Macro-Fungi Foray Task Checklist for Forest Service Region 6 & Oregon/Washington BLM Botanists – to use for coordinating mushroom forays with mycological society volunteers


	Task
	Time Required
	Expenses
	Notes

	Contact Mycological Groups in your area
	A few hours
	
	North American Mycological Assoc (NAMA) website is a great resource. ISSSSP Fungi Working Group List of contacts available at: ftp://ftp2.fs.fed.us/incoming/r6/ro/issssp/Fungi%20strategy%20for%20field%20review/ 


	Select Foray Location and date
	1-3 days
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]It is nice if the Foray location has a kitchen, bathroom, and area for ID and curation. Guard Stations are free, but need to be reserved well in advance; check with local recreation specialist. Depending on the group, it might be worthwhile to recruit a volunteer to cook. You may need to place a down payment if you plan to use a church camp or conference center.  A place that can sleep 20 is usually sufficient and a bathroom adjacent to the sleeping area is optimal.  


	Select Foray Date
	
	
	Selecting the date is often best guess because it’s done so far in advance of knowing if weather conditions will have been good for fungal development.  If multiple years of forays are scheduled, they foray dates probably should not overlap so that, in theory, different species might be fruiting.


	Scout and select sites
	3-7 days
	
	It can take a week to get good sites, compile maps and directions to the sites. Make fungi collection field tags (labels) ahead of time. During the foray, specific data must be collected including GPS locations and each collection must have a unique collection number.  These are critical data! A field tag template can be downloaded from: http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/inventories/identification.shtml


	Determine who will be doing IDs. 
	a few hours
	$1000 +/ weekend
	Secure a specialist if possible. Add the cost of the specialist into your funding proposal to ensure you have the money to cover this expertise.  If a specialist is not available, determine who will make the species list and be the contact for later identifications.


	Task
	Time Required
	Expenses
	Notes

	Organize paperwork for the volunteers. 
	A few hours
	around $1000 
	Check with your local support services specialist about reimbursement policies for volunteers before you make any commitments.  Or you can go directly to the source: FSM 1830. 


	Curation 
	3-5 days
	
	It is helpful if the specimens can be identified and photographed on site.  Have a skilled photographer take the photos if possible and use a tripod. Have a food dehydrator for drying collections on site, if possible. Drying specimens, entering the label information into a spreadsheet, labeling the photos, completing the curation process, locating an herbarium that will take the specimens, and sending the specimens to the Herbarium will take at least 3-5 days. 

	Documentation and Data Management
	3-5 days
	
	Data management is a post-foray task that must be addressed and requires funds. If actual Sensitive/Strategic species are found, ISSSSP would want them verified by an expert (depending on who did the initial ID). Darci Pankratz generally curates those specimens and gives them to either OSU or UW herbarium.  Folks can do whatever they want with the other specimens, but it is strongly recommended that a list of species be kept and incorporated into a final report and entered into the agency database (NRIS/GeoBOB).  


	Resources
	
	
	Helpful information on fungi survey techniques:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/documents/inventories/inv-sp-fu-ver1-2008-12.pdf
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