown cover
exceeds 25 percent, they are defined by the overstory species. They are defined by the
understory species when its crown cover exceeds that of the overstory and the latter is less
than 20 percent. In order to be included in a mixed cover type, a species must comprise at
least 20 percent of tree density. Rangeland cover types are summarized into woodland,
shrubland, or herbland.

The vegetation that would develop on similar environments in the absence of disturbance
is defined as the potential vegetation type (PVT). Forest PVT is classified at the series
level (Lillybridge et al. 1995) and is determined from overstory and understory species
composition and elevation, slope, and aspect. Potential vegetation type allows evaluation
of both cover type and structure class in the context of site.

Stratifying a landscape into these process-based structure classes allows subsequent
analysis of landscape pattern and ecological processes, i.e. disturbance and succession. The
seven structural/process classes used by Hessburg et al. 2000 are also used in this strategy
(figure 1, table 1).
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A. Stand Initiation (SI):
Growing space is
reoccupied following a
stand replacing
disturbance.

B. Open Stem
Exclusion (SEOC):
Below-ground
competition limits
establishment of new
individuals.

C. Closed Stem Exclusion
(SECC): New individuals
are excluded through light
or below-ground
competition.

D. Understory Reinitiation
(UR): Initiation of a new
cohort as the older cohort
occupies less than full
growing space.

E. Young Forest Multi-
Strata (YFMS): Two

or more cohorts are
present through
establishment after
periodic disturbances.
Large and/or old early
seral trees are often at
reduced density from fire
or logging.

F. Old Forest Multi-
Strata (OFMS): Two or
more cohorts and
strata are present
including large, old
trees.

G. Old Forest Single-
Strata (OFSS): Single-
stratum stands of large,
old trees. Relatively few
young trees are present
in the understory.

Figure 1. Schematic representation and definitions of ICBMP structure classes (from
O’Hara et al. 1996, Hessburg et al. 2000)
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Table 1--Description of forest structural classes to be used in the landscape assessment for

334  forest restoration projects and structural classes that correspond to the habitat associations
335  for dry and mesic forest and for some focal wildlife species (based on Gaines et al. in prep)
Structural class | Description Key functions for
focal wildlife species
Stand initiation Single canopy stratum (mayll be broken | Goshawk — foraging habitat
or continuous); one cohort™ seedlings
or saplings; grasses, forbs, shrubs may
be present with early seral trees.
Stem exclusion One broken canopy stratum; one White-headed woodpecker -habitat
open canopy cohort; trees excluding new stems may be provided depending on cover
through competition; poles, small or of large trees and cover of understory.
medium trees; understory shrubs,
grasses, forbs may be present.
Stem exclusion Continuous closed canopy; one or Northern spotted owl - dispersal
closed canopy more canopy strata; one cohort; lower | habitat
strata, if present, are same age as
upper strata; poles, small or medium
trees; understory shrubs, grasses, forbs
may be present.
Understory Broken overstory canopy; >2 canopy Northern spotted owl —
reinitiation strata; two cohorts; overstory is poles, | high-quality habitat depending on the
small, or medium trees; understory is canopy closure and size of overstory
seedlings, saplings, or poles. trees.
Northern goshawk — source habitat
depending on the canopy closure and
size of overstory trees.
Young-forest Broken overstory canopy; >2 canopy Northern spotted owl — high -quality
multistory strata; >2 cohorts; large trees are habitat depending on the canopy
absent in the overstory; stands are closure and size of overstory trees.
characterized by diverse horizontal and | Northern goshawk — high -quality
vertical distributions of trees and tree | hapitat depending on the canopy
sizes; seedlings, saplings, poles, and closure and size of overstory trees.
medium trees are present. White-headed woodpecker -habitat
may be provided depending on cover
of large trees and cover of understory.
Old-forest Broken overstory canopy; >2 canopy Northern spotted owl — high -quality
multistory strata; >2 cohorts; large trees habitat
dominant in the overstory; stands Northern goshawk — source habitat
characterized by diverse horizontal and
vertical distributions of trees and tree
sizes; all tree sizes may be present.
Old-forest single Broken or continuous canopy of large, White-headed woodpecker — source
story old trees; one stratum, may be single habitat
but usually multicohort; large trees
dominate the overstory; understory
absent or seedlings or saplings;
grasses, forbs, or shrubs may be
present in the understory.
336 1/Trees within a cohort share a common disturbance history; they are those initiated or released after a
337  disturbance (natural or artificial). Tree ages within a cohort may span several decades.
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Biological Legacies

Biological legacies are known to play important roles in ecosystems, especially those
recovering from disturbance (Franklin et al 2007). Biological legacies are the components
of a stand or landscape that remain after disturbance, and are critical elements of post-
disturbance ecosystem pattern and process. Structural legacies typically: 1) persist as
legacies even through the most intense stand replacement disturbances; 2) play critical
roles as habitat and modifiers of the physical environment; and 3) are difficult or
impossible to re-create in managed stands, requiring the need to carry them over from the
pre-disturbance stand (NCSSF 2005, Franklin et al. 2007). Biological legacies may include
large, live trees, snags, downed logs, and tree diseases (Franklin et al. 2007).

A Review of New Science and Information

This section is intended to provide an overview of science findings relevant to the
development of the forest restoration strategy and is integrated into Part Il. The following
topic areas are covered below: climate change, landscape ecology, aquatic ecology, fire
ecology, forest ecology, wildlife ecology. This section is concluded with an integrated
summary of key findings addressed in the remainder of the strategy.

Climate Change

Climate projections for eastern Washington suggest that winter snow packs may decline
and the duration and severity of the summer dry period may increase (Bachelet et al. 2001,
Mote et al. 2003, McKenzie et al. 2004). East-side forests are particularly dependent on
winter snowpack and climate change is expected to have significant direct and indirect
effects on forest health in eastern Washington (Mote et al. 2003, Keeton et al. 2007). These
effects include:

e Changes in the physiology and ecology of organisms, including trees and forest
pests, due to increased temperatures and summer moisture deficits. Elevational and
latitudinal shifts in the distribution of species and forest communities.

e In some cases, increased moisture stress will increase tree species vulnerability to
insects and diseases, especially on the driest sites in densely forested stands.

e Alteration of insect and pathogen dynamics due to changes in the physiology and
reproductive capacity of organisms.

e Increase in the severity and frequency of summer droughts may lengthen fire
seasons and result in large and more severe wildfires. A statistical relationship
between climatic warming, lengthened snow-free seasons, and the frequency and
size of wildfires has already been established for some parts of western North
America (Westerling et al. 2006).

