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ISSSSP update-April 2014

Websites — ISSSSP and Survey & Manage

Since our last update, a large number of products have been posted on the ISSSSP website in-
cluding inventory reports, species fact sheets, conservation assessments, a monitoring strategy
and protocol for White-headed woodpecker, site management plans, and updates to species
distribution maps for over 150 fungi species. Both the Sensitive and Survey & Manage fungi
maps can be found on the ISSSSP website.

If looking for information on a particular species, it's easiest to find all of the posted documents
by using the “Index by Species” tab and searching the appropriate taxa group.

If you find errors or encounter problems, please be sure to notify Carol Hughes with that infor-
mation. Web addresses are:

Survey & Manage: http://www.blm.gov/or/plans/surveyandmanage,

ISSSSP: http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/

Bureau of Land Management/Forest Service

Publication highlight

The ISSSSP helped support the
publication of Land Snails and Slugs of
the Pacific Northwest, a field guide by
retired Forest Service wildlife biologist,
Tom Burke. This product should be a
useful tool for field unit mollusc
identification work.

ISSSSP List Update in Progress

We are currently working on the Region 6 Regional
Forester Federally Threatened, Endangered, and
Proposed, and Sensitive and Strategic Species List
update and the OR/WA State Director Special Sta-
tus Species List Update.

This list update will include:

e  Federal listings or federally proposed listing
(these listings are valid as of the effective date
in the federal register notice)

e Changes based on the ORBIC update to the
Rare, Threatened and Endangered Species of
Oregon list

e Changes to the WNHP list

e Reconciliation between our corporate data-
bases and the documented (D) on the lists

e  Species fact sheet/Conservation assessment
reconciliation of documented and suspected
occurrence status with the list

e New invertebrate species that we now have
adequate information on, to add these species

Land Snails and Slugs to the list.

of the Pacific Novithwest

A draft list should be transmitted to the field this

THOMAS E. BURKI . . .. .
Photographa'by WilliamP. Léoy spring, with a minimum of a month review and
then a final list transmitted sometime this fall. If

you have any questions, please call Carol Hughes.
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Key Points in this issue:

e New draft SSSS list out this
spring

e Fungi NEPA Effects training set
for May 12 in Bend

e Taxonomic projects underway
to address undescribed gastro-
pods

FY 14 Project Proposals selected
and shared with field units

e A large number of new Species
Fact Sheets and Conservation
Assessments have been posted
on our website
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Inventory and Monitoring

Specimen Identification Services

Collection of a voucher specimen is required for invertebrates, lichens, bryophytes, and fungi. In the November 2011 ISSSSP voucher-
ing policy update, we also asked that vascular plants with few documented sites, generally less than 20 per state, be vouchered along
with species’ range extensions. To help get a sense of which species may have few or only old vouchers, we contracted with the Ore-
gon Flora Project to assess the herbarium specimen record from multiple herbaria for Sensitive and Strategic vascular plant species in
Oregon. They gathered information about the total number of vouchered specimens, the most recent collection year, the time period
of the greatest gap in specimen collection and the duration of the gap. We are working with the University of Washington Herbarium
at the Burke Museum to have the same analysis done for the Washington Sensitive and Strategic vascular plant species.
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/inventories/identification.shtml

North American Mycoflora Project

To get a sense of how important your voucher collections are, visit the North American Mycoflora Project’s webpage - http://
www.northamericanmycoflora.org/. A modern, comprehensive guide to the North American macrofungi is now being developed.
There has never been a regional mycoflora, let alone one for all of North America. It will have online keys, downloadable applica-
tions, distribution maps, macroscopic and microscopic images, and molecular information. As always, the metadata capturing exactly
where, when, by whom, on what substrate the specimen was collected and fresh notes and photographs of the specimen is incredi-
bly important. DNA sequencing is revolutionizing fungal taxonomy and systematics so this is a very exciting time for a mycoflora to
be developed.

Aquatic Gastropod Workshops & Further Taxonomic Projects

Dr. Robert ‘Bob’ Hershler from the Smithsonian Institute is an expert in aquatic gastropods. He was in Oregon in May of 2013 to con-
tinue working on the undescribed Klamath Basin Fluminicola (pebblesnails) under a BLM Assistance Agreement. ISSSSP sponsored Bob
to hold a workshop in Klamath Falls and another in Dufur, Oregon on the eastside of the Mt Hood National Forest. We covered survey
techniques, how to “relax” the snails, and lots about aquatic snail identification. Bob’s colleague, geneticist Dr. Hsiu-Ping Liu from the
Metropolitan State University of Denver was able to join us in Dufur and give additional practical advice about vouchering.

