October 10, 2008

Region 6 Forest Service and BLM Oregon/Washington

Interagency Special Status and
Sensitive Species Program-Update

ISSSSP Website

The website includes Species

Fact Sheets, Conservation Assess-

ments, Conservation Strategies
and Agreements, Site Manage-
ment Plans, Agency Direction
and Species Lists, and Inventory
and Monitoring reports.

The website is a resource for

Species. As reports or prod-
ucts are completed, these are
posted soon thereafter on
the website.

The “Index by species” pages
may be the easiest way to
navigate the site and locate
documents of interest.

field personnel and we hope you

will use this as your first stop
when searching for information
on a particular Special Status

Conservation Planning Documents

Species Fact Sheets, Conser-
vation Assessments, Conser-
vation Strategies and Agree-
ments, and Site Management
Plans have been completed
for a variety of Special Status
species.

All completed and approved
Conservation Planning docu-
ments are posted on the in-
teragency website:
www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw,
issssp/planning-documents

Species Fact Sheets or Conserva-
tion Assessments for all Sensitive
fungi and lichens have been
completed and are posted on the
ISSSSP website.

Species Fact Sheets or Conserva-
tion Assessments have also been
completed for all but 1 Sensitive
bryophyte, and all but 8 Sensitive
mollusks. Efforts are underway
to complete Species Fact Sheets
for these remaining Sensitive
species.

The website address is:
www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw,

issssp/

For additional information
please contact: Carol

Hughes, cshughes@fs.fed.us,
503-808-2661
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Key Points in this issue:

e Agreement opportunities for field units to

tap into, to cover inventory and conserva-
tion planning work.

e Implementation Guide with Action Plans

In addition, Conservation Assess-
ments or Strategies are currently
underway for 14 vascular plants, 8
amphibians and 3 birds. Addi-
tional Species Fact Sheets are also
being drafted for 5 bats and 10
Strategic fungi and all remaining
Strategic Lichens and Bryophytes.

For additional information, con-

tact Rob Huff, Rob Huff@blm.gov,

503-808-6479, Conservation Plan-
ning Coordinator.

created for top priority species, as deter-
mined by the field units.

e There will be a specific ISSSP proposal
process in FY10 for fungi.
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Special Status and Sensitive Species Work Groups

Work groups are short term teams that
identify high priority information and
conservation gaps, to assist our manage-
ment of the species in accordance with
SSS policies. The ISSSSP then funds tasks
to address those gaps. We've focused our
work groups on species of high conserva-
tion or management concern, particu-
larly those with much complexity or po-
tential disagreements on approaches.
Products created by the work groups are
posted on the ISSSSP website.

Inventory and Monitoring

There are approximately 50 ISSSSP inven-
tory and monitoring-related projects this
year covering a wide range of species
and taxonomic groups. In addition, the
following projects have recently been
completed or are underway.

Survey Protocols: Our regional mollusk
specialist, Nancy Duncan, has completed
an overhaul to the Aquatic Mollusk Sur-
vey Protocol. The Bridgeoporus nobilis-
simus Fungi Survey Protocol was recently
updated as well. — http;//www.fs.fed.us/
r6/sfpnwy/issssp/inventories/
monitoring.shtml

Field Guides & Identification Keys: Many
botanists have been using the recently
published Field Guide to the Sedges of
the Pacific Northwest, which was spon-
sored in part by ISSSSP. We are also sup-
porting an update to the Macrolichens of
the Pacific Northwest, which will include
many of our Special Status species in the
new edition. A field guide and key spe-
cific to the fungal genus Phaeocollybiais
under development too.

Taxonomy: Several projects were funded
this year to clarify the taxonomy of the
Chelan mountainsnail, the vascular plant
Frasera umpgquaensis, and two lichen
species in the genus Leptogium. Investi-
gations into the vascular plant species
varieties of Cimicifuga elata and
Eucephalis vialis are ongoing.

Specimen Identification Services: 1SSSSP
provides specimen identification services
for cryptic and little known Special Status
species by contracting with experts to
verify identification. We also curate the
Special Status species and deposit them
in regional public repositories. Last

There are currently 9 different work
groups:

Oregon spotted frog,

Columbia spotted frog,

Mardon skipper,

Foothill-yellow legged frog,
Oregon slender salamander,

Bats,

Fungi,

Bridgeoporus nobilissimus, and
White-headed and Lewis” woodpeckers.