Climate change is likely to increase the challenges for sustainable forest management in
eastern Washington, including issues associated with wildfire and forest insects and
pathogens (Franklin et al. 2008). Fortunately, logical management responses to climate
change — such as reducing stand densities and fuels, treating landscapes, and restoring
drought-tolerant and fire resistant species and tree size classes — are consistent with
management responses to other important issues, including forest health, wildfires, old and
large tree structures, and protection of wildlife habitat (Franklin et al. 2008).
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Climate change is also expected to increasingly alter hydrologic regime of streams and
rivers on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest based on studies that have considered
the effects of climate change for the Columbia River basin. A review of scientific
information completed by the Independent Scientific Advisory Board (ISAB 2007)
identified numerous consequences. Bisson (2008) summarized expected changes from the
ISAB report as follows:

e Warmer temperatures will result in more precipitation falling more often as rain
rather than snow.

e Snowpack will diminish and streamflow timing will be altered.

e The magnitude will likely increase, with a shift in the timing of peak flow
occurrence earlier in the water year.

e Water temperatures will continue to rise.

In addition to an increase in large flood events, wildfires, and forest pathogen and insect
outbreaks are expected to increase. These disturbances may reconnect floodplains and
increase large wood accumulations, which in combination increase stream channel
complexity (Bisson 2008). Depending on landscape position, stream habitat and dependant
species such as trout and salmon may also experience negative consequences resulting
from climate change. A higher frequency of severe floods will scour streambeds and
reduce spawning success for fall spawning fish (Bisson 2008). Smaller snowpacks and
earlier spring runoff will affect migration patterns for salmon that could further affect their
survival in the ocean (Mote et al. 2003, Pearcy 1997). Summer base flows are expected to
be lower and last longer, which would shrink available habitat, forcing fish into smaller
and less diverse habitat (Battin et al. 2007, Bisson 2008).Summer temperatures in some
streams locations that currently support salmon and trout could rise to a point where they
become lethal (Crozier et al. 2008). Higher stream temperatures will likely favor non-
salmonid species that are better adapted to warm water, including potential predators and
competitors (Reeves et al. 1987, Sanderson et al. 2009).

Landscape Ecology

Our understanding of the landscape ecology of eastern Washington has significantly
advanced in recent years. Timber harvest, fire suppression, road construction, and domestic
livestock grazing have transformed forest spatial patterns and landscape ecology (Hessburg
et al. 1999, Hessburg and Agee 2003). These changes have consequences for very different
disturbance regimes, and different availability and distribution of wildlife habitats
(Hessburg et al. 1999). Further comparison of current and historic landscape pattern
revealed shifts from early to late seral conifer species were evident in many forests. Patch
sizes of forest cover types are now smaller, and current land cover is more fragmented
(Hessburg et al. 2000, Hessburg et al. 2005). While land cover is more fragmented, forest
structure classes were more variable. For example, the landscape area in old multistory, old
single story, and stand initiation forest structures has declined with a corresponding
increase in area and connectivity of dense, multilayered, intermediate forest structures
(Hessburg et al. 2000, Hessburg et al. 2005). Patches with medium (16 to 24 inch dbh) and
large (greater than 25 inch dbh) trees, regardless of their structural affiliation are currently
less abundant on the landscape. Forests are now dominated by shade-tolerant conifers, with
elevated fuel loads, severe fire behavior, and increased incidence of certain defoliators,
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dwarf mistletoe, bark beetles, and root diseases (Hessburg et al. 2000, Hessburg et al.
2005).

Agee (2003) developed estimates of the historical range of variability for the east Cascade
forested landscapes using historical fire return intervals and the manner in which fire acted
as both cyclic and stochastic processes. Early successional forest stages were more
common in high elevation forests than low elevation forests. The historical proportion of
old growth (including old forest single story) and late successional forest varied from 38 to
63 percent of the entire forested landscape.

Spies et al. (2006) summarized the state of knowledge of old-growth forests in dry
provinces of eastern Oregon and Washington, and northern California. They found that
historically, old-growth forests ranged from open, patchy stands, maintained by frequent
low-severity fire, to a mosaic of dense and open stands maintained by mixed-severity fires.
Old growth structure and composition were spatially heterogeneous, varied strongly with
topography and elevation, and were shaped by a complex disturbance regime of fire,
insects, and disease. With fire exclusion and cutting of large pine and Douglas-firs, old
growth diversity across the landscape has declined and dense understories have developed
across large areas. Fire exclusion has increased the area of dense, multi-layered forest
favored by the northern spotted owl but increased the probability of high-severity fire.
Landscape-level strategies are needed to address these issues.

A study conducted by Everett et al. (2008) provides insights into how forested landscapes
have changed in the absence of fire but without timber harvest. They reconstructed 26
forest stands on the Okanogan portion of the OWNF that had little or no evidence of past
timber harvest. They found that from 1860 to 1940, average stand age increased by 26
percent and number of age cohorts per stand increased by 18 percent. Stands in stand
initiation structural classes declined from 27 to 4 percent, and stands in older forest
structural classes increased from 23 to 49 percent. Everett et al. (2008) cautioned that
estimating the historical range of variability based on 1940 photo records might provide a
false metric of structural complexity for dry fir-pine forests in eastern Washington. As a
result of the scientific uncertainty about the conclusions of Hessburg et al. 1999, a
monitoring item has been identified in the adaptive management section of the strategy. At
this time, Hessburg et al. (1999) (and subsequent publications) and Gértner et al. (2008)
present the only peer reviewed works referenced to the future and historical range of
variability at landscape and stand scales for use in this restoration strategy.

Aquatic Ecology

Aquatic communities in the western United States have evolved in response to a variety of
disturbance regimes including glaciation, volcanism, and fire. Natural disturbances
organize and maintain aquatic systems in western landscapes (Reeves et al. 1995) and
shape species resilience and persistence (Yount and Niemi 1990). Furthermore,
disturbances have a dominant role structuring aquatic communities (Yount and Niemi
1990).

Forest restoration treatments will require a transportation network for access to and
removal of trees and forest products; however, roads can have negative impacts on aquatic
systems. Road networks affect aquatic environment by blocking fish passage, simplifying
stream function, altering sediment delivery mechanisms, and increasing fine sediment
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yields, and providing travel routes for grazing animals to the streams (Jones, Trombulak
and Frissell 2000, Roath and Krueger 1982, Young et al.1967, Williams1954). Relating to
soil disturbance on hill slopes, Rieman and Clayton (1997) wrote, “Road construction
causes the most severe disturbance to soils on slopes, far overshadowing fire and logging
as a cause of accelerated erosion”. Numerous studies have been completed identifying
adverse affects of roads on the aquatic environment (Quigley and Arbelbide 1997,
Gresswell 1999, Gucinski et al. 2001). Generally, as the density of roads in a watershed
increases, aquatic habitat quality decreases. In a scientific literature review considering the
effects of roads, Trombulak and Frissell (2000) stated, “Our review underscores the
importance to conservation of avoiding construction of new roads in roadless or sparsely
roaded areas and of removal or restoration of existing problematic roads to benefit both
terrestrial and aquatic biota.”

Today, roads are recognized as one of the premiere issues affecting the aquatic
environment (Gresswell 1999, Trombulak and Frissell 2000, Gucinski et al. 2001, Grace
and Clinton 2007). Road management is currently complex for many reasons; one being
that many historical roads still in use today were built in locations that would not be
currently acceptable (Swift and Burns 1999, Grace and Clinton 2007). Roads built decades
ago are often located in valley bottoms next to streams and are difficult to relocate (Swift
and Burns 1999). The last iteration of the Okanogan-Wenatchee Dry Forest Strategy
(USFS 2000) identified roads as one of the factors impairing watershed function.

