
This policy will be effective March 1, 1991 for field clearances.  For planning purposes, this policy is effective immediately.


6.  For officially listed plants (Oregon only) and animals (Oregon and Washington).

	 
DEFINITIONS OF SPECIAL STATUS SPECIES CATEGORIES
Assessment Species (AS):  Plant and vertebrate species not included as FT, FE, FP, FC, State Listed or BS and on List 2 of the ONHDB, on the Sensitive species list of the Washington Natural Heritage Program Data Base, and animal species (or populations) on Attachment 4 of this memorandum.  Species on ONHDB List 1 or on WNHP “Threatened or Endangered in Washington” list which are not eligible as BS will be included as assessment species.
Bureau Sensitive Species (BS):  In BLM Oregon-Washington, Bureau sensitive species are those taxa which are eligible for federal listed, federal candidate, state listed or state candidate (plant) status.  See Attachment 1-2 section A for source lists included in this category.  Species must be known or suspected to occur on lands administered by BLM or in locations where BLM actions may have an effect on their rangewide status.
Documented:  Species which have been located on land administered by BLM in the District or Resource Area by a reliable source and for which BLM has knowledge of written, mapped or specimen documentation of the occurrence.
Federal Listed, Proposed, Candidate Species:  See Manual 6840 Glossary under “special status species”.  The current listings of these species are to be found in the April 15, 1990 list of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants (50 CFR 17.11 and 17.12), the February 21, 1990 Plant Notice of Review, the January 6, 1989 Animal Notice of Review, and subsequent Federal Register notices on individual species.
Standard abbreviations to be used are:  FE = Federal Endangered; FT = Federal Threatened; FP = Federal Proposed; FC1 = Federal Candidate 1; FC2 = Federal Candidate 2.
Special Status Species:       See Manual 6840 Glossary for “special status species”.  In Oregon and Washington, this definition also includes assessment species.
Species:      In this memo the word “species” is used broadly to include all species and infraspecific taxa (e.g. subspecies), which are recognized by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife service for consideration under the Endangered Species Act or which are presently under consideration for legitimate taxonomic status.
State Listed Species:           
Oregon:      Species officially listed in Oregon Administrative Rules (OAR):  Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife OAR 635-100-125; Oregon Department of Agriculture OAR 603-73-070.  Bureau policy applies to these species within the State of Oregon.
Washington:  Species designated by the State of Washington (WAC 232-12-011 and WAC 232-12-014).  The Washington Department of Wildlife’s May 10, 1990 list of Special Animal Species is the current list and is to be used by the Spokane District and the Washington portion of the Vale District until subsequent state lists are published.  Species on this list identified as SE, ST, and SS are the only categories legally protected by the State of Washington.  There are no laws or management objectives in Washington protecting plant species outside the purview of the Natural Areas Act.
Standard abbreviations to be used and applied only to species legally protected by the state are:  SEW = State Endangered Washington; SEO = State Endangered Oregon; SSW = State Sensitive Washington; STW = State Threatened Washington; STO = State threatened Oregon.
Suspected:  A special status species is to be considered as suspected if there is:
1.      a historical sighting (e.g. as by herbarium specimen) on BLM land whether or not the species has recently been observed there;
2.      presence of appropriate habitat;
3.      known occurrence of the species (historically or currently) from non-BLM land in vicinity such that species could occur on BLM land or be affected by BLM actions (such as by loss of shading, pesticide spraying, water table changes).
      Tracking Species:  (TS):  Species not identified as FE, FT, FP, FC, State Listed, BS, or AS and on List 3, the Review or Watch lists of the ONHDB, the Monitor list of the  WNHP, species on the Oregon List of Sensitive Wildlife Species (OAR 635-100-040) which are not listed on Attachment 4 or the State Monitor (SM) or Special Concern  (SC) categories of the Washington Department of Fish and Game Nongame Data Systems Special Animal Species.  Tracking species are not necessarily considered as special status species for management purposes.
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