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SUMMARY 

  Surveys were contracted to establish presence of the western pond turtle (Actinemys marmorata) 
on lands within or adjacent to the Siuslaw National Forest’s (SNF) Hebo and Central Coast/ODNRA 
(Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area) Ranger Districts during the summer of 2010.  Portions of 5 
rivers and 1 lake were surveyed on or near the Central Coast/Oregon Dunes National Recreation Area 
(ODNRA) Ranger District and 3 lakes were surveyed on the Hebo District.  Surveys were conducted by 
kayak and at fixed points. Two Red-eared Sliders Trachemys scripta elegans were confirmed during 
contracted surveys. No western pond turtles were found.  Habitat and invasive species data were also 
collected as part of the survey effort.   

 

INTRODUCTION 

The western pond turtle occurs along the Pacific states from Baja California to Puget Sound of 
Washington.  Western pond turtles are listed as endangered in Washington, sensitive critical in Oregon 
and are a species of concern in Region 6 of the Forest Service (WA & OR).  It was proposed for Federal 
listing in 1991 but was precluded due to lack of supporting evidence on its population trends.   In 2010 
the Siuslaw National Forest continued surveys of lands within or adjacent to its boundaries in an effort to 
determine where individuals or populations may still exist.   

 
 In Oregon, the western pond turtle occurs primarily within the drainages of the Willamette, Umpqua, 
Rogue and Klamath Rivers but has also been documented in lowland aquatic habitats throughout western 
Oregon (Rosenberg, 2009).  Only 2 prior studies of the species have occurred in coastal Oregon.  Stern 
and Rosenberg (1992) surveyed for turtles in the south coast region and recorded western pond turtles at 
Tenmile Creek, Dunes NRA near Spinreel Campground and Clear Lake near Lakeside.  In 1993 Holland 
surveyed 14 coastal sites from Tillamook to Brookings.  No western pond turtles were detected.  Siuslaw 
National Forest lands have never been extensively surveyed.  Known distribution of the western pond 
turtles on or near the Forest is very limited and young turtles have not been observed for years.  Sightings 
have been confirmed at Beaver Creek in Lincoln County (ODFW source); Near Harlan and Philomath in 
Benton County (FS Source); Deadwood Creek, Sweet Creek, Siltcoos estuary, and Tiernan slough in 
Lane County (Natural Heritage); Empire lakes, Hauser north slough, and N. Tenmile Lake and Tenmile 
Creek in Coos County (Natural Heritage and FS); Stowe Marsh along the lower mainstem of the Smith 
River in Douglas County (FS source). Suspected sightings have been reported at Eckman Creek and Drift 
Creek in Lincoln County (private citizen source), Klickitat Lake in Benton County, Siltcoos Lake, 
Woahink Lake, and Siuslaw River in Lane County (FS source).  During the 1993 field season a western 
pond turtle carcass was found on Hwy. 101 by Clear Lake south of Lakeside, OR.  

 

METHODS 

Visual surveys for western pond turtle were conducted on or nearby the Hebo and Central Coast/ODNRA 
Ranger Districts lands during the summer of 2010.   Survey protocol used was based on protocols 



suggested in Western Pond Turtle: Survey Protocol and Monitoring Plan (Bury et. al. 2001).  Surveyors 
looked for turtles from hidden observation points near ponds or at fixed points along rivers. Fixed point 
survey locations on rivers were chosen where observations of turtle basking would be most likely. 
Binoculars were used to scan the entire pond or river site for thirty-five minutes looking for turtles 
basking on logs, rocks, brush etc. or swimming at the surface of the water.  Thirty-five minute surveys 
were repeated three times for each pond on the Hebo Ranger District.  On rivers a different 35 minute 
survey location was chosen on each of three visits in order to survey more ground and increase the 
chances for detection.  In addition to the thirty-five minute fixed point surveys the contractor slowly 
floated the river sections with an inflatable kayak during hours when turtle basking would be most likely.  
Kayak surveys were repeated three times for each river unless otherwise noted.  Survey locations were 
recorded as UTM coordinates and photographs were taken to document habitat conditions at the survey 
locations. Field data sheets with UTM coordinates and specific vegetation data are available upon request. 
River survey beginning and ending points were dependent on river access locations (see Appendix A).  
Information collected at each site included temperature, weather, location, terrestrial and aquatic habitat 
characteristics, water depth (where possible), disturbance potential and the presence or absence of western 
pond turtles and introduced species.   Survey efforts were focused on sites where western pond turtles had 
been observed historically, where turtles had been recently sighted or sites where suitable habitat was 
present.   