Today’s recreation use (duration and intensity) on many forest roads currently surpasses
the original road design capability and has resulted in dramatic increases in sediment
delivery to the stream network (Grace and Clinton 2007). A lack of sufficient maintenance,
as well as increased maintenance above original design needs, increases sediment delivery
to water bodies (Grace and Clinton 2007, Luce et al. 2001). Environmental solutions to
road issues often call for reconstruction, relocation, or restoration (Swift and Burns 1999,
Gresswell 1999, Trombulak and Frissell 2000, Grace and Clinton 2007).

Existing roads are often considered essential for effective fire suppression and fuel
reduction management. Brown et al. (2004) calls roads “paradoxical” in relation to fire and
fuel management. They state that although roads have negative interactions with some
ecological processes and may increase human ignitions, “they decrease response time to
wildfire, act as holding lines, and make prescribed fire easier to apply.” They recognized
building new roads to implement thinning and prescribed fire might not be appropriate in
roadless areas. Further, their findings along with others (Lee et al. 1997, Rieman et al.
2000) recognize that active management to improve forest sustainability will likely
improve aquatic function. As related to fuels reduction, Brown et al. (2004) recommend
focusing thinning in areas with existing road systems and using minimal impact harvest
techniques.

Grace and Clinton (2007) suggest the most acceptable approach to minimizing the harmful
effect of the road system on the aquatic environment is to first focus on critical roads and
relocate and/or reconstruct them. Landscape planning discussed later in this document will
help identify critical transportation needs associated with forest health restoration. Luce et
al. (2001) propose a hierarchical set of questions to identify road treatments that are the
most ecologically effective and have the least fiscal and social cost: (1) where are the
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highest priorities ecologically; (2) within those, where are the most damaging roads; and
(3) within those, which ones can we effectively decommission or mitigate?

Rieman et al. (2000) suggest that restoration of low elevation mixed fire severity
ponderosa pine forests have short and long-term effects on aquatic ecosystems. In the short
term, efforts to restore forests along riparian corridors could increase sediment loads and
increase the risk of landslides and debris flows from steep facing drainages (Rieman et al.
2000). Current habitat has been degraded in many of these forest types, and treatments
(such as road obliteration and relocation, culvert replacement, and thinning to restore old
forest structure) could create more suitable habitat in the long term. Land managers will
need to consider a variety of spatial and temporal scales, improve scientific understanding,
and emphasize experimental design to understand the effects of treatments (Rieman et al.
2000, Luce and Rieman 2005).

The relative continuity of fire behavior between riparian areas and adjacent uplands is
influenced by a variety of factors, contributing to high spatial variation in fire effects to
riparian areas. Fire typically occurs less frequently in riparian areas (Russell and McBride
2001; Everett et al. 2003). Riparian areas can act as a buffer against fire and therefore as a
refuge for fire-sensitive species, yet under severe fire weather conditions and high fuel
accumulation, they may become corridors for fire movement (Pettit and Naiman 2007).
Fire effects occurring upstream will likely influence downstream conditions (Wipfli et al.
2007), as well as future fire behavior (Pettit and Naiman, 2007). In the eastern Cascade
Range, ecological conditions vary dramatically from the Cascade crest east to the arid
conditions adjacent to the Columbia River (Wissmar et al, 1994). Depending on geologic
and topographic features, riparian conditions and response to fire also vary (Halofsky and
Hibbs, 2008). Biophysical processes within a riparian area, such as climate regime,
vegetation composition, and fuel accumulation are often distinct from upland conditions
(Dwire and Kaufmann, 2003). This can be especially true for understory conditions
(Halosky and Hibbs, 2008). Considering these varied conditions that occur from the stream
edge to upslope and from river mouth to mountaintop, riparian response to fire is complex
and heterogeneous.

Locally, Everett et al. (2003) studied the continuity of fire disturbance between riparian
and adjacent sideslope Douglas-fir forests in the eastern Cascades with some samples on
the Entiat and Methow Ranger Districts. Their study findings suggest that 100 years B.P.
there were more large trees on sideslopes than in the riparian areas. They found fewer
traceable fire disturbance events in riparian forests, which may indicate a reduced
disturbance frequency, a more severe disturbance regime, or both. They also suggest the
last several decades of vegetation management and fire suppression have caused stand
cohorts in the riparian zone and upslope areas to become similar. Everett et al. (2003)
cautioned, “Our attempts to protect old trees in the riparian zone buffers at the expense of
adjacent sideslopes may be misdirected if old trees have been more historically numerous
on the adjacent sideslopes™.

Landform features including broad valley bottoms and headwalls appear to act as fire
refugia (Camp et al. 1996, Everett et al. 2003). Halofsky and Hibbs (2008) suggested a
general rule from their study: the wider the stream, the lower the fire severity. Both of
these studies correlated fire severity to vegetation type to varying degrees. Their studies
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combined with local knowledge can help identify portions of riparian reserve/riparian
habitat conservation area (RHCA) to minimize or avoid reintroduction of fire.

Shared fire events investigated by Everett et al. (2003) indicated significant continuity
often occurred between riparian forests and adjacent sideslopes in steep, narrow valleys,
troughs and ravines. Because these upslopes and riparian forests have qualitatively similar
fire effects, treatments guided by these findings are likely to restore ecological function of
fire regimes at the landscape level (Finney et al. 2007). As treatments are designed for
riparian reserves that have departed from their expected range of conditions, their position
in the landscape relative to elevation, location within the stream network, and climate
regime should be carefully considered to ensure the riparian function is understood (Pettit
and Naiman 2007). Due to the uncertainty of the predictability of effects of restoration
treatments on riparian habitats, this item has been identified in the monitoring and adaptive
section (Part 111).

Fire Ecology

This section includes an overview of recently published science relative to fire ecology
topics such as fire history and effects of thinning and burning on fire behavior and fuels.

Within the study areas on the Naches and Entiat Ranger Districts, Everett et al. (2000)
report mean fire free intervals of 6.6 to 7 years during the pre-settlement period
(1700/1750-1860) and lengthened intervals of 38 to 43 years during the fire suppression
period (1910-1996). They found a clear shift to a less frequent, but greater severity fire
regime, associated with longer recovery intervals (Everett et al. 2000).

Wright and Agee (2004) report mean fire free intervals of 7 to 43 years (1562 to 1995) in
dry and mesic forests of the Teanaway drainage, Cle Elum Ranger District. Sampling
within dry forests suggested that historical fires were of low intensity, leaving overstory
structure intact. The composition and structure of the historical forest was characterized by
a preponderance of very large (>100 centimeters in diameter) ponderosa pines. Mesic
forests exhibited a wider range of fire severities, with moderate and occasional high-
severity fires or crown fires. Fire frequency and size declined dramatically about 1900,
coincident with timber harvesting and fire suppression (Wright and Agee 2004).

