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1971 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST 
by 

B r i a n  R. Wal l  , Associate Economist 

Washington's 1971 timber harves t  of 6.45 b i l l i o n  board f e e t  was nearly the  
same a s  the  1970 harvest  level .  The t o t a l  timber harvest  on publ ic  lands in- 
creased nearly 4 percent with a 30-percent increase  i n  eas te rn  Washington more 
than o f f s e t t i n g  a 5-percent decl ine  i n  western Washington. Pa r t  of the  increase 
i n  eas te rn  Washington r e f l e c t s  salvage of a l a rge  volume of timber k i l l e d  by f i r e  
i n  1970. S t a t e  lands i n  the  S t a t e  of Washington increased t h e i r  production by 
120 mil l ion board f e e t  (up 20 percent). Other Federal Agencies had a sharp 51- 
million-board-foot increase  i n  production, and Indian lands had a 48-million- 
board-foot increase  (up 13  percent) .  Log production on the  National Forests  de- 
c l i n e  117 mil l ion board f e e t  (down 8 percent) ,  and "other public" harves ts  de- 
c l ined 12 mil l ion board f e e t  (down 30 percent) .  

The t o t a l  1971 p r iva te  timber harvest  declined 99 mi l l ion board f e e t  (down 2 
percent)  from t h a t  recorded i n  1970. The "other private" (nonindustrial)  timber- 
lands l ed  the  decl ine  with an 84-million-board-foot drop (down 12 percent)  and log 
production on i n d u s t r i a l  lands declined 15 mil l ion board f e e t .  

I n  1971, average annual stumpage p r i ces  on publ ic ly  owned o r  managed lands 
declined 12 percent i n  western Washington even though pr ices  strengthened i n  the 
fourth quar ter .  In  eas te rn  Washington, publ ic  stumpage p r i ces  dropped 17 percent. 
The volume of public timber sold  i n  the  S t a t e  declined 247 mil l ion board f e e t  
(down 10 percent) .  The t o t a l  uncut volume under contract  on S t a t e ,  Bureau of Land 
Management, and National Forest lands rose 3 percent t o  5,122 mil l ion board f e e t  
by yearend 1971. 
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'Separate data for public and private not available prior to 1955. 
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