 

RESULTS 

Central Coast /ODNRA Ranger District 

Contracted surveys on or near the Central Coast/ODNRA Ranger District took place between July 7 and 
July 27 and covered segments of four rivers/creeks;  Beaver Creek, Alsea River, North Fork Siuslaw, 
Siuslaw River near Duncan Island and the Five Mile/Bell Arm of Tahkenitch Lake.  Only two adult Red-
eared Sliders were documented during contracted surveys.   

Beaver Creek 

Beaver Creek is located in Lincoln County T.12 S., R.11 W., Section 19, NW ¼ (Appendix A).  Beaver 
Creek travels through Ona Beach State Park, on the Oregon Coast midway between the Cities of 
Waldport and Newport.  The Creek is bordered on the south side by State Parks lands for approximately 
the first 0.75 miles from the ocean.  Further to the east Beaver Creek travels through agricultural land and 
then Siuslaw National Forest lands.  County Road 602 parallels Beaver Creek along its lower reaches and 
along its north fork.  County Road 603 parallels the south fork of Beaver Creek.   

Beaver Creek and adjacent ponds were surveyed by kayak on July 9, 16 and 23rd.  In addition to the kayak 
surveys 3 side channels were surveyed.  Each side channel location received one 35 minute survey.  All 
three ponds were surveyed on each of the three survey days.  The three ponds are on the north side of the 
Beaver Creek Road (County Rd. 602). These ponds were on private property and only partially visible 
due to heavy vegetation.  All three ponds are filling in with willow and grasses and water levels were very 
low.    No turtles were documented in Beaver Creek or the adjacent ponds.   



The area is open with good sun exposure.  Habitat quality in the main channel was low due to fewer 
available basking structures and high human disturbance, primarily from boating.  Habitat quality in the 
side channels was moderate providing more basking structure and more seclusion.  The contractor 
extended surveys east on Beaver creek hoping to find better habitat with less human disturbance.  
Channel widths and depths were more suitable for turtles beyond the initial survey boundary but there 
were low amounts of basking structures and little instream aquatic vegetation.  Mainstem channel depths 
were greater than 2.13 m and widths averaged about 18.2 m.  Side channel depths ranged from 0.3 - 0.6 
m.  Water temperatures ranged from 16°- 20°C. No introduced species were noted.   

 

 

Side channel of Beaver Creek - View 1 of 35 minute survey site visit 1.  



 

Side channel of Beaver Creek - View 2 of 35 minute survey site visit 1.  

 

Side channel of Beaver Creek - View 1 of 35 minute survey site visit 2.  



 

Main channel of Beaver Creek - View 2 of 35 minute survey site visit 2.  

 

Side channel of Beaver Creek - View of 35 minute survey site visit 3.   



 

North Beaver Creek Road Pond 1 adjacent to Beaver Creek. 

 

North Beaver Creek Road Pond 2 adjacent to Beaver Creek. 



 

North Beaver Creek Road Pond 3 adjacent to Beaver Creek.  

 

Culvert that connects to Beaver Creek at Pond 3. 



 

Overview of  habitat past survey boundaries on Beaver Creek - less disturbance with lower depths/widths. 

 

 

Habitat past survey boundaries on Beaver Creek - less disturbance with lower depths/widths. 

 



Alsea River near Tidewater  

This survey area is in Lincoln County near the town of Tidewater, T. 15 S., R. 10 W and portions of 
sections 32, 33, 34, 35, 27 and 28 (Appendix A).  The transect begins near the community of Little 
Albany and ends approximately 6.5 miles upriver. The Alsea River flows about 78 km from its 
headwaters near the small community of Alsea and empties into the Pacific Ocean near the city of 
Waldport.  The river bottom is predominately bordered by a narrow strip of private lands but in many 
areas SNF lands are just upslope.  Most of the private land is either developed for housing or agriculture.  
There are intermittent stretches of the river that are bordered by the SNF.  Private citizens have reported 
seeing turtles in the Alsea River although species was not verified.  A local homeowner in Tidewater 
reported seeing up to 3 turtles basking at once near their home.  Another area homeowner reported that a 
landowner across the river had a pond with turtles in it. 

