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Between 2001 and 2011, the percentages of forest cover area meeting the criteria for intact, interior,
and dominant forest decreased for all five neighborhood sizes, which implies that a higher percentage of
forest cover occurred in less forested neighborhoods (P < 0.6) in 2011 compared with 2001. According to
the NLCD land cover maps, the total forest cover in 2001 was 581.3 million acres (235.3 million ha).
Forest cover gains and losses between 2001 and 2011 resulted in a net loss of 17.2 million acres (7.0
million ha) or &4 3.0 percent of total forest cover in 2001. Figure 4-7 shows more fragmentation of the
extant forest in 2011 compared with 2001 over a wide range of spatial scales and for three
fragmentation criteria.
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