Bob will be concluding his Klamath Basin Fluminicola project soon. His next project will be on undescribed Colligyrus (duskysnails)
from the Columbia and Willamette River basins. Jen Smith from Medford BLM has also initiated a Rogue-Umpqua Basin Fluminicola
taxonomic project with Bob. Dr. Ellen Strong, also from the Smithsonian, will begin to work on undescribed Oregon and Washing-
ton Jugain 2014.

Non-vascular and Vascular Plant Inventories in Groundwater-rich Wetlands

Rick Dewey, assistant botanist from the Deschutes National Forest, is a bryologist who over the last few years has been conducting
inventories in groundwater-rich wetlands (i.e., fens, bogs, and other groundwater-fed peatlands) on National Forests across Oregon
and Washington. In 2014, Rick will be expanding his efforts to help the Klamath Falls Resource Area on the Lakeview BLM District.
ISSSSP’s goal has been to gain a basic understanding of what Sensitive or Strategic bryophytes and vascular plants occur in these
habitats, especially given that our Sensitive species list has expanded greatly to include bryophytes. One of Rick’s additional goals
has been to conduct tests and determine what type of groundwater-rich wetland it is since this is not something that can be identi-
fied through aerial photos. Through his experience Rick has developed lists of fen-reference taxa and is helping the National Forest,
and now BLM, staff better understand these rare ecosystems where grazing impacts from native and non-native ungulates can be
extensive.

Oregon spotted frog monitoring

The “proposed for federal listing” Oregon spotted frog was the subject of a 4 year monitoring effort across FS/BLM sites in Oregon,
funded by the ISSSSP and conducted by USGS personnel. A final report on this effort is to be completed in 2014. The study wiill
help show trends in proportion of occupied sites and influence of environmental factors on colonization or extinction.

For additional information about ISSSSP inventory or

\X/ork Group h]gh“ght monitoring efforts, please contact Kelli Van Norman.

Fungi Work Group
The Fungi work group has spent the last year preparing for two Fungi NEPA Effects Trainings. The first training will be May 12" at the
Deschutes NF Supervisor's Office; the second will be sometime in late October, likely also in Bend, Prineville, or Redmond. The work
group has prepared various tools for sharing at the sessions and for posting on our website. Some of the tools are currently posted,
others are completed, and we hope to have them posted before the first session. Some of these tools include: updated fungi species
maps for all Sensitive and Survey and Manage species, an updated annotated bibliography on fungi effects studies, an updated habitat
summary for all Sensitive species, a NEPA template, and white papers on effects to fungi from prescribed fire and thinning.
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Work Group highlight
Bat Work Group

In December 2013 a small interagency bat work group for R6 Forest Service and OR/WA BLM had their first meeting. Two of the main
tasks for the group are to develop tools to better help the field biologists conduct effects analyses and help develop a White-nose Syn-
drome (WNS) surveillance plan for our two agencies. In addition, they will help represent our agencies with partners and regional and
national bat groups.

Members of the work group are: Cassandra Hummel (Prineville BLM), Robin Snider (Medford BLM), John Owens (Lakeview BLM), Joe
Doerr (Willamette NF), Julie York, (Deschutes NF), Mitch Wainwright (Gifford Pinchot NF), Michelle Caviness (Willamette NF, Western
Bat Working Group, Oregon representative) and Rob Huff and Kelli Van Norman (ISSSSP).

Conservation Planning

Conservation Planning efforts focus on providing informational documents such as species fact sheets for the little known SSSS (fungi,
lichens, bryophytes, invertebrates), as well as creating more detailed conservation and management oriented documents
(Conservation Assessments, Conservation Strategies, Conservation Agreements, Site Management Plans) for higher-priority species, or
those species where more information is known about them. Please see the ISSSSP website for a full listing of documents created to
date.

Completed and Posted
While not comprehensive, the list of Conservation Planning documents that have been completed and posted on our website since
the last ISSSSP update includes:

e  Conservation Assessments for White-headed woodpecker, Achnatherum hendersonii; Achnatherum wallowaense, updated
Assessments for 14 lichens, and updated Assessments for all Survey and Manage and Sensitive fungi species.

e 32 species fact sheets, mostly invertebrates and a few lichens.
e  Site management plans covering 15 Mardon skipper sites.