Work group conference call updates and
participation on specific tasks are open to

spring Nancy Duncan, the regional mol-
lusk specialist, took more than 3,000 cu-
rated slug and snail vouchers to the Ore-
gon Arthropod Collection at Oregon
State University. They represented 830
specimens collected since the initiation of
the ISSSSP in fall 2004, a backlog of Sur-
vey & Manage mollusks, and other mol-
lusk species of interest covering more
than 200 species with some that are likely
new species.

Darci Rivers-Pankratz, ISSSSP Inventory
Coordinator Assistant, recently gave 721
curated vouchers of Special Status lichens
and bryophytes to the Oregon State Uni-
versity Herbarium from Forest Service
and BLM lands in Oregon. These came
from pre-project surveys (334), a backlog
of Survey & Manage Program purposive
surveys, and other regional survey efforts.

These vouchers are invaluable as a public
resource and a benefit to science as well
as to our agencies. Please continue to
follow the voucher instructions to accu-
rately document when and where speci-
mens were found:
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/sfpnw/issssp/inv
entories/identification.shtml

Botanical Highlight :
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all interested field personnel. Regional or
State Office funding accompanies tasks.

For additional information please con-
tact:

Rob Huff, Rob_Huff@blm.gov , 503-808-
6479, Conservation Planning Coordinator
or

Kelli Van Norman,

Kelli VanNorman®@blm.gov , 503-808-
6606, Inventory Coordinator.

of the Johnson's hairstreak butterfly
(Callophrys johnsonii covering all of Ore-
gon and Washington. He is also explor-
ing how to survey for this canopy-
dwelling species.

For additional information about ISSSSP inven-
tory or monitoring efforts, please contact Kelli

VanNorman, Kelli VanNorman@blm.gov, 503-
808-6066, Inventory Coordinator.
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Program Planning

ISSSSP Project Proposals

Project proposals for FY09 ISSSSP funding
were selected earlier this summer, and a
tentative selected list sent out to all who
applied. (We'll need to see our final
budget to ensure these selected tasks can
be funded).

Project Proposals for FY10 funding will be
due sometime in February 2009. A new
separate, but similar proposal process for
fungi projects will follow the same time-
line.

Priority Species Specific Strategies

Based on field visits conducted by Kelli
and Rob back in FY05, about 190 species
were considered of higher priority for
ISSSSP personnel to work on.

For each of these species, we've devel-
oped a Species Specific Strategy and cre-
ated an “Implementation Guide”, draw-
ing from the information and conserva-
tion gaps the field units identified, with
tasks identified to address those gaps.
The Implementation Guide is available
from: http://fsweb.pdc1.ré.fs.fed.us/ftp/

pub/open/issssp/

Interagency Special Status and Sensitive Species Program-Update

We encourage field units to use the
Guide in preparing Project Proposals or in
doing work with your allocated monies.
Project Proposals that implement tasks in
the Guide receive the highest priority for
funding from ISSSP.

We'll use the Implementation Guide as
the primary means to develop projects
from our office as well.

Field visits in FYO9

Kelli and Rob will visit with each field unit
again in FY09, to revisit priorities, address
newly added SSSS and to cover fish spe-
cies not addressed in FY05/6. Visits will
begin in spring of 2009.

Strategic Species Strateqy

There are 557 species listed as Strategic
for Oregon/Washington FS/BLM. We've
drafted a Strategy to address the informa-
tion deficiencies associated with each of
these species. Strategic Species have one
or more significant information gap: Ad-
dressing the information gaps should
lead to the species moving out of the
Strategic category and either off the list
altogether or into the Sensitive category.

We've funded some tasks in FY08 to im-
plement the Strategy. One funded pro-
ject will assess potential habitat on FS/
BLM lands and identify potential survey
opportunities for about 35 invertebrates,
to help determine if the species may oc-
cur on federal lands or not.

Other tasks being funded in FYO9

Work group tasks receive priority funding
from the ISSSSP. Focal species in FY09
include Oregon spotted frog, two wood-
peckers, and fungi.

If you have questions about any of these
topics please contact either

Rob Huff, Rob Huff@blm.gov, 503-808-
6479, Conservation Planning Coordinator

or

Kelli Van Norman,
Kelli_VanNorman@blm.gov, 503-808-
6066, Inventory Coordinator.

Agreements Create Efficiency for Rare Species Conservation/Inventory

The ISSSSP has developed several agree-
ments that allow for coordinated efforts
in support of conservation and inventory
of rare species. The agreements are the
main tool for transfer of funds between
federal agencies, our agency research
arms, non-profit agencies, and universi-
ties. These agreements can be modified
to include additional tasks and funds in
support of the ISSSSP.

