SPECIES FACT SHEET
Common Name: Straggly Gooseberry
Scientific Name:  Ribes divaricatum var. pubiflorum Koehne 
Division:  Magnoliophyta
Class:  Magnoliophyta
Order:  Saxifragales
Family: Grossulariaceae 

Technical Description: Plants are 1-3 m tall with glaucous or pubescent stems that are erect to spreading; spines absent or present at nodes; and, prickles are absent or sparse on internodes. The leaves have 1-3 mm petioles with rounded to nearly reniform blades, are 3 or 5 lobed and cleft to half of midrib; and they are pilose with glandular and eglandular hairs (some plumose hairs at base). The leaf bases are rounded to cordate, with surfaces pubescent abaxially, subglabrous or finely pubescent adaxially; and the lobes have cuneate, margins that are prominently crenate-serrate with a rounded apex. The Inflorescence is pendent with either solitary flowers or 2-4-flowered racemes, which are 2-4 cm and have a glabrous or pilose axis; and, the flowers are evenly spaced. The pedicels are not jointed, are 3-12 mm and glabrous or pilose; the bracts are oval, 1-2 mm, glabrous or ciliate with stiff hairs and glands. The flowers have a obconic hypanthium that is 1.5-2 × 1.7-2.5 mm and pilose to villous; the sepals are 3.5-4.5 mm; and, the petals are white, 1.2-1.7 mm, the filaments are 3.5 to 5 mm, and the styles are 5-7 mm. The berries are palatable, purplish black, subglobose, 6-12 mm, glabrous. The diploid number is 2n = 16 (FNA 2008). 
Ribes divaricatum var. divaricatum is a similar white-flowered gooseberry, but it has larger flowers (2 to 3 mm) (FNA 2008).
Life History:  Not much is known specifically about the reproductive system of Ribes divaricatum var. pubiflorum, but the genus Ribes has been moderately studied. Most Ribes species are monoecious and insect pollinated (Brennan 2006). While Ribes species can easily cross for currant and gooseberry crop production and some can hybridize naturally, it is uncommon in nature (Bauer 1986; Brennan 2006; Messler et al. 1991).
Range, Distribution and Abundance:  This species is rare and only known from a hand-full of sites from San Luis Obispo County, California into the southern half of western Oregon. In Region 6, it is known from several sites in Josephine County, including an area along the Rogue River near Robertson Bridge, and undisclosed sites in Lane County (USFS-NRIS 2014; CPNWH 2013; ORBIC 2016).
Habitat Associations: This species is mostly found in low elevation moist areas on drainage slopes, river bottoms, lake margins, and coastal bluffs from 0–1500 meters in elevation (USFS-NRM 2014; CPNWH 2013; FNA 2008).
Threats:  The disturbance response for this species is not known, but it is reasonable to assume that ground-disturbing activities, such as trail building and maintenance, tree thinning, road construction, etc., in the vicinity of known sites could extirpate populations. Due to this species’ reliance on moist areas, climate change may cause drought conditions or increased risk of fire in the vicinity of known sites, which might result in declined or extirpated populations. It is unknown how R. divaricatum var. pubiflorum responds to fire, but other Ribes species are known to have improved germination of the seed bank in low to moderate severity fires (Zambino 2010).
Conservation Considerations:  Revisit known sites to confirm existence and determine population size. Conduct surveys in similar habitats to determine whether other populations exist. Buffer known sites from ground disturbing activities.  Consider whether near-by management activities will affect R. divaricatum var. pubiflorum habitat. For example, because this species tends to occur in moist areas, will a proposed management activity alter hydrology at the known site location?  Measure populations at regular time intervals to determine stability. 
Conservation Rankings: The heritage program ranks for this species are as followed: Global is G4, Oregon is S2, Washington is not ranked, and it is on List 2 for the Oregon Biodiversity Information Center.
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