The effects of thinning and burning on fire behavior and fuels have been well studied in the
past decade, although much remains to be learned. When evaluating fuel treatments from
across the west, the reduction in fire behavior parameters and fuel loading is maximized by
the combination of mechanical thinning plus burning (Schwilk et al. 2009). Thinning alone
by traditional commercial harvest methods leads to increases in small diameter (<1 inch
diameter) surface fuels immediately after treatments (Agee and Lolley 2006), but these
fuels will decrease to pre-treatment levels within 5 years (Youngblood et al. 2008).
Amounts of larger fuels (>1 inch diameter) can significantly increase and may not decrease
for a long period without the use of prescribed burning. Pre-commercial thinning using
mastication equipment can increase total fuel loading and fuel bed depths by as much as 2
inches, but the magnitude varies by fuel size class (Harrod et al. 2008a). Regardless of
thinning method, thinning followed by burning will significantly decrease surface fuel
loading (Stephens and Moghaddas 2005a, Agee and Lolley 2006, Youngblood et al. 2008,
Harrod et al. 2008a).
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Canopy closure, canopy bulk density, canopy base height, and surface fuel loading
influence torching and crowning fire behavior. Thinning generally reduces canopy closure,
canopy bulk density, and increases canopy base height (Stephens and Moghaddas 2005a,
Agee and Lolley 2006, Harrod et al. 2007a, Harrod et al. 2007b, Harrod et al. 20083,
Harrod et al. 2009). Burning alone is less effective at altering these characteristics in
mature stands (Stephens and Moghaddas 2005a, Agee and Lolley 2006, Harrod et al.
2007b, Harrod et al. 2009, Schwilk et al. 2009), but can reduce surface fuel loading
(Youngblood et al. 2008), thereby decreasing surface fire behavior and the potential for
fire to move into the canopy. However, burning alone can be effective in young coniferous
forests for thinning stands from below, reducing surface fuels, and raising canopy base
height (Peterson et al. 2007). Overall, it appears that crown fire severity in wildfires can be
mitigated to some degree by some type of fuel treatment (prescribed fire only, thinning
only, or combination) as compared to stands with no treatment (Pollet and Omi 2002,
Finney et al. 2005).

Forest Ecology

This section includes an overview of recently published science relevant to forest ecology
topics such as stand development, effects of thinning and burning treatments on overstory
and understory plant species, role, and recruitment of snags and old trees, and the spatial
patterning of trees within forest patches.

Everett et al. (2007) reconstructed stands on the Okanogan portion of the OWNF that
showed little or no evidence of timber harvest. Historically, frequent fires maintained low
tree abundance in these stands, but fire cycles lengthened in the 1860s as euro-settlement
progressed. Average stand density had already increased by 194 percent of the 1860 levels
by the start of effective fire suppression in 1915. From the 1930s to 1960s, average stand
density peaked at 258 percent of 1860 levels and tree densities began declining to 173
percent of the 1860 levels by 2000. In the absence of fire and without human intervention
(such as timber harvest), the sampled stands had increased representation of shade-tolerant
species and increased in overall mean stand age (Everett et al. 2007).

Thinning and burning have different effects on overstory. To some degree, the influence of
thinning treatments on the overstory is much more predictable as compared to other
variables because of greater control of tree removal. Thinning treatments throughout the
western United States have the greatest effect on reducing stand density and increasing
mean diameter (Schwilk et al. 2009). Most thinning treatments focus mainly on removal of
smaller trees, but overall tree density can be reduced up to 60 percent (Stephens and
Moghaddas 2005a, Youngblood et al. 2006, Harrod et al. 2007b, Harrod et al. 2009).
Prescribed burning has less effect on the overstory characteristics and generally does not
reduce tree density or basal area of the dominant overstory, but burning is most effective at
reducing seedling and sapling density (Harrod et al. 2007a, Harrod et al. 2007b, Harrod et
al. 2008b, Harrod et al. 2009, and Schwilk et al. 2009).

Snag density generally decreases following mechanical thinning and increases following
burning, including thinning and burning combinations (Stephens and Moghaddas 2005b,
Schwilk et al. 2009, Harrod et al. 2009). Snag reductions following thinning can be
significant. For example, about 70 percent of snags were cut during thinning operations in
the Mission Creek watershed, near Wenatchee, Washington (Harrod et al. 2007b, Harrod et
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al. 2009). Proportions of snags cut decline with increasing snag diameter, from 78 percent
in the sapling size class, to 50 percent in the large size classes. Conversely, snag densities
increase following burning (0 to 14 percent, depending on size class) or thinning and
burning (45 to 100 percent, depending on size class) treatments (Harrod et al. 2007b), but
burning increases the chance that existing snags will fall as compared to untreated or thin-
only sites (Harrod et al. 2009). Snags that are recruited through prescribed burning are hard
snags with little decay and it is important to retain legacy snags in a variety of decay
classes (Bull et al. 1997).

Old trees

Old trees are the most critical structural attributes in dry forest ecosystems (Franklin et al.
2008). Old trees have distinctive attributes related to crown structure, bark thickness and
color, heartwood content, and decadence (wounds, rots, brooms, etc.) and these
characteristics are usually developed between 150 to 250 years (Van Pelt 2008, Franklin et
al. 2008). These old trees are often large and lead to large snags and down logs. Large, old
ponderosa pine, western larch, and Douglas-fir trees are the most likely to survive wildland
fire, particularly if ladder fuels are managed (Pollet and Omi 2002, Harrod et al. 2008b),
and play important roles in post-fire recovery processes (Covington et al. 1997, Allen et al.
2002). The old tree component of most dry and mesic forest ecosystems within the OWNF
is lacking (Harrod et al. 1999, Hessburg et al. 2000), largely because past selective
harvesting focused on the removal of these trees.

Understanding the structural composition of old forests is important to developing
prescriptions for restoration treatments. Several studies have investigated the historical
density of large, old trees. For example, Covington et al. (1997) reported a density of 37
to111 trees per hectare in the southwestern United States. Harrod et al. (1999) estimated a
mean of 50 overstory trees per hectare, with a range of 27 to 61 per hectare, depending on
plant association at a study site on the Wenatchee River Ranger District. Youngblood et al.
(2004) estimated a mean of 50 overstory trees per hectare, ranging from 15 to 94 trees per
hectare at three study sites in eastern Oregon.

Spatial patterns of dry forests

Historically, dry forest stands were clumped at fine scales (<1/2 acre) and clumps were
composed of even-aged groups of trees (Harrod et al. 1999). Stands were uneven-aged and
composed of these even-aged groups. Average tree diameters were considerably larger
than compared to contemporary stands. This clumpiness is consistent with the patterns of
stand development described by Cooper (1960) and White (1985), in which seedlings are
established in a patchy fashion due to frequent fire within occasional ‘hot spots’ that result
from accumulated fuel. This process resulted in up to 30 percent of stands in non-forest
openings composed of grass or shrub plant communities (Fig.2). Present day stands exhibit
less clumping, particularly of large trees, than historically (Harrod et al. 1999). Current day
stands tend to be homogenous and high density, lacking important spatial patterns.
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Spatial patterns influence important ecological processes, such as fire spread and insect
outbreaks. Historically, natural openings limited the potential for crown fire and created
diversity of habitat for a diverse understory. When trees died in clumps, accumulated fuels
created areas for seedling establishment following fire. On average, low-density stands
maintained by fire were at or below critical thresholds for serious bark beetle outbreaks;
however, beetles were present and largely confined to high-density clumps that were likely
above the critical threshold for bark beetles. Disturbance processes, both fire and insects,
function differently in clump stands with gaps compared to more evenly spaced stands.
Insects cause mortality of high-density clumps allowing fires to burn dead wood and create
openings for establishment of new clumps (Agee 1993, Harrod et al. 1999).

