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Presentation Outline 
1. 2013 Treasure Valley Urban Tree Canopy 

Assessment: an innovative and 
comprehensive regional assessment 

2. Treasure Valley Canopy Network: Building 
a Network from the Assessment 

3. Tools & partnerships having an IMPACT 

4. Lessons learned 

 
 



Regional UTC Assessment 
 2009 
 2011-2013 
 

 



2013 Regional UTC Assessment  
Extensive Analysis 

UTC % 
 Region 
 Municipal 
 Land Use 
 Parcel 
 R/W 
 Census Blocks 
 Neighborhood Assoc                    

(partner request) 

And more 

 Land Cover  

 Potential planting locations 

 Ecosystem Services 

 

  

 

 



1. CommunityViz Scenario 
Planning tools – 
Ecosystem Services 
 Regional Air Quality & 

Energy Conservation 
 Site-level stormwater 

management 

2. Partner training 
 GIS professionals & 

managers/planners 

2013 Regional UTC Assessment  
Tools for strategic management 



2013 Regional UTC Assessment 
Lessons Learned 

 Comprehensive & Innovative Assessment 
 Partner need 
 Ecosystem Services, strategic management 

 Extensive data – 21 GB GIS data & tools 
 Recognize potential future opportunity 
 Links to demographic data (census blocks) 

 Invested partnerships 
 Collaborative tool development 
 Cviz, Interactive PDF’s, UTC calculators 

 GIS + manager/planner partnership 

 

 
 



Treasure Valley Canopy Network 

1. Committed partners 

2. Framework 
 Mission = Collaborate, Innovate, Sustain 
 Identity & Outreach = Logo, website 

3. Engage community 

 
 



Partnership Growth 

 2009 
 2011 
 2013 
 The Future! 



Weaving the Network 

COLLABORATE, INNOVATE, SUSTAIN 



Geospatial tools & partnerships 
Deliver Impact 

1. Deliver Tools 
 GIS users 
 Map the Canopy tool & future tools 

2. Develop projects & programs 
 Boise Neighborwoods 
 Idaho Power Shade Tree project 

 
 



Deliver tools 
Regional GIS Users-Group 

 Audience 
 Natural Resources 
 Parks & Recreation 
 Planning, Transportation, 

Risk Management 
 Law enforcement, Fire, etc. 

 Partner presentations 
 Energy 
 Stormwater 
 Watersheds 
 Municipal Forestry 
 Planning 

 21 GB of data delivered 
 



Deliver Tools 
Map the Canopy 

 User friendly web-based mapping interface 
 Engages users in UTC data 



Map the Canopy 
Land Cover 



Map the Canopy 
Boise Neighborhood % UTC 



Potential future tool? 
UTC Storymap 

 
 



Building programs 
Boise Neighborwoods 

 Trees planted on private property 
adjacent to R/W 

 Strategic planting where needed 
 Public/Private benefits 
 GIS tools = management 

efficiencies 

 “Plant Trees, Grow a 
Neighborhood” 
 



Building Programs 
TV Shade Tree Project 

 Strategic planting for energy 
conservation 
 “West is Best” 

 Coming in 2015 
 Enhanced Map the Canopy tool 
 Potential planting locations for 

multiple ecosystem services 
 



Looking to the future 
Green Stormwater Infrastructure (GSI) 

 Watershed Planning 
 Local stormwater modeling  
 Streetscape re-design 
 

 



Looking to the future 
Urban Revitalization 

 Boise’s West End & Central Addition  
 Sustainability – developing a public/private 

vision for an EcoDistrict in the urban core 
 

 



TV Canopy Network 
Lessons learned 

 Invest beyond the assessment 
 Continue to learn & evolve 

 Be innovative 
 Build a strong foundation – data, tools & partners 
 Evolve with the industry & community – public, 

private, non-profit 
 Be strategic & solution oriented 

 Collaborate, Innovate, Sustain 



Lance Davisson, Coordinator 
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