This area was surveyed on July 12, 19, and 26th.  Three different kayak surveys were completed.  Four 
stationary point 35 minute surveys were conducted where turtles could likely be found basking.  Each of 
the four points was surveyed on one occasion.  One Red-eared Slider was observed along this river 
segment on July 26th.  Disturbance levels are high.  Recreational activities such as boating, camping, 
fishing, swimming are potential disturbances.  About half of the survey area is bordered by Oregon State 
Highway 34.   Habitat quality was fair.  There are many willows along the banks. Rocks, logs, branches, 
and fallen trees provide turtle resting areas.  This section of river does not have much aquatic or emergent 
vegetation for hatchling cover. This segment also lacks shallow areas or low lying creek mouths that 
would create quality habitat.  Cattle impact some areas, coming to the river to drink and standing on the 
riverbanks.  Bullfrogs were observed.  River widths vary between 6.4 and 32 meters and depths were 
greater than 2-3 meters. Water temperatures ranged from 17.7° - 20°C.   

 

 

Alsea River 35 minute survey site visit 1.  



 

Alsea River 35 minute survey site visit 2.  

 

Alsea River 35 minute survey site visit 3 - #1.  



 

Alsea River survey 35 minute site visit 3- #2. Location of Red-Eared Slider sighted basking on the long 
branch leaning on brush and river bank. 

 

North Fork Siuslaw 

The North Fork of the Siuslaw River is located in Lane County, T.18 S., R. 12 W. Section 19, near the 
city of Florence (Appendix A).   The start point for this survey is at Bender’s Landing, a Lane County 
Park along the North Fork Siuslaw road.  The kayak survey route encompassed approximately 4 miles of 
the mainstem and many side channels.  Three 35 minute survey were conducted in locations where turtle 
basking was likely.  Local citizens have recently reported turtle sightings in this area.  This area was 
surveyed on July 8, 15 and 22nd.  No turtles were observed.  Habitat quality was moderate with shallower 
0.5 to 2.5 ft inlets off the mainstem providing more desirable habitat.  Inlets generally had plentiful down 
wood, boulders, rocks and emergent vegetation for basking.  This area is tidally influenced so during high 
tides some basking habitat is submerged and during low tide many areas can be void of water.  
Disturbance potential is high in the main channel but may be less in the small inlets.   Potential 
disturbance would come from boaters, fisherman, and agriculture and grazing activities.  No introduced 
species were observed.  Main channel widths were 32 meters or less and depths were greater than 2 
meters.  Water depths in side channels were less than 1 meter.  Water temperatures ranged from 17° to 
20°C.   

 



 

North Fork Siuslaw 35 minute survey site visit 1.  

 

 

 

 

 



North Fork Siuslaw - Image 1 of 35 minute survey site visit 2. 

 

North Fork Siuslaw - Image 2 of 35 minute survey site visit 2.  

 

 

 

North Fork Siuslaw - 35 minute survey site visit 3.  

 

 

 



Low tide effects on lower North Fork Siuslaw for channels leading into mainstem. 

 

Southeast side of lower loop of North Fork Siuslaw at low tide - no water/flow in this side of the lower 
river. 

 

 

 



 

Siuslaw River near Duncan Island 

This area is located on the mainstem of the Siuslaw River just west of Florence in Lane County at T. 20 
S., R. 12 W. Sec. 36 (Appendix A) and was surveyed on July 13, 20 and 27th.  Three 35 minute surveys 
were done in locations where habitat looked most suitable. No turtles were observed.  Habitat quality was 
moderate.  There were fair amounts of basking structures in the mainstem but channel widths and depths 
make habitat less suitable turtle habitat.  Creek mouths and inlets had more basking structure and 
shallower depths.  Basking structures consisted of fallen trees and branches, tethered logs and old broken 
dock pilings.   The area has good sun exposure slightly less so in the upper survey section.  Potential 
disturbance is likely to be from fishing, boating, grazing and other agricultural activities.  There is a small 
community on the eastern end of the island.  Bernhardt Creek road, a gravel road with moderate use, 
parallels most of the waterway on the south side of the island coming within 5 meters in some places.  
Temperatures ranged from 20° - 22°C.  Bullfrogs were detected during the first survey.  Three Duncan 
Island homeowners and one landowner up Bernhardt Creek were contacted.  None reported seeing any 
turtles.  