The ISSSSP has established the following
BLM Inter-Governmental Orders (IGO):

USDA Forest Service — effective 2006
through 9/30/2011

USDI Geological Survey - effective
2008 through 9/30/2013

USDA PNW - effective 2007 through
9/30/2012

The ISSSSP has established the following
FS Interagency Agreements (lA):

USDI BLM - effective 2006 through
6/1/2011

USDI Geological Survey - effective
2008 through 9/30/2013

The BLM has also established an Assis-
tance Agreement (AA) with The Xerces
Society in support of inventory and con-
servation of ISSSSP rare invertebrate spe-
cies. This AA is effective 2008 through
9/30/2013.

The BLM has an existing umbrella agree-
ment with universities across the nation
called the Cooperative Ecosystem Studies
Unit (CESU) National Network. Each
CESU is structured as a working collabo-
ration among federal agencies and uni-
versities to provide research, technical
assistance, and education to resource
and environmental managers. CESUs are
based at universities and focus on a bio-
geographic region of the country. For
more information, go to the Pacific
Northwest CESU website, http://
www.cfr.washington.edu/research.cesu/.

We hope these tools will assist the field in
efficiently completing ISSSSP related
work.

If a field unit has special status species
tasks that they would like completed in
coordination with one of the agencies,
non-profits, or universities listed above,
please contact Carol Hughes, 503-808-
2661 or cshughes@fs.fed.us. She will
assist you in finding the most efficient
way to accomplish the work. Agreement
modifications create a workload not only
for ISSSSP personnel, but for the Agree-
ments Specialists and can take up to 3
months to be completed. Early commu-
nication and coordination are critical.
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Data Management-GeoBOB (BLM)|

GeoBOB personnel are working to develop
a “publication dataset” that will help users
view species locations even faster and eas-
ier than they can now. Our end goal is a
simple spatial layer that shows species loca-
tions. Complete information will still be in
the full database application.

Oregon Natural Heritage Information Cen-
ter data can now be loaded into BLM
ArcMap sessions. This file is called
“OSODBA-ORNHIC_2008_POLY” and is on
BLM SDE server orsovctr with other corpo-
rate spatial data.

GeoBOB personnel are considering making
the publication dataset and the ORNHIC
layer available through the Oregon Layer
Browser.

The GeoBOB team is pursuing data request
agreements with Washington State Heri-
tage Program and Department of Natural
Resources; we are awaiting solicitor ap-
proval of the agreement terms.

The team hopes to have all of the
Frank Isaacs Bald Eagle database mi-
grated into GeoBOB by end of fiscal
year, but await Frank’s quality assur-
ance completion.

Personnel are also reformatting
GeoBOB carnivore data before send-
ing it to Keith Aubry for inclusion in his
carnivore database

An updated version of the Oregon Bat
Grid database from Pat Ormsbee has
been posted on the GeoBOB web
page. The bat data are scheduled to
be migrated into GeoBOB in FY09.

GeoBOB Training: /ntroduction to
GeoBORB s tentatively scheduled to be
given at the Portland state office the
first week of February, pending trainer
availability. Short Live Meeting courses
(Re-Meet GeoBOB, Flora Data Entry,
Fauna Data Entry, and Query & Report-

Data Management-NRIS Fauna (FS)

On June 23, 2008 the NRIS Wildlife 2.0.1
application was released at the USDA
National Information Technology Center
(FS-NITC) in Kansas City, Missouri. Data
was received from all national forests in
Region 6 and migrated into the new ap-
plication. There are migration reports
available by forest. The Fauna to Wildlife
Data Center Migration Report summa-
rizes the migration results and errors en-
countered when moving Fauna corpo-
rate data to the new Wildlife 2.0.0 data-
base. The report consists of the migra-
tion results and errors shapefiles for any
orphan spatial records that could not be
migrated, and an Excel spreadsheet list-
ing any spatial features that were recre-
ated during migration, as well as any
Sites, Surveys, and Visits where Date/
Time Accuracy was modified to meet
Wildlife 2.0 business rules. Please see the
following link to these reports and other
NRIS information: http://
fsweb.nris.fs.fed.us/FS-NITC
Implementation/faunaWTD.shtml

Three 3-hour training course are avail-
able on Aglearn and are scheduled for
October 16, November 6, and December
4, 2008 from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m Pa-
cific time. The course number is FS-NRIS-
1909-092. This seminar provides an in-
troduction to ude the NRIS Wildlife appli-
cation at the FS-NITC data center. It cov-
ers how to obtain and configure soft-
ware, set up accounts and access the
data center, set up an ArcMap document,
enter and edit data, and manage the
quality control process. An overview of
the new application and a summary of
changes from NRIS Fauna will help users
to start working in the data center envi-
ronment. Go to http://i-
web.wo.fs.fed.us:8085/training/all for
details.

