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Community Planning Assistance for Wildfire

planningforwildfire.org
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Expanding our perception of the WUI



WUI characteristics and wildfire impacts



Land use & destruction patterns – low density

Black Forest Fire, 2013 (Colorado) Credit: CBS Denver



Land use & destruction patterns – high density

Highway 31 Fire, 2009 (South Carolina) Credit: SC Forestry Commission 
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Plans

• Comprehensive Plans

• Parks and Open Space Plans

• Watershed Plans

• Climate Adaptation and 
Mitigation Plans

• Resiliency Plans

• Subarea Plans

• Capital Improvement Plans

• Hazard Mitigation Plans

• Community Wildfire 
Protection Plans

Regulations

• Subdivision Regulations

• Zoning/ Land 
Development Code

• Building Code

• Fire Code

• WUI Code



Community Scale: Growth and Development 

Image Credit: CPAW/ RMRS



Community Scale: Land Uses
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Community Scale: Parks and Open Space
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Subdivision Scale: Water Supply & Access

Image Credit: WPI
Image Credits: WPI



Subdivision Scale: Setbacks
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Image Credit: City of Wenatchee, WA

Sleepy Hollow Fire, 2015 (Washington) 
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Subdivision Scale: Vegetation Management

Waldo Canyon Fire, 2015 (Colorado) 



Building/Lot Scale: Property Landscaping

Image Credit: City of Wenatchee, WA

Sleepy Hollow Post-Fire Neighborhood, 2015 (Washington) 



Building/Lot Scale: Property Landscaping

Image Credits: South Carolina Forestry Commission

Highway 31 Fire, 2009 (South Carolina) Credit: SC Forestry Commission 



Building/Lot Scale: Materials & Attachments

Image credits: Kelly Johnston, WPSImage Credit: Tennessee Division of Forestry 



Integrating WUI concepts 

• Federal and state requirements

• Local plans and policies 

• Local codes and regulations



Collaboration

• Land managers & natural 
resource specialists 

• Fire departments

• Educators

• Developers, builders

• Homeowner associations

• Other resource and 
industry professionals
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planningforwildfire.org

Learning and Sharing
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