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Completing the mollusk field tag

Field tags are very useful while surveying.  Complete one per collection container.  Field tags should be rubber-banded to the outside of the collection container for shipment.  Edit the tag document (make it your own) to simplify data collection in the field.  Print on Rite-in-the-Rain paper for field use.  Put masking tape on your collection containers and write the voucher number on it (masking tape can easily be removed and replaced with new).  

The tag’s main function is to ensure that critical data such as location and substrate are not lost in the bustle of a field day.

The following are the fields on the field tag with an explanation of the information required:

Tracking #: leave blank, to be complete at RO/SO
# collected:  number of snails in voucher.  The appropriate sample size for aquatic mollusks is a minimum of 20-50 snails.  
Taxon:  Tentative identification of mollusk
Date:  Collection date
Collector:  Collector of the specimen
Voucher Collection number:  Voucher identification number:  (please be brief, like a license plate)  if you don’t have a personal numbering system you could develop a system that includes your last name or initials, year and a number, i.e. JC2009-46, etc. Do not include species codes in your collection number; if the identification is not correct, then the code makes no sense.  
State and County where collection was made, circle agency
Admin/sub-admin Unit:  FS Forest/Ranger District or BLM District and Field Office
Coordinates of specimen either UTM or Latitude/Longitude (Datum NAD83)
Site marker (tree species):  what tree species or other object is marked to monument the location?  Hang flagging with collection number written on it as a temporary monument.
Elevation:  elevation in feet.
Locality description: (narrative, i.e. “left bank of Clear Creek 0.5 km S of head” or “unnamed spring in meadow W of Horsehead Peak”), preferably using place names that appear on topo maps of other readily accessible maps.
Habitat/substrate:  The type of plant community; dominant trees, herbs, and shrubs and related notes about where the collection was located, i.e. on side of rock at spring edge.
% Ethanol:  what percent ethanol was used to preserve the voucher?  80% ethanol is desired for morphological study specimens.  95% ethanol for genetic studies.
Collection Method:  generally for invertebrate collections   
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