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Introduction:
Bridgeoporus nobilissimus is a fungus that inhabits Abies species, most notably A. procera (noble fir). The fruiting body is a distinctive perennial conk that can grow to a large size and has a tawny, hairy upper surface. Conks occur on the lower bole of live or dead trees, including stumps. This species is on the list of survey and manage species under category A in the Northwest Forest Plan: conduct pre-disturbance surveys and manage known sites (USDA, USDI 2001) and on Oregon Natural Heritage Plan List 1: threatened or endangered throughout its range (ONHP 2004). Common names for Bridgeoporus nobilissimus include Noble Polypore and Fuzzy Sandozi. Management recommendations for this species include preparation of a site-specific management plan for known populations (Castellano and O’Dell, 1997).

Location and Access:
The Gordon Meadows population of Bridgeoporus nobilissimus is located in the South Santiam Watershed, on the Sweet Home Ranger District, Willamette National Forest, in Linn County Oregon.  Four sites have been found in the vicinity of Gordon Meadows. They are separated by a no more than 270m, and will be considered one population in this document.

Site specific location and access has been omitted in this version of the document.

Site Description and Management History:
The population is located on a bench at approximately 4350 feet elevation between Falls Creek and Black Creek. The aspects of the sites are variable (267-030 degrees), and slopes vary from 9-57%. The plant association is Abies amabilis/ Vaccinium alaskense/ Cornus canadensis at three of the sites, and between Abies amabilis/ Rhododendron macrophyllum/ Xerophyllum tenax and Abies amabilis/ Rhododendron- Vaccinium alaskense/ Cornus canadensis at one site.  Understory vegetation is fairly dense (50-100% shrub cover).  Canopy cover ranges from 60 to 80 percent.  Average diameter of adjacent live trees is about 10 inches, but due to irregular stocking and natural regeneration, diameters vary substantially throughout the stand.

The conks are located on four large-diameter noble fir stumps in a 47 year old stand that was clearcut in 1958 and broadcast-burned in 1959. It was under private ownership prior to a land exchange in 1988.  Management history after the broadcast burn is not known, but it is not thought that it was replanted or pre-commercially thinned. The Vegis number of the stand is XXXXXX.  The reforestation number is XXXX.

The population is located on land designated as Late Successional Reserve under the 1994 Northwest Forest Plan. It is spread over three different land management allocations in the Willamette National Forest’s 1991 Land Management Plan: Special Wildlife Habitat (9d), General Forest (14a), and Dispersed Recreation, semiprimitive nonmotorized (10e). The 1994 allocation supercedes the 1991 allocation in this case.  All of the conks in this population were found as a result of surveying the Gordon Thin Timber Sale, which although in the LSR, is allowable under the Northwest Forest Plan because the stand is less than 80 years old and the management activity is to enhance late-successional characteristics.

Population Description:
The population consists of 4 conks on 4 different Abies procera stumps.  The first conk found was found at the base of a 58 inch diameter cut stump.  This conk appeared to be dead or dying – there was no fresh white pore layer on the underside.  The conk seemed to be starting to decay.  The second conk was found at the base of a 50 inch diameter cut stump and was healthy and actively growing.  The third conk was found at the base of a very decayed cut stump (decay class 5) and is very large and multi-lobed. This stump was in such an advanced state of decay that it was more like a pile of rotten wood than a stump in general appearance.  As such, it was not possible to measure its diameter, although it seemed to be in the 50+ inch size category.  The last conk was found at the base of a smaller cut stump.  Due to decay at the top of the stump it was not possible to measure its diameter at the cut, but the base measured 39 inches by 48 inches diameter. 

Management Objectives:

The goal of this management plan is to provide direction for ensuring the long-term viability of the Gordon Meadows Bridgeoporus nobilissimus by maintaining habitat conditions, minimizing disturbance to the host stumps, and using silvicultural practices to develop large diameter noble fir that can serve as a host in the future.

Management Guidelines:
1.  All Bridgeoporus nobilissimus conks will be protected from management activity. The district botanist will evaluate activities that could result in disturbance to the conks or host stumps, either through direct physical damage, or changes in microsite characteristics. This includes any habitat disturbing project, including timber sales and related activity, precommercial thinning, fertilization, other TSI projects, and special forest product sales. 
2. Fertilization can accelerate the rate of decomposition of suitable stumps and snags (Castellano 2001) and should not occur in these stands, nor in adjacent stands that contain suitably large noble fir stumps.

3.  The presence and growth of noble fir within occupied stands should be enhanced through standard silvicultural methods, including planting, selective thinning, and girdling of other tree species.
4.  All federally owned stands with suitable habitat within 0.55 mi of the site (corresponding to the required 600 acre temporary reserve buffer radius) have been surveyed for this species.  Suitable habitat includes early and late seral forest with a large diameter noble fir component, but not recent clearcuts. The Willamette National Forest’s “Matrix of Projects that Should be Surveyed for Survey and Manage Species”, last updated in spring of 2002, does not require surveys in precommercial-thinning-aged stands or younger, provided that the average stand diameter is les than 8 inches.  There are approximately 470 acres of suitable habitat surrounding the population.  It should be noted that because there were four sites separated by up to 270 m, the temporary reserve was larger than 600 acres when the required radius was applied to all sites.  

5. Monitor the known sites annually to detect major environmental changes, animal damage to host stumps and conks and illegal conk collection. 

6. Additional surveys for Bridgeoporus nobilissimus should be conducted every five years in the vicinity of the population in order to detect newly emerging conks. 
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