Sensitive serpentine vascular plant habitat protection 
This project supported sensitive and serpentine plant habitat protection measures at two Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) in the Illinois Valley that had ongoing issues with OHV damage and illegal dumping in Lomatium cookii critical habitat.  
$5,000 total: $2,500 for fence building and trash clean up, $2,500 for boulders and berms
Waldo-Takilma Area of Critical Environmental Concern
The relevant and important values of this ACEC are serpentine plant communities supporting rare plant Lomatium cookii, Calochortus howellii, Cypripedium fasciculatum, Erythronium howellii, Limnanthes alba ssp gracilis, and Lomatium cookii critical habitat
Vegetation management direction under the Resource Management Plan for Medford BLM is to maintain natural plant communities and rare plant habitat.  The Waldo Taklima ACEC is 1,757 acres.  Four sections of buck and pole fencing were installed at key entry points for illegal OHV activity.  Previous to these fence segments, gates, berms, and fencing were installed at other entry points.  Those hard pieces of infrastructure have worked remarkably well and most OHV activity has ceased in the area.  After the initial round of barriers were installed, adjacent areas were targeted by OHV users.  This is where the fence segments were installed in fall/winter of 2018.  
There have been remarkable improvements in the ACEC overall, and no new OHV tracks in 2019!  In the winter of 2018, we were then able to feel confident about the OHV exclosures and moved forward with native plant restoration. While the native plant restoration work wasn’t funded by ISSSSP, the ISSSSP funding helped protect the areas of the ACEC that had been denuded of vegetation by illegal OHV activity where the native plant restoration occurred.  I planned a volunteer event with partners and we planted over 3,000 shrubs, trees, and perennials in the OHV damaged areas.  This summer I observed some planted areas had ~75% success others had ~50% success on the planting mortality.  
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Reeves Creek Area of Critical Environmental Concern –
[bookmark: _GoBack]The relevant and important value of the ACEC is the Cook’s Lomatium critical habitat, Lomatium cookii populations, and Limnanthes alba ssp. gracilis populations.  We installed 2 berms and ~10 large ½ ton boulders to prevent additional OHV damage to public lands over the 118 acres included in the special management area.  Two berms and boulders were placed at OHV entry points.  Previously there had been two gates installed to prevent illegal dumping in Lomatium cookii critical habitat and protect populations of Lomatium cookii from vehicle damage.  So far the berms seem to be working, and preventing additional OHV damage, outside of where the gates were installed.  One of the areas has a ~90% native plant cover established while the other had a less obvious native plant community response and likely should be seeded and mulched to encourage the OHV tracks to blend back into the landscape.
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Restoring Native Plant Communities Volunteer event at Waldo Taklima ACEC
[bookmark: _gjdgxs]Our partners for the native plant restoration day at Waldo Takilma ACEC were the Native Plant Society of Oregon, the Illinois Valley Soil and Water Conservation District, the Illinois Valley watershed council, and KS Wild.  We had about 60 volunteers show up for the volunteer planting event.  Together we planted around 3000 shrubs, trees, and perennials over about 10 acres of denuded OHV tracks.
A school STEM club from the Illinois Valley attended the volunteer event and these are some photos of the students planting native plants in OHV tire tracks!![image: ][image: ][image: ]

Report by:
Stacy Johnson, Botanist
Grants Pass Resource Area
Medford BLM
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ESTORING PLANT COMMUNITIES DAY
GVEMBER 28TH 10AM-4«

PLEASE JOIN US AT THE WALDO-TAKILMA AREA OF CRITICAL
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN (ACEC) FOR A DAY OF RESTORING
NATIVE PLANT COMMUNITIES! WE HAVE THOUSANDS OF PLANTS
THAT NEED TO GET IN THE GROUNDI THE MORE HANDS THE
eETTER

MORE DETAILS AT KSHILD.ORG 541-488-5769
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