 

 

Siuslaw Duncan Island - 35 minute site survey visit 1. 



 

Siuslaw Duncan Island image 1 of 35 minute site survey visit 2.  

 

Siuslaw Duncan Island - View 2 of mouth of Bernhardt Creek at site survey visit 2.  



 

Side Channel Siuslaw Duncan Island - View 1 of 35 minute site survey visit 3.  

 

Upper Main Channel Siuslaw Duncan Island Inlet - View 2 of site survey visit 3.  



 

Habitat near Duncan Island Slough inlet - lower mainstem Siuslaw River. 

 

Five Mile Arm of Tahkenitch Lake    

The Five Mile Arm of Tahkenitch Lake is located in Douglas County in T. 20 S. R.12 W. Sec. 36 
(Appendix A).  This area was surveyed on July 7, 14, and 21st.  Visits 1 and 2 were conducted by kayak 
with additional point surveys from the road.  Visit 3 surveys were done from the road only as the decision 
was made that viewing was actually better from the road.  Road stations begin just past mile post 4 on the 
Five Mile Road (Douglas County Road 49) and end station is 0.1 miles past mile post 7.  There were 22 
stations as described in the contractors notes Appendix B.  One red-eared slider was observed on July 
21st.  Habitat quality is good in the many coves and inlets along the arm but somewhat diminished in the 
main body of the lake.  Emergent and submergent vegetation provide good cover for turtles.  Basking 
structures such as fallen trees, branches and logs were plentiful especially in the coves and inlets.  The 
potential for disturbance is medium to high.  Activities such as camping, boating, fishing, logging and 
road work have the potential to disturb turtles.  Aquatic habitats were open with good sun exposure.  Sun 
exposure was somewhat less on the south side of the arm.  Introduced species observed were bullfrogs (on 
3 site visits), largemouth bass and catfish (on 2 site visits).  Work crews encountered during the survey 
reported seeing turtles in the Mallard arm of Tahkenitch Lake and at the inlet near gate 16/5 on the Five 
Mile Arm in the past.   

 



 

Five Mile Arm of Tahkenitch Lake - Habitat overview.   

 

 

Tahkenitch Lake - 35 minute survey site visit 1 at road station 11.  

 

 



 

 

 

Tahkenitch Lake - Three different views of 35 minute survey site visit 2 at road station 20.  



 

 

Cove of Tahkenitch Lake - 35 minute survey site visit 3 at road station 5.  



 

Tahkenitch Lake - Red-eared slider at survey site visit 3 road station 5.  

 

 

Hebo Ranger District  

Surveys on the Hebo Ranger District took place between July 6 and September 13.  Sites surveyed were 
Andy Creek beaver pond, Battle Lake and North Lake (see site maps in Appendix A).   

Andy Creek Pond 

Surveyed July 6, August 6, and September 2nd.  Andy Creek Pond is part of a large beaver dam complex 
located in the upper reaches of Andy Creek T. 3 S., R. 10 W., Sec. 22 in Tillamook County.  Turtle 
habitat quality is good as the area has many pocket pools, stumps, shallow grass beds and downed trees 
for basking.  The pond is surrounded by forested riparian areas and steep hills of second growth and some 
old growth conifer forest.  This creek is low gradient with abundant riparian vegetation. The pond is about 
30 m by 40 m in size and has good sun exposure with only light amounts of shade.  Water temperatures 
varied from 14°C to 23°C.  Cutthroat trout are present in the lake.  No introduced species were noted.  
There is a dirt road within 3 m of the pond that receives moderate use. Potential disturbance of moderate 
intensity would be expected from motorists, anglers, hunters and off-road motorcyclists. No turtles were 
observed.  

 



 

Andy Creek Beaver Pond - View 1. 

 

Andy Creek Beaver Pond – View 2 showing proximity to road. 



 

Andy Creek Beaver Pond – View 3. 

