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1968 WASH1 NGTON TIMBER HARVEST 
by 

B r i a n  R. Wal l  , Associate Economist 

Washington's 1968 timber ha rves t  of 6.97 b i l l i o n  board f e e t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  s i n c e  
1929 when a record 7.38 b i l l i o n  board f e e t  was produced. P r i v a t e  h a r v e s t s  increased 
16.5 pe rcen t  i n  western  Washington and 15.7 percent  i n  e a s t e r n  Washington f o r  a n  
average i n c r e a s e  of 16.5 pe rcen t ,  45.5 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  above t h e  p r i v a t e  ha rves t  
i n  1967. Fores t  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  Washington increased t h e i r  log  product ion by 538.3 
m i l l i o n  board f e e t  (20.9 pe rcen t )  and o t h e r  p r i v a t e  owners increased t h e i r  production 
by 7.2 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  (1.0 pe rcen t ) .  

Pub l ic  agencies '  ha rves t s  increased 22.9 percent  i n  western Washington and 9.0 
percent  i n  e a s t e r n  Washington f o r  a t o t a l  pub l ic  inc rease  of 489.1 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  
(18.6 pe rcen t )  i n  1968. S t a t e  l ands  had t h e  l a r g e s t  production inc rease  of 213.8 
m i l l i o n  board f e e t  (up 45.8 pe rcen t ) ,  followed by t h e  Nat ional  Fores t s '  inc rease  of 
195.4 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  (12.2 pe rcen t ) ,  and an  i n c r e a s e  of 63.7 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  
(up 13.7 pe rcen t )  from Indian l ands .  Other Federal  agencies  more than doubled t h e i r  
ha rves t  wi th  a 22.4-million-board-foot inc rease ,  and t h e  Bureau of Land Management in- 
creased i ts  harves t  by 640,000 board f e e t  i n  1968. The "Other public" 1968 timber 
ha rves t  dropped 6.8 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  (9.8 pe rcen t )  below t h e  1967 f i g u r e .  

The 17.4-percent r i s e  i n  t o t a l  1968 harves t  above t h e  1967 f i g u r e  was accompanied 
by pub l ic  stumpage p r i c e  inc reases  of 48.7 percent  i n  western Washington and 59.1 per- 
c e n t  i n  e a s t e r n  Washington. To ta l  pub l ic  stumpage so ld  increased 1 3  pe rcen t  i n  1968, 
and t h e  volume of p u b l i c  uncut timber under c o n t r a c t  decl ined 5.8 percent .  

I n  1968, Douglas-fir  was t h e  leading s p e c i e s ,  accounting f o r  38.2 percent  (2.7 
b i l l i o n  board f e e t )  of t h e  timber ha rves t .  Western hemlock production represented 
31.3 percent  (2.2 b i l l i o n  board f e e t )  of the  Washington t o t a l .  The hardwood harves t  
t o t a l e d  149.7 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  i n  1968 wi th  red a l d e r  accounting f o r  86.2 percent  
of t h i s  t o t a l .  
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'Separate data for public and private not available prior to 1955. 

WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST 1950-68 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST FOREST AND RANGE EXPERIMENT STATION 
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