
The DecAID flowchart 
 
DecAID is data rich, and these data lie at many different levels, summarized in many different 
forms throughout the website.  For example, there are summarized data from multiple wildlife 
studies displayed in cumulative species curves, specific data from individual wildlife studies, 
summarized vegetation inventory data, and life history information on insects and diseases that 
affect decayed wood structure.  These flow charts were developed to give the user an overview 
of where key pieces are located, how to navigate to them, and how they relate to other pages 
within the DecAID website. 
 
The charts are divided across 6 pages.  For this explanatory document, the term “page” will refer 
to text pages in the pdf document, whereas “web page” or “homepage” will refer to electronic 
pages within the DecAID website.  Each page of the flowchart shows how to get to different 
portions of the data in DecAID.  The charts do not cover every link found within DecAID.  
Rather, they focus on the primary routes to the empirical data that are compiled and summarized 
in DecAID.  There are many other DecAID web pages not shown in these charts which provide 
complementary information; the web pages shown on these charts are limited to those containing 
the wildlife use, vegetation, and insect & disease data/data summaries.  Additional information 
found in the website can easily be located in reference to these key web pages. 
 
Every flowchart page starts at the top with a box representing the DecAID homepage.  In most 
cases you are then stepped, link by link, through different levels of data summaries to, 
ultimately, all the underlying descriptive data from the individual wildlife studies that were 
compiled for DecAID.  On the way you can also step off to vegetation and insect and disease 
data summaries. 
 
Each box in a chart represents an individual web page in DecAID; the box is titled to represent 
the corresponding web page.  Most of the titles have a level number associated with them.  
Unfortunately, these levels are not yet identified on the DecAID web pages.  As one proceeds 
from levels of smaller to larger numbers, they are generally moving from compiled data 
summaries to data more specific to individual studies, or “drilling down” to specific studies.  All 
of the chart pages show the same path from the DecAID home page (Level 1) to the Summary 
Narrative web page (Level 3).  It is from this Summary Narrative page where you can step off to 
all the different information on snags, down wood, and insects & diseases. 
 
Just underneath the title bar of each box in the charts is a description of the information that can 
be found on that web page.  Just under that text, within in the same box, you will find  black 
boxes that represent links on that web page that take you to the next level or the next box down 
(as shown in the charts by the arrows).  Quoted text in the black boxes represent the exact title of 
buttons or links on the web page, while unquoted text is a general description of the link (e.g. 
individual species codes), often found in text narrative or tables on the web page.  When not 
obvious or when the web page is particularly large, the web page description in the chart boxes 
will explain where to find the noted links on that particular web page. 
 
 



Chart 1
Flow chart for accessing the snag dbh and snag density data in DecAID
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Level 1:  DecAID Home Page
Links to other documents helpful in using DecAID (e.g. tutorial, caveats & cautions).  

 "Run DecAID "

Level 2:  Query Page
User chooses Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural Condition to access available decayed wood 
 information. 

"Query"

Level 3:  Summary Narrative
Textual summary of decayed wood aspects for a given Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural condition 
with links to data for specific decayed wood features.  The following links are found in the top row
of the green button bar in each Summary Narrative. 

"Snag DBH", "Snag Density" 

     Level 4:  Snag DBH     Level 4:  Snag Density
1) Cumulative species curves for 1) Cumulative species curves for wildlife and 2) Vegetation inventory data box and whisker 
wildlife and 2) vegetation inventory graphs.
data summaries. "Underlying "Underlying 

"Underlying Wildlife Inventory "Inventory 
 Wildlife Data" Data" Data" Distribution"

Level 5:  Synthesized data on Level 5:  Synthesized data on Level 5:  Descriptive Level 5:  Inventory 
Snag DBH Snag Density statistics for snag Histograms for Snags

Summarized data used to build Summarized data used to build density Vegetation inventory 
cumulative species curves cumulative species curves Summarized vegetation histograms showing 
for wildlife. for wildlife. data used to develop box distribution of snag 

"Underlying Data" "Underlying Data" and whisker graphs. densities.  Toggle between 
Toggle between data for distributions by density 
all plots and data for only class and distributions by

Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data unharvested plots. tolerance interval.
on Snag DBH on Snag Density

Data used to build cumulative  Data used to build cumulative 
species curves.  Includes citation. species curves.  Includes citation.