Completed but not yet posted

Species fact sheets for all 30 sensitive fungi, as well as fact sheets for 4 invertebrates.

Planned for FY14

For FY14, a large number of tasks are planned, including:

e  Conservation Assessments for 4 of the 5 sensitive bat species (Pallid bat, Townsend's big-eared bat, Fringed myotis, Spotted bat),
2 mammals (red-tailed chipmunk and pygmy shrew), 2 vascular plants (Arabissparsifioravar. atrorubens and Suksdorfia viola-
ced), 2 amphibians (Cope’s giant salamander, Van Dyke's salamander), and updated Assessments for 8 mollusk species
(Cryptomastix devia, Cryptomastix hendersoni, Deroceras hesperium, Helminthoglypta hertlieni, Hemphillia burringtor,
Hemphiflia glandulosa, Monadenia fiaelis minor, Prophysaon coeruleum)

e Conservation Strategies for Coryaalis aquae-gelidae and Carex idahoa

e  Habitat restoration projects for Townsend'’s big-eared bat, Leona’s little blue butterfly, Golden Chinquapin and Golden hairstreak

e  Species Fact Sheets for thirteen invertebrate species (Juga hemphilli dallesensis, Juga hemphilli hemphifli, Juga hemphilli mau-
pinensis, Lanx klamathensis, Lanx subrotunda, Monadenia fidelis beryllica, Monadenia fidelis celeuthia, Pomatiopsis californi-
ca, Vespericola sierranus, Homoplectra schuhi, Ogaridiscus subrupicola, Oreohelix strigosa delicata, Fluminicola virens) and 3
vascular plants ( Hieracium horridum, Streptanthus glandulosus, Ribes divaricatum ssp. pubiflorum)

e  Site management plans for Townsend’s big-eared bat, Siuslaw hairy-necked tiger beetle, and a number of Mardon skipper sites.

HIGHLIGHT: Redband Trout Conservation Agreement For additional information about Conservation
For the past year, Regional Fisheries Biologist James Capurso has been working with Planning please contact Rob Huff

an interagency team to develop the Rangewide Conservation Agreement for Interior
Redband Trout. Results of a recent rangewide status assessment found, while
redband trout are not at imminent risk, conservation efforts are critical to assure long
term persistence within their historic range. The conservation agreement outlines a
process of cooperation, coordination, and data sharing for the conservation of
redband trout and their habitat. It specifies mission and goals relating to conserva-
tion, management, and research of the species. Contact

James Capurso, Regional Fisheries Biologist 503-808-2847 for more information.
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Data Management Update

GeoBOB update

GeoBOB Mobile for Flora data collection was deployed in the summer
of 2013, joining GeoBOB Mobile for Fauna data collection, which was
deployed in 2012. These ArcGIS and ArcPad tools were developed by
Dana Baker and Aaron Dick in OR 955. Geo-BOB Mobile is intended to be
used on GIS devices, to collect both wildlife and botany data and to easily
move it into the GeoBOB database. Use of this new application should
streamline data collection and entry for special status species, and result in
more accurate data with significant savings in time and cost.

Red Tree Vole Data Migrated

Red Tree Vole data has been held in its own set of tables in GeoBOB for
many years. In FY 2013, the data was migrated (by contractor Katie
McHugh) into regular GeoBOB tables and is now a part of regular Geo-
BOB Fauna data. Stephen Haney (Medford District) provided essential
assistance in the migration and developed a data entry document for the
new RTV data entry procedures.

ISSSSP update-April 2014

NRIS Wildlife

An in-person NRIS Wildlife training was re-
cently hosted at the Deschutes NF Supervi-

sor’s Office. If in-person training is needed in

R6 next year, please contact Ann Sprague
(asprague@fs.fed.us), our NRIS Wildlife R6
Center of Excellence.

For the last few years, the annual due date
to get your prior season'’s data into NRIS is

March 1*. Count on it being the same next
year and plan ahead!