 

 

Andy Creek  



 

Battle Lake 

Surveyed July 7, August 4, and September 3rd.  Battle Lake is located in T. 3 S., R. 9 W., Sec. 14 in 
Tillamook County.  The lake is about 40 m by 85 m in size and sits at 352 m (1,155 ft.) in elevation.  
Battle Lake was also surveyed for pond turtles in 2009.   Habitat quality is moderate.  The lake is deep 
with shallow margins, good sun exposure, and abundant basking structures, mostly logs, on all sides.  
Water temperatures varied from 18°C - 21°C.  Disturbance is expected to be low in intensity since the 
road leading to the lake was decommissioned since the 2009 surveys.  Since decommissioning the lake is 
only accessible by hiking in 2 miles.  Potential disturbance would come from camping and fishing. No 
turtles were observed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Battle Lake - view 1.                                                                     

 

 

 



 

 

 

Battle Lake - view 2.                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 



North Lake 

North Lake is located in Tillamook County T. 4 S., R. 8 W., Sec. 19 and was surveyed July 6, August 4, 
September 1 and 13   The lake is approximately 40 m by 60 m in size surrounded by second growth forest 
and is described as very shallow with the water being stagnant.  Habitat quality was good with good sun 
exposure, many logs available for basking and abundant aquatic and emergent vegetation.  Water levels 
dropped as the summer progressed but remained suitable for turtles.  Cutthroat trout were suspected to 
inhabit the lake.  Many rough skinned newts were seen.  Water temperatures ranged from 10°C - 15°C.  
Potential disturbance to this site would be from car traffic and anglers.  Intensity of disturbance is 
expected to be low. No turtles were observed.  

 

North Lake - view 1. 



 

North Lake - view 2. 

 

North Lake - view 3. 



 

North Lake - view 4. 

 

Turtle sightings outside of contracted survey areas 

 Outside of contracted surveys Jason Kirchner of Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
surveyed a pond near Harlan, Oregon between March 5 and October 12.  He observed 3painted 
turtles Chrysemys picta on March 3rd, 1 western pond turtles on June 30 and 1 painted turtle on 
October 12th.  This pond is in a developed area, with a home just to the south.  Forest Service 
property is just to the east and a paved road borders the pond to the west.  Natural vegetation 
surrounds the pond and disturbance is low despite the developments.  Both painted turtles and 
western pond turtles were observed in this pond. The pond is on private property but is close 
enough to the road to be surveyed.  This pond has many logs for basking.  Water depth is less 
than 2 meters.  Juvenile bluegills were observed.  Vegetation data was not collected at this site.   

 A homeowner reported that during the summer of 2009 her son found a turtle, matching the 
description of a painted turtle, in Big Elk Creek near Harlan. 

 A citizen reported that a turtle was seen near Deadwood Creek (2010).  



 One Red-eared slider was confirmed in 2010 on Mercer Lake at the 2009 survey location. 

 A homeowner on Sutton Lake (which connects with Mercer Lake) reported finding a live turtle in 
her yard during spring of 2010.  Species was not identified.  

 Five western pond turtles and one red-eared slider were sighted near Waldport, OR. This 
population may extend onto Forest Service lands.  

 Douglas County work crew reported that turtles had been observed in the past on the Smith River 
near Southside and Dawson Roads (likely by Stowe Marsh) and also in the Mallard Arm of 
Tahkenitch Lake.  

 

DISCUSSION 

This is the second and last year of western pond turtle surveys on the Siuslaw National Forest and 
adjacent areas funded by the Interagency Special Status and Sensitive Species Program.  Eight sites were 
surveyed based on suggested protocol.  No western pond turtles were observed this year.  Even though 
contracted surveys failed to detect any western pond turtles, this does not mean that turtles are not 
present.   
 
Habitat conditions on or near the Hebo District were good at Andy Creek and North Lake and moderate at 
Battle Lake. There have been no prior observations of western pond turtles at any of the Hebo sites and 
very few observations on the north coast as a whole.  This was the first attempt at collecting western pond 
turtle information on the Hebo Ranger District.  The five sites surveyed over the past two years cover 
most of the suitable habitat on the District but not all.  Much of the suitable habitat for western pond 
turtles in the Hebo area is on private lands.  In the future the District may want to identify other areas of 
potential habitat to survey but to get a true picture of the distribution of pond turtles in the area surveys 
should include private lands as well.  Forest Service lands may be more important for providing terrestrial 
overwintering sites for turtles using aquatic habitats on private land.    
 