Tree clumps can be defined simply as several trees in close enough proximity that their
crowns are interlocking (Long 2000). Youngblood et al. (2004) measured stand pattern
within three old ponderosa pine stands in Oregon and northern California. For one stand,
trees were randomly spaced at all scales. For the other stands, they reported these clumps
ranged in diameter from 6-80 feet, with tree spacing random at scales under six feet, and
tree distribution was clumpy at scales larger than about six feet. In a study conducted in
ponderosa pine forests in northern Arizona, researchers found that in unharvested stands,
large trees were aggregated at scales up to 28 meters and that clumps averaged 0.02 to 0.03
hectares in size (Sanchez Meador et al. 2009).

Complex patches are those with more structural and species complexity than the
surrounding area. Often, these provide habitat for important wildlife species such as
woodrats and/or flying squirrels (Lehmkuhl 2006a, 2006b), which are important prey items
for northern spotted owls and raptors. Patch characteristics include large snags, soft down
logs, and mistletoe brooms. Additional requirements for flying squirrels are canopy cover
over about 55 percent and fruit and seed producers such as Douglas maple, Oregon grape,
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serviceberry, rose, snowberry, and huckleberry. Lehmkuhl (2008) suggests that retaining
these conditions within riparian buffers could provide adequate habitat for small mammal
species associated with riparian areas. On uplands, retaining about 15 percent cover in
coarse woody debris within a stand could be expected to provide adequate truffle supplies
for these species (Lehmkuhl et al. 2004).

Understory vegetation

Understory vegetation is important for a wide variety of ecosystem functions (Allen et al.
2002) and comprises the vast majority of plant biodiversity (Gildar et al. 2004, Dodson et
al. 2008). Understory species provide habitat and forage for many wildlife species, are
important for regulating sediment transport and hydrologic regimes (Minshall et al. 1997,
Beche et al. 2005, Pettit and Naiman 2007), and are important for nutrient cycling
(Franklin et al. 2008). Intact native plant understories may be resistant to invasion by non-
native plant species, which can decrease understory diversity (Harrod and Reichard 2001,
Harrod 2001 and references therein).

Understory response to restoration treatment (thinning, burning, and thin and burn) is
varied, but understory vegetation is largely unchanged, particularly several years after the
initial treatment. Most studies have found that understory cover and frequency is
maintained or increases 1 to 2 years post-treatment (Collins et al. 2007, Dodson et al.
2008) and these measures, including species richness, will be maintained or increased up to
19 years (Harrod et al. 2007a, Harrod et al. 2008b, Nelson et al. 2008). These findings are
consistent with a large body of research completed in other areas in the western U.S. This
research suggests thinning and burning treatments in dry coniferous forests have few
detrimental effects on native understory vegetation (Abella and Covington 2004, Metlen et
al. 2004, Metlen and Fiedler 2006, Moore et al. 2006, Collins et al. 2007, Knapp et al.
2007, Dodson et al. 2007). It is important to consider that pre-treatment condition has a
strong effect on understory dynamics (Dodson et al. 2008). Stands that are very dense
before treatment have low cover and species richness, and mechanical thinning coupled
with drought can reduce the abundance of understory, at least in the short term (Page et al.
2005, Dodson et al. 2008). However, thinning and burning together may maximize benefit
of restoration in areas where understory richness is low prior to treatment (Dodson et al.
2008).

There are potential benefits of prescribed fire on increased resistance of native plant
communities to non-native invasion or as a method of invasive species control (Harrod and
Reichard 2001). Non-native species cover and richness tend to increase after treatment;
however, they constitute a minor portion (less than 2 percent cover) of the resulting
understory plant community (Collins et al. 2007, Dodson et al. 2008). A long-term study in
the eastern Cascade Range found that cover and richness of non-native herbs showed small
increases with intensity of disturbance and time (up to 19 years) since treatment (Nelson et
al. 2008). Thinning and burning may promote low levels of invasion by non-native species,
but their abundance would appear limited and relatively stable over time.

Wildlife ecology

Much has been learned about the ecology of wildlife species and communities within the
dry forests of eastern Washington during the decade since the strategy was first developed.
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In particular, significant investments have been made to better understand the effects of
forest restoration treatments on wildlife. A brief summary of what we have learned
follows.

Small mammals

Lehmkuhl et al. (2008) studied the similarities and differences between small mammal
communities in dry forest riparian habitats compared with dry forest upland habitats on the
Cle Elum and Wenatchee River Ranger Districts. They found that small mammal
communities contained several species that were highly associated with riparian forests.
Some of these species were generally thought to be associated with moister forests found
closer to the crest of the Cascade Range. Species richness and abundance were generally
higher within 20 to 35 meters of the stream, indicating that current riparian reserve buffer
widths would provide adequate habitat to conserve small mammal riparian associated
species (Lehmkuhl et al. 2008).

Lehmkuhl (2009) studied small mammal communities as part of the fire and fire surrogate
study conducted on the Wenatchee River Ranger District. The deer mouse (Peromyscus
maniculatus), yellow-pine chipmunk (Neotamias amoenus), and Trowbridge’s shrew
(Sorex trowbridgii) were the dominant species. Half of the study units were relatively
mesic habitats and supported a richer assemblage of small mammals that included all of
the captured species compared to the relatively species-poor dry units. Management
practices that reduce overstory density and allow greater wind penetration and drying,
reduce large down wood, and shift understory dominance to grass likely will shift mammal
species assemblages to favor species associated with the dry end of the moisture gradient
(Lehmkuhl 2009).

Lehmkuhl et al. (2006a) studied the demography of the northern flying squirrel in dry
forests on the Cle Elum Ranger District. Their results suggest that thinning and prescribed
burning in ponderosa pine and dry mixed conifer forests to restore stable fire regimes and
forest structure might reduce flying squirrel densities at stand levels by reducing forest
canopy, woody debris, and the diversity and biomass of understory plants, truffles, and
lichens. A similar result was found for dusky-footed wood rats (Lehmkuhl et al. 2006b).
Lehmkuhl et al proposed that patchy harvesting and retention of large trees, woody debris,
and mistletoe brooms might ameliorate the impacts to these species. Negative stand-level
impacts would be traded for increased resistance and resilience of dry forest landscapes to
now-common, large-scale stand replacement fires (Lehmkuhl et al. 2006a).

