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The influence of residual bark on insect colonization of logs and lumber after heat
treatment to ISPM-15 specifications was investigated experimentally in the field. In
addition, surveys were conducted for live insects on wood packaging at six U.S.
ports of entry.

ISPM 15 is the first international standard for treating wood packaging material
(WPM) used in international trade. ISPM 15 requires WPM to be either heat treated
or fumigated prior to export. However, residual bark is allowed to be present on
WPM. Concerns were raised in recent years that insects could infest WPM after
treatment, especially if residual bark were present. Investigations were conducted to
evaluate insect infestation of logs and lumber with varying amounts of bark after
heat treatment. In addition, surveys were conducted at six U.S. ports for live insects
on WPM that had been stamped with the ISPM-15 mark. These studies, among
others, were used to revise ISPM 15 in 2009.
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