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1970 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST 
b y  

B r i a n  R. Wa l l ,  Associate Economist 

Washington 's  1970 t imber  h a r v e s t  of  6.46 b i l l i o n  board f e e t  was 7 .8  p e r c e n t  
below t h e  n e a r  r e c o r d  h a r v e s t  of  7  b i l l i o n  b o a r d  f e e t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1969. Timber 
h a r v e s t s  on a l l  p u b l i c  l a n d s  d e c l i n e d  1 3  p e r c e n t  w i t h  a  9 .0-percent  r e d u c t i o n  i n  
w e s t e r n  Washington and a  22.9-percent d rop  i n  e a s t e r n  Washington. S t a t e  l a n d s  
l e d  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  p u b l i c  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  a 142-mil l ion-board-foot  d rop  from 1969 
(down 1 9 . 1  p e r c e n t )  fo l lowed  by t h e  N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t s  w i t h  a  140.8-mill ion-board- 
f o o t  d rop  (down 9 . 3  p e r c e n t ) .  P r o d u c t i o n  on I n d i a n  l a n d s  d e c l i n e d  52.6 m i l l i o n  
board  f e e t  (down 12.5  p e r c e n t )  d u r i n g  1970. Log p r o d u c t i o n  by o t h e r  non-Federal  
and o t h e r  F e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  d e c l i n e d  1 3  b i l l i o n  board f e e t  and 11.9  b i l l i o n  board  
f e e t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The Bureau of  Land Uanagement's 1970 h a r v e s t  r o s e  1 . 2  m i l l i o n  
board  f e e t  above t h a t  r ecorded  i n ' 1 9 6 9 .  

The t o t a l  p r i v a t e  t imber  h a r v e s t  d e c l i n e d  184.8  m i l l i o n  board  f e e t ,  a l t h o u g h  
i n d u s t r i a l  t i m b e r l a n d  ownere had a  s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  between 1969 and 
1970. The " o t h e r  p r i v a t e "  ( n o n i n d u s t r i a l )  t imber land  owners accounted f o r  t h i s  
d e c l i n e  w i t h  a  22.,6-percent d rop  i n  p r o d u c t i o n .  P r i v a t e  t imber  h a r v e s t  d e c l i n e d  
4 . 8  p e r c e n t  i n  w e s t e r n  Washington b u t  r o s e  1 .4  p e r c e n t  i n  e a s t e r n  Washington due 
t o  i n c r e a s e s  i n  n o n i n d u s t r i a l  p r i v a t e  p r o d u c t i o n .  

During 1970 N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  stumpage p r i c e s  d e c l i n e d  through, t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  
of t h e  y e a r ,  r ecovered  somewhat i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r ,  and t h e n  d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  
f o u r t h  q u a r t e r .  The average  p u b l i c  stumpage p r i c e  f o r  1970 was below t h e  1969 
average  by 41.5 p e r c e n t  i n  w e s t e r n  Washington and by 54.7  p e r c e n t  i n  e a s t e r n  
Washington. The volume of  p u b l i c  t imber  s o l d  dropped 2 1  p e r c e n t ,  and t h e  volume 
of  uncut  p u b l i c  t i m b e r  under  c o n t r a c t  r o s e  32.6 p e r c e n t  t o  6.6 b i l l i o n  board  f e e t  
by yearend 1970. 
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