Habitat conditions on or near the Central Coast Ranger District were considered fair (Alsea River) 
moderate (Beaver Creek, North Fork and Duncan Island of the Siuslaw) to good (Fivemile arm of 
Tahkenitch Lake).  If western pond turtles are present at any of the survey sites populations are probably 
low, making detection difficult.  Although habitat of moderate quality was present, recent increases in 
disturbance levels at Beaver Creek make it less likely that pond turtles would still inhabit the segment of 
river surveyed.  Though there have been citizen reports of turtles in the North Fork Siuslaw River and 
mainstem Siuslaw River near Duncan Island there have been no confirmed sightings of western pond 
turtles in this river system for many years.  Even though the surveyed reach of the Alsea River only had 
fair quality habitat it is still possible that pond turtles could be present in the Alsea River due to confirmed 
detections adjacent to the river.  Tahkenitch Lake is a large coastal lake with several long “arms” full of 
secluded coves and shallow swampy areas that would seem to provide good pond turtle habitat.  There 
have been a few citizen reports of turtles in other parts of Tahkenitch Lake but species has not been 
determined.  It is possible that pond turtles may inhabit other parts of Tahkenitch Lake.   Just to the north 
of Tahkenitch Lake is Siltcoos Lake which also has many arms and coves.  Survey of this lake may find 
the presence of turtles also.  Portions of both of these lakes are bordered by the ODNRA.  There have 
been 2 pond turtle sightings over the last two seasons in the Deadwood Creek fifth field watershed 
(Siuslaw River) and one observation in 1998.  Further surveys of this drainage may be warranted to assess 
extent of occupancy and opportunities for habitat improvement.   



 
Many of the areas where western pond turtles area likely to still inhabit are on private lands in the river 
bottoms and streams such as in the Lobster Creek and Five Rivers area in the upper Alsea River basin.  
Forest Service land north of the Alsea River and around Mary’s Peak have not been adequately assessed 
for likelihood of western pond turtle presence.  Forest Service lands adjacent to these areas may be 
important as nesting or wintering sites.  Since pond turtles inhabit Tenmile Lake near Lakeside it is 
possible that western pond turtles still inhabit Tenmile Creek on the ODNRA.  Clear Lake, just to the 
south of Tenmile Lake borders Forest Service land and although two visits this season (one in marginal 
weather) yielded no observations, citizens report it to be inhabited by some species of turtle.  Outreach to 
the public in the Waldport, Yachats and Alsea communities may yield more information on turtle 
presence in these areas.  
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Appendix A.  Survey Maps 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



Appendix  B.  Contractor Field Notes 

Beaver Creek - Disturbance is high in the survey area given by USDA Forest Service.  This area is 
highly utilized by Oregon Parks and Recreation Department for kayak tours within the entire stretch of 
the survey boundaries. Many other kayakers were out as well.  There is a park with a foot bridge at the 
beginning of the survey area.  I saw kayakers fishing as well.  I pushed past the survey boundaries another 
two miles or so into agricultural lands where channel widths and depths were much narrower and lower.  
This area is heavily grazed.  No indigenous species were encountered during surveys. 

No information on turtle sightings that was gathered by speaking with people in the area.  I spoke with 
Oregon State Parks staff that regularly kayaks the area.  A tour guide that has been giving tours for the 
last three years on Beaver Creek has not seen turtles.  A landowner in the agricultural zone feeding cattle 
had not seen any turtles at all over the years in the area.  

Habitat quality is only moderate due to channel depths of main channel.  There is some basking structure 
in the main channel but not much aquatic emergent vegetation.  Side channels were investigated where 
channel depths were lower and there is less human disturbance.  Side channels were more indicative of 
preferred turtle habitat and had good basking structure (see photos).  The three ponds adjacent to the river 
were investigated.  There are culverts that connect to the river and these ponds (see photo).  Depths were 
very low and areas are filling in with grasses and willow (see photos).  These areas were not properly 
investigated because they were on private property and not accessible.  Further investigation of these 
areas may be undertaken by speaking with the landowners.  The agricultural area of river investigated 
past the survey boundaries had low amounts of basking wood and mostly muddy banks (see photo).  