Munzing and Gaines (2008) monitored American marten abundance within dry and moist
late-successional forest habitats on the Cle Elum and Wenatchee River Ranger Districts.
They did not detect any marten in two years of sampling within late-successional dry
forests. Their results corroborate those of Bull et al. (2005) indicating that conservation
efforts for American marten should be focused in mesic and wet forest, not dry forest,
habitats, thus reducing concerns about the effects of forest restoration treatments on
American marten.
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Northern spotted owl

Research and monitoring efforts have been underway to better understand the demography
of the northern spotted owl (Lint 2005, Anthony et al. 2006), and trends in the availability
of spotted owl habitat (Davis and Lint 2005). A study was recently completed on the
Wenatchee River Ranger District on the ecology of barred owls and implications for the
recovery of the northern spotted owl (Singleton et al. 2010). The ability to model the
tradeoffs between reducing fire risk and protecting spotted owl habitat has advanced
considerably (Ager et al. 2007, Lehmkuhl et al. 2007a, and Kennedy et al. 2008). This
body of research has identified the following management implications:

The spotted owl population is declining at a rapid rate in the Wenatchee and Cle
Elum study areas.

Wildland fire was an important factor in the loss of spotted owl habitat in the east-
Cascades province.

Barred owls have successfully invaded and now occupy moist forest types at
greater densities than in dry forests. Some habitat partitioning may be occurring
between barred and spotted owls based on slope position and forest type,
suggesting that dry forest habitats may be important for recovery of the spotted
owl.

Models can be successfully used to inform managers on the tradeoffs between
protection of dry forest, spotted owl habitat and treating habitat to alter landscape
fire behavior and restore forest structure. In addition, these models can be used to
identify strategic locations on forest landscapes where treatments would be
particularly effective at reducing landscape fire flow.

HOT BOX 2

The Final Northern Spotted Owl Recovery Plan and
Forest Restoration

The final recovery plan for the northern spotted owl (USFWS 2008) outlines a habitat
management strategy for the fire-prone forests of eastern Washington, eastern
Oregon, and the California Cascade Range and Klamath provinces. The strategy for
east-side forests in the final plan represents a substantial shift from the reserve
strategy described in the draft recovery plan and in the Northwest Forest Plan. The
impetus for this change in strategy comes in large part from the findings of an
independent scientific review (Sustainable Ecosystems Institute Review Panel, [SEI
Review Panel]) of the draft recovery plan (Courtney et al. 2008) in which the SEI
Review Panel reached the following conclusion regarding the recovery of spotted
owls on the east-side of Oregon and Washington:

The threat from wildfire was underestimated in the draft recovery plan for the dry
forest provinces, and was inadequately addressed. This threat is likely to increase
given both current forest conditions and future climate change.

In some circumstances, owls may remain in, or rapidly re-colonize habitats that have
experienced a low intensity fire. Hence, it is incorrect to assume that all fires result
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The Final Northern Spotted Owl Recovery Plan and
Forest Restoration
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in habitat loss. In other circumstances, owls or their habitats are lost as a

consequence of intense or catastrophic fires. It is important to recognize such
variation of fire effects when developing a conservation strategy.

¢ In east-side habitats of the Washington and Oregon Cascade Range, the only viable
conservation strategy will be to actively manage fire-prone forests and landscapes to
sustain spotted owl habitat. However, this needs to be closely monitored through an
adaptive management process.

e A simple reserve network is unsustainable in east-side, fire-prone habitats.
Conservation strategies must be designed and implemented at the landscape level to
be viable.

e Based on these findings and the recommendations made by the scientific review
panel (Courtney et al. 2008), the final spotted owl recovery plan includes a habitat
management strategy as described below. In particular, recovery actions 6 and 7 are
relevant to this strategy.

e Recovery Action 6: Identify and maintain approximately 30-35 percent of the total
dry-mesic forest habitat-capable area as high -quality spotted owl habitat patches.
Identify and maintain approximately 50-75 percent of the total moist forests habitat-
capable area as high-quality spotted owl habitat patches.

e Recovery Action 7: Manage lands in the province outside of high -quality habitat to
restore ecological processes and functions, and to reduce the potential for significant
losses by uncharacteristic fires, insects, and diseases. This recovery action includes
three elements:

o0 Active management of dry forests. This includes the strategic management
of at least 20-25 percent of the dry forest area to reduce the risk of habitat
loss due to high severity fire, diseases, and insects and to increase the
resiliency and sustainability of spotted owl habitat.

o Development and retention of large trees and snags, an important element of
spotted owl habitat that takes the longest to develop once removed.
Restoration of large-fire tolerant tree species to their former role in dry-forest
landscapes would provide the habitat “anchors” for spotted owls and other
species. This includes the retention of large trees and snags following
wildfire.

o0 Long-term management of dry forests to reduce the potential for future high
severity fires and hasten the recovery of structurally diverse forests.

e On the fire-dominated east side of the Cascade Range in Washington, Oregon, and
California, the habitat management strategy described in the final recovery plan is
intended to maintain spotted owl habitat within an environment of frequent natural
disturbances. No habitat reserves are identified in these provinces, given the
assumption that the disturbance regimes preclude long-term persistence of any static
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HOT BOX 2

The Final Northern Spotted Owl Recovery Plan and
Forest Restoration

|
habitat management areas. Rather, a landscape approach is described that promotes

spotted owl recovery within the broader goal of ecological sustainability.

e “High-quality habitat” and “habitat-capable” would be defined by local conditions
and a provincial-level interdisciplinary team. It would include the following
elements: multi-layer conifer forest with large trees, high amounts of canopy cover,
broken top live trees and large snags, and large-diameter down wood.

o Habitat patch sizes are not defined here because identification of patches of high-
quality spotted owl habitat will be informed by local conditions as will the
appropriate patch size.

e The pattern and distribution of high-quality habitat should be informed by local
interdisciplinary teams and based on a number of ecological criteria including:
existing spotted owl locations, desired patch sizes, topography, barred owl locations,
prey base, risk of loss from fires, future fire behavior, insects, and diseases.

e The size and spacing of these habitat patches should be determined by
interdisciplinary teams of appropriate experts.

e Habitat percentages for dry and moist forests should be measured for each sub-basin
(example: Methow and Naches Ranger Districts) to assure habitat is well distributed.

Other bird species

A substantial amount of effort has been made to better understand the effects of forest
restoration treatments on forest birds in three studies. The Pendleton Ecosystem
Restoration study (Gaines et al. 2007) and the Fire and Fire Surrogate study (Lyons et al.
2008, Gaines et al. 2009, Gaines et al. 2010) both occurred on the Wenatchee River Ranger
District, and the Birds and Burn study (Saab et al. 2007) occurred on the Methow Ranger
District. Based on this body of research we offer the following implications for managers
to consider:

e Thinning from below followed by prescribed fire can be used as an effective tool to
restore habitat for many avian focal species, including neotropical and migratory
species (Gaines et al. 2007, Lyons et al. 2008, Gaines et al. 2010);

e Spring burning (without mechanical treatment) may not have the desirable effects
on restoration of habitat structure (reducing canopy closure, removing small trees,
creating canopy gaps, creating large snags) for avian species if conducted when
conditions are too cool and moist (Gaines et al. 2010);

e Large trees (and snags) in dry forests provide important habitat for foraging (Lyons
et al. 2008) and nesting (Gaines et al. 2010), and are a key component in
maintaining or restoring the viability of focal avian species;
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e The effects of spring burning on ground nesting species needs more focused
research with greater sample sizes to better understand the relationship between the
timing and intensity of prescribed burns and the effects on avian nesting and
survival (Gaines et al. 2010).

