Bats in buildings-reaffirming direction, updated contacts
As Forests continue to move forward with disposal of abandoned buildings, this document is being sent as a reminder message regarding direction as it pertains to assessing and managing buildings occupied by Sensitive and/or bats covered by the Northwest Forest Plan. 
Forest Service direction on this topic was transmitted September 21, 2012, and is still considered valid. That direction may be found on the Interagency Sensitive and Special Status Species website, or here: 
· Region 6 Forest Service Information and Direction Regarding Buildings Used by Bats within the Northwest Forest Plan Area - Word .doc File - 61K
· Enclosure 1 includes:  - Word .docx File - 2.6M
· Safety Considerations When Conducting Bat Surveys
· Survey Protocol for Determining Bat Use of Buildings
· Management Recommendations for Buildings used by or assumed to be used by Bats
· Bat Education and Information Sources
· Plans for the Oregon Wedge Bat Box Design
· A copy of the NWFP 2001 Standards and Guidelines and Management Recommendations for Bat Roosts

Although the direction has not changed, the contacts listed in the letter have.  If you have questions regarding any of the information presented in this direction memo, please contact:
· John Chatel, R6 Threatened, Endangered, and Sensitive Species Program Manager, john.chatel@usda.gov, 503-808-2972
· Josh Chapman, R6 Wildlife Program Leader, Joshua.l.chapman@usda.gov, (503) 808-2901 
· Kelli Van Norman, interagency Inventory and Monitoring Coordinator, kvannorm@blm.gov, (503) 808-6606 or
· Rob Huff, interagency (BLM/FS) Conservation Planning Coordinator, rhuff@blm.gov, (503) 808-6479.
We strongly encourage Forest and District biologists to work closely with their engineering staff to understand the schedule for building disposal on their unit, in order to plan timely surveys, assessments of the buildings and implications to species viability on the forest, and alternate roost construction prior to building disposal.  Ideally if alternate roost structures are proposed as mitigation for building disposal, those alternate structures would be constructed and installed at least a few years prior to the disposal of the building. 
Other helpful contacts include: 
· Tom Snoberger, Regional Facilities Program Lead, tom.snoberger@usda.gov, (503) 808-2521
· Chuck Ruhsenberger, Regional Facilities Program Assistant, charles.ruhsenberger@usda.gov, (503) 808-2502
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