Thirty-five minute survey locations were chosen where there were areas with shallower coves where 
turtles would tend to congregate.  Total survey time followed protocol for four to five hour window on 
larger bodies of water.  Two of the thirty-five minute surveys were conducted in the side channel adjacent 
to the ponds where a turtle sighting was reported to USDA Forest Service. The third thirty-five minute 
survey was conducted near the only blind in the survey area where there is a side channel.  This area also 
connects to adjacent pond areas.  No Turtles were sighted. 

 

Alsea near Tidewater - Disturbance is high on the Alsea River.  The Alsea is influenced by agricultural 
practices which are mainly grazing in survey area.  There are many small communities along the survey 
area.  The river is historically affected by heavy fishing and boating practices.  Bullfrogs were 
encountered during surveys. Fry and smolts were not easy to identify in the water.   

Information on turtle sightings was gathered from several home owners:  An owner near survey site visits 
one and two had been there fourteen years and saw one turtle there nine years ago.  A homeowner near 
survey site visit three reported seeing turtles in the pond adjacent to his property (side of river assessable 
by Hwy 58).  Home owners in Tidewater, Oregon have seen as many as three turtles at a time basking in 
the area.  They told me that turtles had moved upriver (Area where I saw one Red-eared Slider between 
Alsea River and Little Switzerland).  Due to this sighting a fourth 35 minute survey was conducted of that 
area on visit three of the river.  This was the only turtle I saw during the survey.  This survey site can be 
surveyed from the road.  Take 101 to Hwy to Hwy 34 (Alsea Hwy).  Take first entrance of Little 



Switzerland Road 0.3 miles to only paved turnout (Survey Marker w/ pink flagging).  Access the river 
there. 

Habitat quality is only fair due to channel depths of main channel.  There is not much in the way of side 
channel water in the survey area.  Creeks are upslope to some degree instead of low lying due to survey 
site being further form coastline. There is low aquatic emergent vegetation.  Home owner that reported 
seeing a turtle nine years ago said that flooding has caused much more willow to grow in compared to 
how open it was along banks when she moved there fourteen years ago.  Though willow root 
wads/branches may provide some basking structure in areas of low woody debris. 

Thirty-five minute survey locations were chosen where there were reported turtle sightings. Presence of 
open agricultural land and basking structure by Survey Site Visits one and two also determined those 
survey locations. Total survey time followed protocol for four to five hour window on larger bodies of 
water.   

 

North Fork Siuslaw - Disturbance is high on the North Fork of the Siuslaw.  The North Fork of the 
Siuslaw is heavily influenced by agricultural practices which are mainly grazing.  The river is historically 
affected by heavy fishing and boating practices.  No indigenous species were encountered during surveys 
but fry and smolts were not easy to identify in the water.   

Information on turtle sightings was gathered from the owner of North Fork Roofing Materials.  He is 
close to the bridge that crosses the river where a previous sighting was reported.  He said that twenty-five 
years ago when he first owned his business he would see turtles crossing his property but has not seen any 
in area since then. 

Habitat quality is only moderate due to channel depths of main channel.  There is low basking structure 
during higher tides and virtually no aquatic emergent vegetation.  Side channels were investigated where 
channel depths were lower.  The lower part of the river near the loop does not have much basking 
structure except in the Southeast side of the loop.  However this loop can be virtually void of water during 
lower tides as can most of the side channels (see photos).  Aquatic grasses, rushes, and sedges provide 
some cover in the lower portion of the survey area near and in the bottom loop. 

Thirty-five minute survey locations were chosen where there were areas with shallower coves where 
turtles would tend to congregate.  Total survey time followed protocol for four to five hour window on 
larger bodies of water.  Two of the thirty-five minute surveys were conducted around the area where a 
turtle sighting was reported to USDA Forest Service.  No Turtles were sighted. 

 

Siuslaw Duncan Island - Disturbance is high in the Siuslaw Duncan Island Inlet.  Siuslaw Duncan Island 
Inlet is heavily influenced by agricultural practices which are mainly grazing in lower portion of the inlet. 
There is also logging by a private timber company that owns a portion of the land on the lower part of 
inlet near Bernhardt Creek and the area has been logged.  There are small communities along the survey 
area in the upper portion of the inlet (i.e. Duncan Island Community).  The river is historically affected by 



heavy fishing and boating practices.  Bullfrogs were encountered during surveys. Fry and smolts were not 
easy to identify in the water.   