Saab et al. (2007) studied the effects of prescribed burning on avian communities across a
network of study sites across the western U.S., including a site on the Methow Valley
Ranger District. They found that overall, a greater percentage of migrant and resident birds
responded with higher abundance and density to prescribed burns during the year of the
treatment than in the year after (Russell et al. 2009). Fewer species responded one year
after treatments, indicating that the influence of prescribed burning is short-term.
Responses were variable for migratory birds, whereas residents generally had positive or
neutral responses. They found that prescribed burns not only reduced snag numbers but
also recruited snags of all sizes, including large size classes. The retention of large-
diameter trees and snags allows for population persistence of cavity-nesting birds (Saab et
al. 2007).

Snags provide habitat for a variety of cavity-nesting birds. Snags also become down logs
that provide nutrient cycling, soil stabilization, water storage, and habitat for prey species
(Bull et al. 1997). Forests within the historically low fire severity regime (e.g., ponderosa
pine) would have had more stable snag recruitment over time (Harrod et al. 1998).
Therefore, the standards for snag densities, conditions, and arrangement should be
supportable under the disturbance regimes of the area (Everett et al. 1999) and will require
consideration of wildlife habitat needs. The arrangement of leave snags in patches or
clumps was found to be more important to cavity nesters than dispersed or isolated snags
(Saab and Dudley 1998, Haggard and Gaines 2001). Large-diameter ponderosa pine (> 19
inches.), Douglas-fir, and western larch were important snags to retain because they meet
the requirements of multiple species of cavity excavators (Haggard and Gaines 2001,
Lyons et al. 2008) and have the longest residence times (Everett et al. 1999). In addition,
the most suitable snags for cavity excavation were found to be large diameter snags that
incurred defects, especially broken tops, prior to fire (Lehmkuhl et al. 2003).

Avian species associated with stream-side riparian forests and adjacent uplands within dry
forests were studied on the Cle Elum and Wenatchee River Ranger Districts (Lehmkuhl et
al. 2007a). They found that riparian forests had the greatest number of strong
characteristic, or indicator species compared to dry and mesic upland forests. Their results
indicate that current standards and guidelines for riparian buffer zones would allow for
avian refuge and wildlife corridor functions along streams.

Snails

Gaines et al. (2005) developed a predictive model of habitat attributes for the Chelan
Mountain snail species complex that is endemic to the Chelan and Entiat Ranger Districts.
Their results suggest that thinning to restore forest structure would not negatively influence
the species as long as canopy closure would be more than ten percent. The effects of spring
and fall burning on the Chelan Mountain snail have also been monitored. Preliminary
analyses showed that both burning regimes retained the presence of live snails on all
treated plots. Some plots showed a reduction in the population density of snails
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immediately post-treatment but these numbers generally recovered within a year of the
burn (Gaines et al. in prep).

Roads and wildlife

As with aquatic species, terrestrial wildlife species can also be influenced by human
activities associated with roads. Recent literature reviews conducted by Gaines et al.
(2003), Wisdom et al. (2000), and Singleton and Lehmkuhl (1998) provide a solid
scientific foundation for a discussion of the interactions of roads and wildlife. Much of the
research on the effects of roads on wildlife has been on wide-ranging carnivores and
ungulates; lesser-known species could benefit from additional research, especially those
less mobile species where roads may inhibit movements or fragment habitats. The most
commonly reported interactions included displacement and avoidance where animals were
reported as altering their use of habitats in response to roads or road networks (Gaines et
al. 2003). Disturbance at a specific site was also commonly reported and included
disruption of animal nesting, breeding or wintering areas. Collisions between animals and
vehicles are also common on higher speed roads and affect a diversity of wildlife species,
from large mammals to amphibians. Finally, edge effects associated with roads or road
networks constructed within habitats, especially late-successional forests, were also
identified in this study. The response of wildlife to roads and human activities that occur
along roads are often species-specific and can vary depending on animal behavior (nesting,
dispersal, foraging, etc.), road type, and traffic patterns.

Summary of New Science Findings

This section summarizes key science findings that are relevant to the sections presented in
Part Il and carried forward into the strategy.

Science findings relative to the landscape evaluation

e Comparison of current and historic landscape pattern revealed shifts from early to
late seral conifer species, patch sizes of all forest cover types are now smaller, and
current land cover is more fragmented.

e Across forest landscapes, the area in old multistory, old single story, and stand
initiation forest structures has declined with a corresponding increase in area and
connectivity of dense, multilayered, intermediate forest structures.

e Dry forest landscapes are now dominated by shade-tolerant conifers, with elevated
fuel loads, severe fire behavior, and increased incidence of certain defoliators,
dwarf mistletoe, bark beetles, and root diseases.

e The old tree component of most dry and mesic forest ecosystems within the OWNF
is lacking, largely because past selective harvesting focused on the removal of these
trees.

e In high severity fires, riparian overstories within dry forest landscapes have a high
degree of continuity with adjacent overstories on sideslopes, indicating that
treatments that disrupt continuity between riparian and uplands may be appropriate
so long as ecological processes are considered and treatments are fitted to site
conditions.
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Dry and mesic forests provide important habitat for the northern spotted owl and
may provide areas of lesser competition from barred owls. Restoration treatments
are needed to reduce the risk of landscape fire flow and should be placed in
strategic locations. Fire modeling has advanced considerably providing important
tools for managers to use to identify the location of strategic restoration treatments.

Science findings relative to the road network evaluation

Road and forest treatments spread uniformly across large spatial scales press the
aquatic condition outside of the range of expected conditions, which in turn reduces
the ability of aquatic species to persist over time.

Roads or road networks affect wildlife habitats and can result in road-related
mortality, fragment habitats cause wildlife to be displaced from or avoid areas
adjacent to roads.

Roads affect aquatic environments by blocking fish passage, simplifying stream
function, altering sediment delivery, and increasing fine sediment yields.

Generally, as the density of roads increases within a watershed, the quality of
aquatic and terrestrial habitats decreases.

Science findings relative to project level

Old and/or large trees are ecologically important to dry and mesic forest
ecosystems. There is a lack of old trees on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National
Forest. Large trees are most resilient to fire disturbances and provide important
habitat functions when live and dead.

Present day stands exhibit less clumping, particularly of large trees, than
historically. Current day stands tend to be homogenous and high density, lacking
important spatial patterns.

Thinning and burning treatments in combination are most effective at decreasing
stand susceptibility to uncharacteristic wildfire.

Mechanical thinning reduces snag numbers, but burning can increase the number of
snags, including large snags.

Thinning and burning treatments in dry coniferous forests have few detrimental
effects on native understory vegetation.

Non-native plant species may increase after treatment (thinning and burning), but
the magnitude is minor even many years post-treatment.