To help have consistency among our da-
tasets for taxa that have specific protocols or
that many Forests handle, we have devel-
oped or are developing Data Entry Guide-
lines. When completed these will be posted
on our ISSSSP or Survey and Manage web-

Survey and Manage 2001 statuses have been added to the Geo- site.
BOB_ISSSSP_STATUS_LIST, to support the return to the use of the old list.
Naming and synonymy have been updated as well, to enable GeoBOB TAXA AUTHOR STATUS
and NRIS (Forest Service) data to be combined for analysis. Oregon Cheron Has been
o ] spotted Ferland reviewed.
Training Materials frog Being final-
The following Online Short Courses have been developed (by Diane Stutz- ized.
man) and recorded in Camtasia (by Carrie Sakai). GeoBOB Flora Data En- Bald eagle Cheron Has been
try, GeoBOB Fauna Data Entry, and Querying and Reporting in GeoBOB. Ferland reviewed.
In addition, GeoBOB Mobile Online Short Course was developed by Dana Being final-
Baker and recorded in Camtasia by Carrie Sakai. All of these materials can ized.
be accessed through links on the GeoBOB Training Sharepoint Site. Red tree Terri Stone Finalized
http://teamspace/or/sites/GeoBOB/Pages/default.aspx vole April 2013,
GeoBOB In-Person training and GeoBOB Mobile training are scheduled Red tree Terri Stone Under de-
vole que- velopment
for June 2014. :
ries
Animated PowerPoint documents have been completed for Flora Site Bats Ehfrog Ur;der de-t
with Multiple Observations and for Bat Data Entry. Training materials for gr an velopmen
Marbled Murrelet data entry are completed and being reviewed . Mollusks Tiffany Under de-
Young velopment

For more information about Data Management,

please contact Ann Sprague or Kelli Van Nor-
man about the Forest Service and Diane Stutz-
man for the BLM.



http://teamspace/or/sites/GeoBOB/Pages/default.aspx�

Page 5

Program Information

Personnel Updates

John Chatel was selected as the Region 6 Threatened, Endan-
gered and Sensitive Species Program Manager. John joins us
from Region 4, Sawtooth National Forest Supervisor’s Office,
Twin Falls, ldaho. He was the Forest Aquatics Program Man-
ager. He previously worked in Region 6 on the Umpqua Na-
tional Forest as the Assistant Forest Fish Biologist responsible
for TES species. He reported to the Region 6 Regional Office
on August 26, 2013. Please help us in welcoming him back
to the Region.

ISSSSP update-April 2014

Oregon State Office and Regional Office Moved to
New Building

The BLM and Forest Service have moved to the Edith
Green-Wendell Wyatt Federal Building. ISSSSP employ-
ees no longer sit on the same floor. Rob and Kelli are on
the 11" floor and Darci, Mark Skinner, John, and Carol
are on the 16™ floor. Our phone numbers have stayed
the same. The building address is 1220 SW 3" Avenue,
Portland, OR 97204-2825.

FY2014 Project Proposals

We have held fairly steady in the number of proposals submitted

for ISSSSP funding with 69 proposals total, but the quality has
greatly improved since we began this process in 2005.

Category Number of Proposals
Vascular Plants 21
Non-vascular Plants 9
Fungus 4
Wildlife 14
Terrestrial Invertebrates 8
Aquatic Invertebrates 5
Fish 6
BLM 18
FS 45
Joint BLM/FS 6

An evaluation team met in May 2013 to review the proposals.
Unfortunately due to a travel ban, no BLM field personnel were
on the evaluation team. Thanks to Dave Clayton (Rogue River-
Siskiyou NF), Shauna Hee (Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie NF), Tiffany
Young (Willamette NF), and Brett Carre (Columbia River Gorge
National Scenic Area) for reading through all the proposals and
coming to the Regional Office for several intense days of
evaluation. In addition, the Fungi Work Group reviewed the 4
fungal proposals.

FY2015 Project Proposals

FY15 ISSSSP proposals were due March 27™. Forty-four pro-
posals were submitted. We'll hold our evaluation team meet-
ing the last week of April, first day of May.

If you have questions on the Project Proposal process, please
contact Kelli Van Norman or Rob Huff.

ISSSSP priority species

In January 2013, we asked field units to help identify the top
Sensitive and Survey and Manage species for us to help focus
our money and time on. With over 700 Sensitive species, it's
important to prioritize our limited monies and energies. Field
units identified key information gaps and conservation needs,
and identified associated tasks to address them. These needs
will drive ISSSSP and Survey and Manage funding and work-
load priorities over the next few years.

