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WITH A GROWING 

POPULATION AND 

BOOMING ECONOMY, 

DALLAS STANDS ON

THE CUSP OF A NEW 

ERA IN ITS HISTORY.
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WITH A GROWING 

POPULATION AND 

BOOMING ECONOMY, 

DALLAS STANDS ON 

THE CUSP OF A NEW 

ERA IN ITS HISTORY.

Through optimism and collaboration, 

our city is busy

re-creating
our public spaces in the most 

extraordinary 
ways imaginable.
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BUT CHALLENGES STILL REMAIN…
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the city’s biggest

economic

social

Dallas’ green assets offer
cost-effective and unique
strategies for addressing 

challenges of today.

and ecological
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• Retain stormwater runoff

• Cool neighborhoods in the summertime heat

• Provide buffer against flooding

• Safe routes to school and work

• Increase active recreation of nearby residents

• Grow the local economy through rejuvenating 
forgotten or overlooked areas of the city

• Diversify mobility options through walking and 
cycling paths

• Clean pollution from the air

• Create a sense of place and community for nearby 
neighbors

Multi-benefit parks strengthen cities





Social
Challenges

Economic
Challenges

Environmental
Challenges



Introducing: 

Smart Growth 
for Dallas

Using parks to connect communities, improve public health, 
and protect Dallas’s most important natural places
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Property 
Value

Health 
Value

Activate

Our “Triple Bottom Line” Strategy
Parks about more than beauty and recreation. We’re using a “triple bottom 
line” strategy that evaluates potential parks sites in Dallas based on eleven 
different economic, social, and ecological objectives 

Educate

Connect

Equity

Health

Absorb

Cool

Protect

Social
Objectives

Economic
Objectives

Ecological
Objectives
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Recreation
Value



MAPPING PARK BENEFITS
Absorb & Protect  //  Cool

Connect  //  Equity  //  Health
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PUTTING OUR RESEARCH 

TO WORK
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Building resilience in Cedar Crest

• High priority for:
- Cool
- Connect
- Equity
- Health



Building resilience in Cedar Crest

• New hike-bike trail 
to be built in 2017-
2018

• Eight miles long
• Connects to light rail 

station / transit



Building resilience in Cedar Crest

• Trail to be built 
through electric 
utility easement



Building resilience in Cedar Crest

• Four public school 
campuses nearby

• All within half-mile 
walk of trail

• 10,000+ residents 
within walking 
distance of new 
parks



Building resilience in Cedar Crest

• Few sidewalks
• Opportunity to 

enhance walkability 
in neighborhood 
through trees, 
streetscape 
improvements, and 
signage