Thinning to reduce tree density and favor early seral tree species can reduce the
landscape’s vulnerability to uncharacteristic insect and disease effects.

Riparian understory response to fire is often less severe than corresponding
understory response to fire upslope.

In addition to traditional aquatic contributions, riparian areas provide habitat for a
unique community of small mammals and birds compared to adjacent upslope
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forests. Aquatic and terrestrial biota dependent on riparian areas warrants attention
when considering dry forest treatments in the riparian habitat. In some instances,
protection may be the most appropriate consideration, while in many situations
some type of treatment is warranted to restore ecological processes.

Spatial variability such as clumps, gaps, and complex patches within treated stands
provide important structural diversity for birds and mammals such as the northern
flying squirrel and wood rats. Complex patches should also retain large pieces of
down wood and tree diseases such as mistletoe to provide important habitat
components.

Several focal bird species, including the white-headed woodpecker and western
bluebird, responded favorably to thinning and burning restoration treatments.
Restoration treatments should retain the largest trees and provided spatial
variability in tree distribution.
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PART Il: INTEGRATED LANDSCAPE EVALUATION AND
PROJECT DEVELOPMENT

Successful restoration of forest ecosystems requires a landscape perspective, which is
essential for effective restoration of ecological processes and functions. Forest ecosystems
are dynamic and consist of complex interactions between vegetation, wildlife, aquatics,
and disturbances, particularly fire. Tools exist to analyze interactions among these key
ecosystem components at landscape scales (see process outlined below), but our ability to
describe and analyze interactions among individual species and changes to forest
communities or disturbance regimes is much more limited. An alternative to developing
overly complex restoration models that include all ecosystem components is to alter
structure and composition of vegetation and reintroduce processes such as fire (Kenna et
al. 1999), while restoring aquatic environments. Restoration plans that change vegetation
structure are important to restoring wildlife habitat, physical processes (soil and aquatics),
and spatial patterns. The landscape evaluation described below assumes that analyzing and
preparing restoration plans that address four key components (vegetation, fire, wildlife
habitat, aquatics) will result in restoration for a suite individual species, forest
communities, and aquatic systems.

Forest managers face tremendous challenges in determining the strategic placement of
treatments that restore landscape fire behavior processes while also being integrated with
other important resource values such as reducing risks to human communities and
increasing the sustainability of habitat for federally listed species (Collins et al. 2010).
Addressing this complexity can be facilitated by the use of spatial tools such as GIS and
ArcFuels (Ager et al. 2007, Collins et al. 2010); however, the problem of integrating the
datalayers into management alternatives remains. The Ecosystem Management Decision
Support (EMDS 3.0.2, Reynolds 2002, Reynolds et al. 2003) provides a useful tool for
integrated landscape evaluation and planning (Hessburg et al. 2004, Reynolds and
Hessburg 2007). EMDS supports an explicit two-phase, integrated approach to landscape
evaluation and planning. The evaluation phase (referred to as the logic part of the model) is
designed to get at the question, “What is the state of the system?” and the planning phase
(referred to as the decision side of the model) is designed to address, “What are reasonable
responses to address the problems revealed from the evaluation phase?” EMDS was
chosen as a tool to aid in landscape evaluation for a variety of reasons: 1) synthesis of large
amounts of diverse information, such as the comparison of current landscape conditions to
the natural and future range of variation (Hessburg et al. 2004, Reynolds and Hessburg
2007, Gartner et al. 2008), 2) analytic steps determined by the landscape evaluation
interdisciplinary team are transparent and repeatable, and 3) treatment options (including
no action) can be evaluated and discussed in the effects analyses.

Determining what variables (also referred to as ecological indictors) to evaluate in the
landscape evaluation is difficult and represents a balance between choosing a few key
variables to provide important insights into landscape conditions, but not evaluating so
many variables that the process becomes too complicated, inefficient, and impossible to
implement. As Reynolds and Hessburg (2005) point out, “Landscape evaluations
concerned with the restoration of ecosystems might be based on a set of ecological
indicator measures compared against reference conditions for those same indicators.”
Using this logic, what are the best indicators for which a set of reference conditions can be
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used to compare against? Fortunately, current research has already been conducted on
Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest landscapes, providing insights into what key
variables are meaningful at the landscape scale. Reference conditions have been
established for both the natural range of variability (Hessburg et al. 1999, Hessburg et al.
2004, Reynolds and Hessburg 2005) and the future range of variability that represent a
likely climate change scenario (Gartner et al. 2008). Based on these research results,
selected ecological indicators for the landscape evaluation include: 1) landscape pattern
and departure, including risk of insects and disease, 2) fire movement potential, and 3)
wildlife habitat amount and spatial pattern. A fourth variable, road network evaluation was
added because of the connection between road access for recreation and forest
management, access needs for restoration treatments, and the significant influences that
roads have on the aquatic systems. The Wenatchee Forestry Sciences lab is working with
the OWNF in the training and use of EMDS with the Dry Orr landscape evaluation being
the first collaborative effort.

This section presents the core components of the forest restoration strategy (figure 3). It
begins with a process called the landscape evaluation that defines the restoration treatments
needed, establishes the context of a restoration project area within the broader landscape,
and sets priorities for where restoration should occur. An important outcome of the
landscape evaluation will be the identification of potential landscape treatment areas
(PLTA). It is anticipated that two to three PLTAs would be identified from each landscape
evaluation. Information from the landscape evaluation would be used to develop site-
specific purpose and need for the PLTAs and would carry forward into project level
planning.

The project development portion of the strategy provides a process for interdisciplinary
teams to follow so that restoration projects are designed using the best available science
about forest ecosystems. Project level planning considers two spatial scales: project area-
wide considerations (the arrangement and interaction of forest stands), and the patch-scale
(spatial variability within a forest stand).

The planning and implementation of forest restoration projects should become more
effective and efficient by following the process outlined in this section of the strategy.
because:

e More than one project NEPA decision would be supported by one landscape
evaluation, allowing the information generated in the landscape evaluation to be
used repeatedly.

e More site-specific purpose and need statements and proposed actions will result in
fewer misidentified proposed treatment areas and missed treatment opportunities,
improving layout efficiency of projects. Currently, specialists often redo analyses
because site-specific conditions do not match the conditions that were assumed
during project planning.

e Better integration across resource disciplines will reduce resource conflicts and
provide a high level of ownership in restoration projects.

e Landscape evaluations and field validation will provide better information on
which to base decisions about the location, scope, and priority of various potential
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projects, so that limited resources for treatments are used where they provide the
greatest benefits.

e A focused purpose and need and project design would result in simplified NEPA,
by eliminating unresolved conflict, and eliminating the need for alternative
development (36 CFR Part 220, Section 220.7 (b) (2) (i).

Figure 3. Schematic of the Forest Restoration Strategy process showing the relationships
between landscape departure evaluation, project development and implementation, and
monitoring

At this time, there is not a broad-scale evaluation that can be tiered from to select priority
watersheds for landscape evaluations. District interdisciplinary teams select watersheds for
landscape evaluations based on:

Focused watershed action pla