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1970° WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST
; by
Brian R. Wall, Associate Economist

May 1971

Washington's 1970 timber harvest of 6.46 billion board feet was 7.8 percent
below the near record harvest of 7 billion board feet established in 1969. Timber
harvests on all public lands declined 13 percent with a 9.0-percent reduction in
western Washington and a 22.9-percent drop.in eastern Washington. State lands
led the. decline in public production with a 142-million-board-foot drop from 1969
(down 19. 1 percent) followed by the National Forests with a 140.8-million-board-
foot drop (down 9.3 percent). Production on Indian lands declined 52.6 million
board feet (down 12.5 percent) during 1970. Log production by other non-Federal
and other Federal agencies declined 13 billion board feet and 11.9 billion board
feet, respectively. The Bureau of Land Management's 1970 harvest rose 1.2 million
board feet above that recorded in*1969. '

The total private timber harvest declined 184.8 million board feet, although
industrial timberland owners had a slight increase in production between 1969 and
1970. The "other private" (nonindustrial) timberland owners accounted for this
decline with a 22.6-percent drop in production. Private timber harvest declined
4.8 percent in western Washington but rose 1.4 percent in eastern Washington due
to increases in nonindustrial private production.

During 1970 National Forest stumpage prices declined through’the first half
of the year, recovered somewhat in the third quarter, and then declined in the
fourth quarter. The average public stumpage price for 1970 was below the 1969
average by 41.5 percent in western Washington and by 54.7 percent in eastern
Washington. The volume of public timber sold dropped 21 percent, and the volume

"~ of uncut publlc timber under ‘contract rose 32.6 percent to 6.6 billion board feet
_ by yearend 1970 :
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'PACIFIC NORTHWEST FOREST AND RANGE EXPERIMENT STATION

Philip A Briegleb, Director Portland, Oregon
AFOREST SERVICE . U.S. Department of Agriculture
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