
Ordinances and Policy Tools

Lake Michigan Watershed – Chicago Region
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ChicagoRTI.org

Source:  American Public Works Association



ChicagoRTI.org

“Mr. T’s 1987 

Lake Forest

Chainsaw Massacre”

Perspective



Understand Why Trees Are Important

Source:  Grainder

http://chicagorti.org/PriorityMap

http://chicagorti.org/PriorityMap


Tool Box
- an ordinance is the actual box!

ChicagoRTI.org

Source:  Grainder



The sections in the ordinance
are the tools!

Source:  Burl and Ingot Workshop

ChicagoRTI.org



Different types of ordinances

ChicagoRTI.org

General Provisions
Administration
Boards and Commissions
Business and Licensing
Health and Sanitation
Building Regulations
Zoning
Land Use and Development
Public Ways and Property
Tree Preservation 
Police
Motor Vehicles
Misdemeanors
Sign Control
Stormwater
Conservation
Special

Regulations 
around trees 
are distributed 
throughout the 
entire code!



Trees are infrastructure like 
roads, sewers, waterlines

Should be regulated, 
protected and maintained on 
public and private land –
because  services cross 
boundaries

ChicagoRTI.org

Source:  USFS Northern Research Station
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Capacity Survey 

• Professionalism

• Ordinances

• Mgmt. Plans

• $ Allocated

• Inventory

• Pruning

• Etc.

http://chicagorti.org
/PriorityMap

http://chicagorti.org/PriorityMap


Bronze – public property ordinance includes practices 
that would be included in a management plan

Silver -- public property ordinance based on a 
management plan 

Gold – public and private property ordinance based  
on a management plan

ChicagoRTI.org

Source:  UK Healthcare

Templates – Tree Preservation 



Basic Sections “Tools”
• Statement of Purpose
• Definitions 
• Standards and Specifications  ANSI etc.
• Preservation
• Legacy Trees
• Tree Protection
• Conditions for Removal
• Replacement 
• Credits 
• Invasive Species
• Diversity 5:10:15
• Naturalized/Conservation Areas
• Tree Board
• Tree bank
• Permitting
• Enforcement

ChicagoRTI.org

Urban Forest 
Management Plan 

foundation for 
ordinance or  

content included 
in ordinance



Urban Forest Management Plan
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Inventory



CRTI Forest Canopy Summaries

Chicago Region Trees InitiativeChicagoRTI.org



CRTI Forest Canopy Summaries
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CRTI Forest Canopy Summaries
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Chicago Region Trees InitiativeChicagoRTI.org

Species 
Composition
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Species and Diversity
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Resources
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Fact
Sheets
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Invasive Species Regulations 

Source:  Extension.umn.edu

Source:  IPAW.ORG
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Critical 
Areas

• Protected 
• Conservation 
• Legacy Trees



Climate Change – Heat

ChicagoRTI.org
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Supporting Resources
ANSI Standards
Permit Triggers and Forms
Basic Resources

Residents
Contractors
Developers
Utilities

TREE REMOVAL FORM



Oak Ecosystem Recovery

• Oaks won’t do well in all sites



Healthy Hedges Campaign

chicagorti.org/HealthyHedges
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Source:  Grainder

Tool box is only as good as the 
tools inside!



Source: Hendrickson Tree Care

Lydia Scott, Director, lscott@mortonarb.org
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Lydia Scott, Director
lscott@mortonarb.org

Source:  USFS Northern Research Station


