Fencing Illinois Valley ACEC to prevent OHV and dumping damage
[bookmark: _gjdgxs][bookmark: _GoBack]In 2019 the ISSSSP program provided $8,000 in funding for conservation actions at French Flat Area of Critical Environmental Concern to address ongoing illegal OHV damage and trash dumping.  French Flat ACEC is 652 acres of District Defined Reserve with Cook’s Lomatium critical habitat and the largest population of Lomatium cookii on federal lands. The sensitive species Limnanthes alba ssp. gracilis and Erythronium howellii also occur in the ACEC.  These conservation actions have made visible improvements to the wet meadow habitats vulnerable to ongoing natural resource damage and will prevent future damage from occurring. 
Four segments of fence were constructed at different access points to the ACEC totaling around 400 feet of fence. The longest fence segment was about ¼ mile away from the closest road and the access point for drop off of the fencing materials.  In order to get the heavy wood fence poles to the meadow, we organized a volunteer event to hand carry the fence poles from the closest road to the meadow.  We had about 15 people attend and the fence was completed the next week.  No new OHV tracks have dissected the meadow in 2019 since the construction of these fence segments was completed.
Cost of the project was $8,000: $5,500 fencing materials, $2,500 construction of fence and trash clean up.
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Report by:
Stacy Johnson, Botanist
Grants Pass Resource Area
Medford BLM
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Join us to bwld a fence along the BLM deS|gnated botanlcal area boundary
Help in getting fence materials to the site, since it can’t be accessed via a road.
Sign up at www.kswild.org/events
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