"Underlying Data" "Underlying Data"

Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species 
use of Snags use of Snags

Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   
study.  Table may include data not study.  Table may include data not 
used to build species curves. used to build species curves.

Individual Species Individual Species
Code Links Code Links

Level 8:  Literature and Studies Level 8:  Literature and Studies 
for Snags for Snags

Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the 
selected citation. selected citation.



Chart 2
Flow chart for accessing the down wood diameter and down wood % cover data in DecAID
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Level 1:  DecAID Home Page
Links to other documents helpful in using DecAID (e.g. tutorial, caveats & cautions).  

 "Run DecAID "

Level 2:  Query Page
User chooses Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural Condition to access available decayed wood 
 information. 

"Query"

Level 3:  Summary Narrative
Textual summary of decayed wood aspects for a given Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural condition 
with links to data for specific decayed wood features.  The following links are found in the top row
of the green button bar in each Summary Narrative. 

"Down Wood 
"Down Wood Diameter" % Cover"

Level 4:  Down Wood Diameter Level 4:  Down Wood % Cover
1) Cumulative species curves for 1) Cumulative species curves for wildlife and 2) Vegetation inventory data box and whisker 
wildlife and 2) vegetation inventory graphs.
data summaries. "Underlying "Underlying 

"Underlying Wildlife Inventory "Inventory 
 Wildlife Data" Data" Data" Distribution"

Level 5:  Synthesized data on Level 5:  Synthesized data on Level 5:  Descriptive Level 5:  Inventory 
Down Wood Diameter Down Wood % Cover statistics for down wood Histograms for Down 

Summarized data used to build Summarized data used to build % cover Wood
cumulative species curves cumulative species curves Summarized vegetation Vegetation inventory 
for wildlife. for wildlife. data used to develop box histograms showing 

"Underlying Data" "Underlying Data" and whisker graphs. distribution of down wood 
Toggle between data for amounts. Toggle between
all plots and data for only distributions by % cover

Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data unharvested plots. class and distributions by
on Down Wood Diameter on Down Wood % Cover tolerance interval

Data used to build cumulative  Data used to build cumulative 
species curves.  Includes citation. species curves.  Includes citation.

"Underlying Data" "Underlying Data"

Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species 
use of Down Wood use of Down Wood

Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   
study.  Table may include data not study.  Table may include data not 
used to build species curves. used to build species curves.

Individual Species Individual Species
Code Links Code Links

Level 8:  Literature and Studies Level 8:  Literature and Studies 
for Down Wood for Down Wood

Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the 
selected citation. selected citation.



Chart 3
Flow chart for accessing the insect and disease data in DecAID.
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Level 1:  DecAID Home Page
Links to other documents helpful in using DecAID (e.g. tutorial, caveats & cautions).  

 "Run DecAID "

Level 2:  Query Page
User chooses Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural Condition to access available decayed wood 
 information. 

"Query"

Level 3:  Summary Narrative
Textual summary of decayed wood aspects for a given Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural condition 
with links to data for specific decayed wood features.  The following links are found in the top row
of the green button bar in each Summary Narrative. 

"I&D Inventory
Data" "I&D Species List" 

Level 4:  Stem Decay and Root Level 4:  Insect and Disease Species List
Disease Species List List of insects and diseases that affect wildlife habitat in the respective habitat and tree 

Tables showing percent of structure which was queried.
vegetation inventory plots with Links to individual

occurrence of root disease, stem "I&D Inventory species within

decay and dwarf mistletoe.  Data" "I&D Info Page" the tables

Toggle among stem decay, root
disease and dwarf mistletoe
tables.  Decaid Insects and   Species 

Disease Information Description Narratives
Links to descriptive information Life history, management, 
for the most significant insects and other descriptive 
and diseases that are described information of specific
in DecAID.  Additional links to insect and disease species
other websites related to forest or groups of species that
insects and diseases. affect wildlife habitat.

