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1975 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST
by
J. D. Lloyd, Jr., Supervisory Forester

In 1975, the Washington timber harvest declined for the 2d year to 6.2 billion
board feet, 10 percent below 1974, and the lowest level in 8 years. The decrease,
which occurred on almost all ownerships, amounted to 561 million board feet in
western -‘Washington and 130 million board feet in eastern Washington.

Harvest on private lands decreased 275 million board feet (5.0 percent)
compared with 1974. Industrial harvest increased 3 million board feet, but other
private harvests decreased 278 million board feet (25 percent). Of the total
harvest, 66 percent came from private lands--the greatest proportion since 1952.

Compared with 1974, harvest on all public lands decreased in western Washing-
ton by 331 million board feet (19 percent) and in eastern Washington by 85 million
board feet (11 percent). Harvest decreased on National Forests 191 million board
feet (15 percent), on State lands 145 million board feet (21 percent), and on
Indian lands 33 million board feet (7 percent). The remaining public agencies
showed a combined decrease of 47 million board feet (42 percent).

Average stumpage prices on publicly owned or managed lands fell to their
lowest level in 3 years. Compared with the record high in 1974, the prices were
$105.48 per thousand board feet (down $40.70) in western Washington and $43.52
per thousand board feet (down $29.98) in eastern Washington. Volume sold on these
lands increased to 2.5 billion board feet (5 percent). Timber sold as small
business set-aside sales on National Forests decreased to 312 million board feet
(21 percent of all sales), down from the record high in 1974 of 358 million board
feet (25 percent of total sales).
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