Oregon Biodiversity Information Center (ORBIC) and
Washington Natural Heritage Program (WNHP)
Coordination

The ISSSSP team met with ORBIC and WNHP on January 31,
2014. A key objective of these meetings is to collaborate to
determine where we can combine resources to provide for
efficient and effective inventory and conservation of rare
species. ORBIC and WNHP continue to make progress on or
have completed the following for us:

e Information management and data transfer

e  Applying the Climate Change Vulnerability Index for a
specific list of vascular plants; we will consider assessing
amphibians, mardon skipper, and some ground-water
dependent species

e  ORBIC utilizing the NatureServe rank calculator for
assessment of species ranks and creating an output that
they post on their website, plus provide that as a
deliverable to us

e Determining the information gaps for Strategic species and
prioritizing species and actions in order to fill information
gaps

e  WNHP completed assessing and ranking lichen species in
Washington State; they coordinated with NW
Lichenologists on this task

If you have any questions, please contact Carol Hughes.
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Lists of Agreements in Place that Support ISSSSP and S&M

Attached is a list of agreements established by the ISSSSP and OR/WA BLM State Office Plant Conservation Programs that support the inventory
and conservation of rare species for both BLM and FS in Oregon and Washington. These agreements can provide efficiency for transfer of
funds or completion of work associated with rare species inventory and management, and they can be modified to support this work at the

field level. Please contact Carol Hughes or Mark Mousseaux if you have a need to work with one these agencies/organizations.

Agency | Agreement Type | Partner Project Description
FS 1A OR/WA BLM General ISSSSP support, Inventory and Conservation of
rare species
FS 1A USGS, Forest and Rangeland | Oregon spotted frog monitoring and analysis
Ecosystem Science Center,
Corvallis
FS Purchase order WNHP/WDNR Data services and support to ISSSSP
FS Purchase order ORBIC/Portland State Univer- | Data services and support to ISSSSP
sity
BLM 1A Region 6 FS General ISSSSP support, Inventory and Conservation of
rare species
BLM 1A USGS, Forest and Rangeland | Implement the Oregon spotted frog study plan
Ecosystem Science Center,
Corvallis
BLM FAA Oregon Wildlife Institute Inventory and conservation of rare vertebrates
BLM FAA The Smithsonian Institution Taxonomic work on aquatic mollusks
BLM FAA The Xerces Society, Portland Invertebrate inventory and conservation
BLM FAA Chicago Botanic Gardens Conservation Land Management interns
BLM FAA NW Lichenologists Conservation, inventory and training of rare lichen and
bryophyte species
BLM FAA Institute for Applied Ecology | Conservation, inventory and monitoring of rare plants
BLM FAA WNHP/WDNR Plant and animal conservation and data services
BLM CESU-FAA ORBIC/Portland State Univer- | Plant and animal conservation, analysis, and data ser-
sity vices
BLM CESU-FAA University of Washington Plant monitoring, inventory, seed collection and
Rare Care germplasm storage
BLM CESU-FAA Portland State University Plant conservation, rare plant seed collection and
(Rae Selling Berry Botanical germplasm storage
Garden)
BLM CESU-FAA UW Herbarium Plant Conservation — Flora PNW (in progress)
BLM CESU-FAA osu Plant Conservation — Flora of Oregon
BLM CCS-FAA Carex Working Group, LLC Conservation, inventory and training of grasses and
carices

IA = Interagency Agreement

FAA = Financial Assistance Agreement

CESU = Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit

CCS = Challenge Cost Share
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Contact Information and Feedback

We're always looking for feed-
back. Is this newsletter helpful?
Is the format okay, or would
you recommend something
different? What other kind of
information or topics would
you like to hear about?

Please send any comments you
have to Rob Huff,
Rhuff@blm.gov

Interagency personnel contact info:

Rob Huff, rhuff@blm.gov, 503-808-6479, Con-
servation Planning Coordinator

Kelli Van Norman, kvannorm@bim.gov, 503-
808-6606, Inventory Coordinator

Carol Hughes, cshughes@fs.fed.us, 503-808-
2661, SSSS Specialist

Darci Rivers-Pankratz, dpankratz@fs.fed.us, 503
-808-2688, Inventory Coordinator Assistant

ISSSSP update-April 2014

Agency Program leads, others contact
info:

Mark Skinner, mskinner02@fs.fed.us, 503-808-
2150, Region 6 Botanist

John Chatel, jchatel@fs.fed.us, 503-808-2972,
Region 6 TES Program Leader

Mark Mousseaux, mmoussea@bim.gov, 54 1-
618-2232, OR/WA BLM Botanist

Cindy Lou McDonald, cimcdonald@blm.gov
503-808-6571, Natural Resource Specialist-
Data Management

Diane Stutzman, dstutzma@blm.gov, 509-536-
1250, GeoBOB Data Steward
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