Links to individual

species 



Chart 4
Flow chart for accessing the ancillary data (Tree height, tree species, tree mortality condition) in DecAID
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Level 1:  DecAID Home Page
Links to other documents helpful in using DecAID (e.g. tutorial, caveats & cautions).  

 "Run DecAID "

Level 2:  Query Page
User chooses Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural Condition to access available decayed wood 
 information. 

"Query"

Level 3:  Summary Narrative
Textual summary of decayed wood aspects for a given Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural condition with links to data for specific  
decayed wood features.  The following links are found in the "Ancillary Information . . ." portion of the summary narrative under the  
respective sections, "Tree Height", "Tree species", "Tree mortality condition".   Links are table or figure lables.  The phrase "XXX" 
in the lable varies depending on the habitat type queried in Level 2.

"Figure XXX.sp-11" "Figure XXX.sp-12" "Table XXX.sp-3"

Level 4:  Snag/tree heights Level 4:  Snag/tree species
Plot of mean height of trees Graph of number of wildlife 
and snags used by wildlife. species using different snag/tree

species.

"Underlying Data" "Underlying Data" No Level 4 or Level 5 
summary for Tree mortality  

condition data
Level 5:  Synthesized data on Level 5:  Synthesized data on 

Snag/tree heights Snag/tree species
Summarized data used to build Summarized data used to build 
snag/tree height plot. snag/tree species graph.

"Study Specific Data" "Study Specific Data"

Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data 
on Snag/tree heights on Snag/tree species on tree mortality condition

Study specific data on mean tree Study specific data on tree Study specific data on 
heights used by wildlife. species used by wildlife. proportions of live vs. dead 

trees used by wildlife.
"All Ancillary Data "All Ancillary Data "All Ancillary Data

for Snags" for Snags" for Snags"

Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for
trees used by wildlife trees used by wildlife trees used by wildlife

Additional tree data for each   Additional tree data for each   Additional tree data for each   
study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  
not used to develop height plot. not used to develop species not included in Level 6 table.

graph.
"All Underlying Data "All Underlying Data "All Underlying Data

for Snags" for Snags" for Snags"

Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species 
use of Snags use of Snags use of Snags

Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   
study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  
not used to develop height plot. not used to develop species not included in Level 6 table.

graph.
Individual Species Individual Species Individual Species

Code Links Code Links Code Links

Level 8:  Literature and  Level 8:  Literature and  Level 8:  Literature and  
Studies for Snags Studies for Snags Studies for Snags

Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the 
selected citation. selected citation. selected citation.



Chart 5
Flow chart for accessing the ancillary data (hollow live trees and snags, snag decay, tree top condition) in DecAID
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Level 1:  DecAID Home Page
Links to other documents helpful in using DecAID (e.g. tutorial, caveats & cautions).  

 "Run DecAID "

Level 2:  Query Page
User chooses Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural Condition to access available decayed wood 
 information. 

"Query"

Level 3:  Summary Narrative
Textual summary of decayed wood aspects for a given Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural condition with links to data for specific  
decayed wood features.  The following links are found in the "Ancillary Information . . ." portion of the summary narrative under the  
respective sections, "Hollow live trees and snags", "Snag decay", "Tree top condition".   Links are table or figure lables.  The phrase "XXX" 
in the lable varies depending on the habitat type queried in Level 2.