No information on turtle sightings was gathered by speaking with people in the area.  I spoke with three 
home owners at the Duncan Island community.  I also spoke with the family that owns the private timber 
land on Bernhardt Creek.  No one reported seeing any turtles. 

Habitat quality is only moderate due to channel depths of main channel.  There is less basking structure 
during higher tides in lower portion of the channel. There is virtually no aquatic emergent vegetation.  
Basking structure increases further up the channel. Aquatic grasses, rushes, and sedges provide some 
cover (see photo). Side channels and creeks were investigated where channel depths were lower.   

Thirty-five minute survey locations were chosen where there were areas with shallower coves and creek 
areas where turtles would tend to congregate.  Total survey time followed protocol for four to five hour 
window on larger bodies of water.  Two of the thirty-five minute surveys were conducted around the area 
where a turtle sighting was reported to USDA Forest Service.  No Turtles were sighted. 

 

Five Mile Arm of Tahkenitch Lake 

Directions to Road Stations for Tahkenitch Lake (Western Pond Turtle Surveys) 

Take Highway 101 to Five Mile Road and drive to four mile marker.  View of full length of Five Mile 
Arm of Tahkenitch Lake begins here and Station 1 is here. Stations are flagged with pink flagging and are 
marked- WPT, Station#, and LAR (my Initials).  There are 22 road stations to survey with views of the 
lake. 

Stn 1:  just past 4 mile mark post. Set Odometer to 0000 here. 

Stn 2: just before gate at road 17/23 ( drive 0.2 miles from stn 1) 

Stn 3: 0.3 miles from stn 1 

Stn 4: 0.6 miles from stn 1 

Stn 5: At road with gate 16/5 (0.7 ½ miles from stn 1) 

Stn 6: At first campsite on arm at tree painted w/ a 5 (0.8½ miles from stn 1) 

Stn 7: 1.0 miles from stn 1 

Stn 8: 1.0½ miles from stn 1 

Stn 9: 1.1 miles from stn 1 

Stn 10: 1.1½  miles from stn 1 

Stn 11: 1.3 miles from stn 1 



Stn 12: 1.6½ miles from stn 1 

Stn 13: 1.7 miles from stn 1 

Stn 14: 1.9 miles from stn 1 

Stn 15: 2.0 miles from stn 1 

Stn 16: 2.3 miles from stn 1 

Stn17:  Located at bridge #1 (2.4½ miles from stn 1) 

Stn 18: Located at bridge #2 (2.6 miles from stn 1) 

Directions to Road Stations for Tahkenitch Lake continued: 

Stn 19: 2.7 miles from Stn 1 

Stn 20: Last camp on Arm of Lake (3.0 miles from Stn 1) 

Stn 21: Located at 7 mile post marker (3.1 miles from Stn 1) 

Stn 22: 3.2 miles from Stn 1 (have to walk out on pull out to survey lake) 

****Past this the lake was fairly dried up and overgrown with tall grass to tall to see any real standing 
water in July. 

Disturbance is high due to heavy logging.  Several activities were encountered during surveys:  Crews 
spraying for Scotch Broom and Butterfly Brush were encountered. Road crew (possible county) was 
encountered pushing cut brush and debris into riparian zone and over banks of the lake.  
Fisherman/campers were encountered with motorized boats.  Bullfrog, Largemouth Bass, and Catfish 
(bullhead) were encountered.   

Information on turtle sightings in past were gathered from road and spray crews.  Foreman for spray crew 
gave information on Road Survey Station #5 and my last thirty-five minute survey was done there.  One 
Red-eared slider was seen there.  Foreman had seen his last turtle there around four years prior.  Road 
crew worker said that he has seen turtles in the Mallard arm of the lake and further investigation may 
want to be taken. 

Habitat quality overall was good with plenty of basking structures and cover due to increased emergent 
and submergent vegetation.  The coves have shallower depths suited for turtles.  There are many other 
wetland locations adjacent the Mallard Arm and Five Mile Arm that may need further investigation. 

The lake was best to survey by road due to the amount of grass and aquatic vegetation. However kayak 
surveys were conducted as well to get a better view into the areas not seen well by road. Thirty-five 
minute survey locations were chosen where there were areas with shallower coves where turtles would 
tend to congregate.  Total survey time followed protocol for four to five hour window on larger bodies of 
water. 


