SPECIES FACT SHEET

Scientific Name:  Otidea smithii Kanouse

Division:  Ascomycota
Class:  Pezizomycetes
Order:  Pezizales
Family:  Pyronemataceae

Conservation Rankings and Status:  
Global: G3
State: OR S2, WA Not ranked
Oregon Biodiversity Information Center (ORBIC) List 2 
(Ranks from ORBIC, http://orbic.pdx.edu listing as of August 2016)

Type Locality:  Crescent City, CA. 

Technical Description:  Morphological habit cup. SPOROCARPS are subsessile, apotheciate, 3-9 cm tall, typically taller than broad, brown to deep purple-brown when fresh. HYMENIAL SURFACE margin even. ABHYMENIAL SURFACE somewhat darker purple-brown. STEM covered with off-white hyphae. ASCI operculate, inamyloid, 8-spored. PARAPHYSES hyaline, curved to hooked at their apices. SPORES narrowly ellipsoid, (12-) 13.5 (-15.5) x (6-) 6.5 (-8) mm, smooth, biguttulate.

Distinguishing Features: Characterized by the medium to deep purple-brown hymenial surface both when fresh and dry and the spoon-shaped to more or less ear-shaped sporocarps.

Life History:  Fruits from August through December.  In the Pacific Northwest, generally found November, December and February.

Range, Distribution and Abundance:  Found in California from Santa Cruz north to Del Norte County, in western Oregon, and in Washington, north to British Columbia, Alberta, and Yukon Territory.  Occurs in northern Idaho, Montana, and Colorado.  Disjunct in Indian Himalayas, Himachal Pradesh state.

FS/BLM lands in Oregon and Washington:  Documented on the Gifford Pinchot, Siuslaw, and Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forests.  Documented on the Cascades and Upper Willamette Field Offices of the Northwest Oregon District, the South River Field Office, Roseburg District and the Grants Pass Field Office, Medford BLM District. 

Also, documented on the Arcata Field Office, Northern California BLM District.

Habitat Associations:  Solitary to gregarious on exposed soil, duff or moss, in old growth and mid-seral forests.  Tree associates include Pseudotsuga menziesii, Tsuga heterophylla, Populus trichocarpa, Acer macrophyllum, Abies procera, Calocedrus decurrens, Quercus garryana, Quercus kelloggii, Pinus ponderosa, Arbutus menziesii.  Understory associates include Acer circinatum, Gaultheria shallon, Berberis nervosa, Dryopteris arguta, Fragaria vesca, Whipplea modesta, Polystichum munitum, Toxicodendron diversiloba, Elymus glaucus, and Bromus vulgaris.

Reported from middle elevations, from about 1100 to 3800 feet.

Threats:  Direct disturbance and microclimate changes.  Loss of hosts, logging and soil compaction.

Conservation Considerations:  Protect known sites, including the microclimate.  Down wood requirements in management plans should provide beneficial mitigation.  Old growth reserves should provide protection for some populations.

Other pertinent information (includes references to Survey Protocols, etc):  The survey protocol for sensitive fungi is located on the ISSSSP website: http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/documents/inventories/inv-sp-fu-ver1-2008-12.pdf.

The survey protocol for Survey and Manage fungi is located on the Survey and Manage website: http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/surveyandmanage/protocols/ 
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ATTACHMENT 2:   Map of Species Distribution in OR/WA








ATTACHMENT 3:   Photograph of Species
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Photo by Matt Trappe, November 2013, under contract with the Oregon/Washington Bureau of Land Management, Northwest Oregon BLM District.
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