SPECIES FACT SHEET
Common Name:  Jenner’s dog-tooth moss
Scientific Name: Cynodontium jenneri (Schimp.) Stirt.
Recent synonyms:

Division:  Bryophyta

Class:  Bryopsida

Order:  Dicranales
Family:  Dicranaceae, although there is evidence and treatments that indicate the separation of the Rhabdoweisiaceae and the inclusion of Cynodontium jenneri in it (Buck & Goffinet 2000, Frahm 2000, Goffinet & Buck 2004, Hedderson et al. 2004), La Farge et al. 2000, 2002, Stech 1999, and Tsubota et al. 2003).           


Technical Description:  Plants bright green dense or lax tufts, up to 4 cm tall.  Leaves crisped when dry, spreading when moist; narrowly lanceolate, long acuminate, 3-6 mm long, margins plane or recurved about half way up the leaf; unistratose with occasional patches of bistratose cells near the margins; upper medial cells quadrate, unistratose, smooth on both surfaces, tumid, or often with scattered very low papilla, pellucid, 11-22 µm; basal cells rectangular; alar cells not differentiated; costa ending in or just below the apex.  Autoicous; capsules symmetrical, erect, not strumose, annulus persistent or sometimes partly deciduous; peristome long, teeth divided about half way, spores, finely papillose, brown and about 17 µm.   
Distinctive characters:  (1) predominantly unistratose margins with occasionally bistratose patches), (2) very low papilla, tumid, or smooth upper cells (3) capsule not strumose.
Similar species:  Ceratodon purpureus is ubiquitous and very similar however when capsules are present the two are easy to differentiate: C. purpureus has inclined capsules that are strumose (with an “Adams apple” at the juncture of the capsule and seta) while Cynodontium jenneri has erect capsules that are not strumose. When capsules are absent the vegetative characteristics that C. jenneri have and Ceratodon purpureus does not are: leaves that are more strongly crisped contorted, leaf margins recurved only half way up lamina, costae that are often subpercurrent, never excurrent, and the distal laminal cells that are thin-walled and tumid (swollen) including sporadic marginal teeth.

Other species of Cynodontium can be separated from C. jenneri by plainly papillose leaf cells, and unistratose margins with occasional bistratose patches. 
Other descriptions and illustrations:  Eckel (2007), Exeter et al. (2016), Lawton (1971), Nyholm (1954), Smith (2004).
Life History:  Specific details for this species are not well documented.  In general the protonema, spore germination and development are typical of all mosses.  Sporophytes are frequently produced and mature in early summer. 
Range, Distribution, and Abundance:  According to Crum & Anderson (1980) C. jenneri is an oceanic species of western Europe and the Pacific Northwest.  It has also been reported from Newfoundland.  In the Pacific Northwest it is known from Alaska, Yukon, British Columbia, Washington, and Oregon. Norris & Shevock (2004) report C. jenneri from Madera Co., (Sierra National Forest).  It is also known from Wyoming.  
Documented on: Oregon Department of Forestry, Clatsop Co., Siuslaw N.F., Medford BLM, Roseburg BLM.
A complete review of the Forest Service and BLM databases needs to occur, to ensure all Forests and BLM Districts with the species documented are captured here.  
Habitat Associations:  According to Schofield (1976) C. jenneri occurs on somewhat shaded cliff shelves in coastal areas from sea-level to subalpine elevations. Cynodontium jenneri occurs on peaty slopes, shaded rocks, outcrop crevices and shelves, and on humus of cliff terrace slopes.
Threats:  Trail, road, ski trail construction, and quarrying could eliminate local populations by destroying rock substratum.  Rock climbing could be especially damaging by eliminating local cliff populations and prevent re-colonization by continued use of a climbing route.    
Conservation Considerations:  All known localities could be revisited to determine the extent of the populations and to characterize habitats. Similar habitat nearby could be explored to find new populations.  
Conservation Rankings and Status:  
Global:  G5, Oregon (S1) British Columbia (S4S5) 

Oregon:  ORBIC List 3 

Washington:  Not ranked
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Attachment 1 – Photos

All photos by J. Harpel, under contract with the Oregon/Washington Bureau of Land Management.
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Leaf cross section
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Whole sporophyte



Sporophyte
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