See the FS-NITC website for NRIS Up-
dates, training opportunities, project
timelines, and other information related
to NRIS applications: http://
fsweb.nris.fs.fed.us/FS-NITC/index.shtml.
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ing) will be scheduled to meet demand.
Other informal in-person coaching or
phone/online meeting sessions can be
scheduled as needed. The GeoBOB User
Guide is undergoing revision — please
contact Adrienne Pilmanis about correc-
tion & update information for anyone
who is self-training.

In FYO8 Northrup Grumman personnel
(Coleman Frick & Robert Chappell) were
available to help some districts with data
entry efforts — thanks, guys!

For additional information please con-
tact: Adrienne Pilmanis, 503-808-6604,
adrienne_pilmanis@blm.gov,
(http://intra.or.blm.gov/geobob/ |

As of July 21, 2008, the I-Web and NRIS
helpdesks have joined forces as the Busi-
ness Application Service Environment
(BASE). The BASE replaces these two
helpdesks and serves as the single loca-
tion where all FACTS, Infra, NRIS, TIM,
and WebDET users submit support tick-
ets. An eAuthentication account is re-
quired to log-on to BASE. Please go to
for additional information on NRIS sup-
port: http://i-

web.wo.fs.fed.us/support/helpdesk

For direct help with Fauna, please con-
tact the Fauna Helpdesk at (406) 329-
3743

For additional information please con-
tact: Ann Sprague, 509-996-4047, aspra-

gue@fs.fed.us
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West Coast Fisher Conservation Assessment and Strategy

A draft Conservation Assessment for
west coast fishers was completed and
made available for review by selected
internal agency (BLM, FS, FWS, NPS,
WDFW, ODFW, CDFG, British Columbia
Ministry of Environment) and external
agency reviewers (NGOs and industry) in
March 2008. At the same time, a formal
peer review was conducted by the Fisher
Science Team and three outside peer
reviewers. Review comments were re-
ceived in mid-June by the Interagency
Fisher Biologist Team. The assessment is
currently being revised to address com-
ments and is planned to be completed by
the end of the year.

Contact Information and

We're looking for feedback. Is this
newsletter helpful? Is the format okay,
or would you recommend something
different? What other kind of informa-
tion or topics would you like to hear
about?

Please send any comments you have
to Rob Huff, Rob_Huff@blm.gov

The Fisher Steering Committee reviewed
the fisher strategy framework and di-
rected the Biology Team to proceed with
developing a conservation strategy based
on the framework. The framework has
two components: the overarching guid-
ance to “protect and expand” extant
fisher populations; and development of
conservation recommendations to ad-
dress potential threats to fishers.

Feedback

Interagency personnel contact info:

Rob Huff, Rob_Huff@blm.gov, 503-808-6479,
Conservation Planning Coordinator

Kelli Van Norman,
Kelli_Vannorman@blm.gov, 503-808-6606,
Inventory Coordinator

Carol Hughes, cshughes@fs.fed.us, 503-808-
2661, SSSS Specialist

Darci Rivers-Pankratz, dpankratz@fs.fed.us,
503-808-2688, Inventory Coordinator Assis-

tant

The fisher project co-leads have briefed
the executive staff of the Fish and Wildlife
Service, Bureau of Land Management,
and Forest Service on both the assess-
ment and proposed strategy. The co-
leads have also provided presentations to
the Washington and California Chapters
of TWS, the Carnivore Ecology Class in
Yellowstone NP, and various groups
upon request.

For more information contact Bob Naney
at rnaney@fs.fed.us, 509-996-4072. Bob is
the FS/BLM co-lead for the project along
with Laura Finley, USFWS.

Agency Program leads contact info:

Russ Holmes, russellholmes@fs.fed.us,
503-808-2150, Region 6 Botanist

Sarah Madsen, smadsen@fs.fed.us, 503-
808-2673, Region 6 TES Program Leader

Barb Hill, Barbara_Hill@blm.gov, 503-808-
6052, OR/WA BLM Special Status Species
Biologist

Joan Seevers, Joan_Seevers@blm.gov,
503-808-6048, OR/WA BLM Botanist
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