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1973 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST
by
J. D. Lloyd, Jr., Supervisory Forester

Washington's 1973 timber harvest increased 730 million board feet (10.3
percent) above the 1972 harvest to set a record at 7.81 billion board feet. The
previous record set in 1929 was 7.38 billion board feet. Nearly all the increase
for the State was in western Washington where the harvest was 700 million board
feet (11.9 percent) greater than the previous year.

Almost all the increase was on private lands which showed a gain of 713
million board feet (15.1 percent) over the 1972 harvest. Of this, industrial
private increased 176 million board feet (5.5 percent), and the other private
sector increased 537 million board feet (64.7 percent)! The increase in harvest on
other private lands was 63 million board feet (37.4 percent) in eastern Washington

with an even greater increase of 474 million board feet (71.6 percent) in western
Washington.

Harvest on all public lands increased only 17 million board feet (0.5 percent).
Each of the major public agencies reported a decline compared with the 1972 harvest
except National Forests which increased their harvest by 126 million board feet
(8.4 percent). This increase was all in western Washington where the National
Forest harvest increased 16.7 percent, whereas in eastern Washington the harvest
decreased 8.8 percent. The harvest on State-owned lands decreased 0.6 percent,
on Indian lands 8.9 percent, and on other public lands 70.6 percent or 44.7
million board feet.

Volume of timber sold on publicly owned or managed lands in 1973 decreased
slightly by 21 million board feet (0.9 percent) from the 1972 level. The average
stumpage price on these lands increased 90 percent to $62 in eastern Washington
and 125 percent to $143 in western Washington.
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*Separate data for public and private not available prior to 1955.
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