"Table XXX.sp-4" "Table XXX.sp-5" "Table XXX.sp-6"

No Level 4 or Level 5 No Level 4 or Level 5 No Level 4 or Level 5 
summary for hollow live summary for snag decay summary for tree top  

trees and snags data data condition data

Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data 
on hollow snags and trees on snag decay condition on tree top condition

Study specific data on hollow Study specific data on decay  Study specific data on the
trees and snags used by wildlife. condition of snags used by condition of the tops of trees

wildlife.  used by wildlife.
"All Ancillary Data "All Ancillary Data "All Ancillary Data

for Snags" for Snags" for Snags"

Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for
trees used by wildlife trees used by wildlife trees used by wildlife

Additional tree data for each   Additional tree data for each   Additional tree data for each   
study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  
not used to develop height plot. not used to develop species not included in Level 6 table.

graph.
"All Underlying Data "All Underlying Data "All Underlying Data

for Snags" for Snags" for Snags"

Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species 
use of Snags use of Snags use of Snags

Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   
study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  
not used to develop height plot. not used to develop species not included in Level 6 table.

graph.
Individual Species Individual Species Individual Species

Code Links Code Links Code Links

Level 8:  Literature and  Level 8:  Literature and  Level 8:  Literature and  
Studies for Snags Studies for Snags Studies for Snags

Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the 
selected citation. selected citation. selected citation.



Chart 6
Flow chart for accessing the ancillary data (down wood length, down wood species, hollow down wood, down wood 

decay) in DecAID

7

Level 1:  DecAID Home Page
Links to other documents helpful in using DecAID (e.g. tutorial, caveats & cautions).  

 "Run DecAID "

Level 2:  Query Page
User chooses Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural Condition to access available decayed wood 
 information. 

"Query"

Level 3:  Summary Narrative
Textual summary of decayed wood aspects for a given Wildlife Habitat Type and Structural condition with links to data for specific  
decayed wood features.  The following links are found in the "Ancillary Information . . ." portion of the summary narrative under the  
respective sections, "Down wood length", "Down wood species", "Hollow down wood", "down wood decay".   Links are table or figure 
lables.  The phrase "XXX" in the lable varies depending on the habitat type queried in Level 2.

"Figure XXX.sp-13" "Figure XXX.sp-14" "Table XXX.sp-9" "Table XXX.sp-10"

Level 4:  Down wood length Level 4:  Down wood species
Plot of mean length of down Graph of number of wildlife 
wood used by wildlife. species using different down

wood species.

"Underlying Data" "Underlying Data" No Level 4 or Level 5 No Level 4 or Level 5 
summary for hollow down summary for down wood

wood data decay condition data
Level 5:  Synthesized data on Level 5:  Synthesized data on 

down wood length down wood species
Summarized data used to build Summarized data used to build 
down wood length plot. down wood species graph.

"Study Specific Data" "Study Specific Data"

Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data Level 6:  Study Specific Data 
on down wood length on down wood species on hollow down wood on down wood decay condition

Study specific data on mean Study specific data on species  Study specific data on Study specific data on the decay
length of down wood used by of down wood used by wildlife. use of hollow down wood by condition of down wood used by 
wildlife. wildlife. wildlife.

"All Ancillary Data "All Ancillary Data "All Ancillary Data "All Ancillary Data
for Down Wood" for Down Wood" for Down Wood" for Down Wood"

Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for Level 6.5:  Ancillary data for
down wood used by wildlife down wood used by wildlife down wood used by wildlife down wood used by wildlife

Additional down wood data for    Additional down wood data for    Additional down wood data for    Additional down wood data for    
each study.  Table may include   each study.  Table may include   each study.  Table may include   each study.  Table may include   
data not included in Level 6 data not included in Level 6 data not included in Level 6 data not included in Level 6 
table. table. table. table.

"All Underlying Data "All Underlying Data "All Underlying Data "All Underlying Data
for Down Wood" for Down Wood" for Down Wood" for Down Wood"

Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species Level 7:  Details on species 
use of Down Wood use of Down Wood use of Down Wood use of Down Wood

Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   Additional habitat info for each   
study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  study.  Table may include data  
not included in Level 6 table. not included in Level 6 table. not included in Level 6 table. not included in Level 6 table.

Individual Species Individual Species Individual Species Individual Species
Code Links Code Links Code Links Code Links

Level 8:  Literature and  Level 8:  Literature and  Level 8:  Literature and  Level 8:  Literature and  
Studies for Down Wood Studies for Down Wood Studies for Down Wood Studies for Down Wood

Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the Includes details of data for the 
selected citation. selected citation. selected citation. selected citation.
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