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EDITOR'S 
1966 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST 

by Brian R.  Wall, Associate Economist FILE COPY 
The 1966 Washington t imber  ha rves t  of 6 .1  b i l l i o n  board f e e t  was 6.8 

percent  below t h e  1965 l e v e l .  This  was t h e  f i r s t  d e c l i n e  s i n c e  1961. I n  
p a r t ,  t h e  lower ha rves t  i n  1966 was due t o  completion of sa lvage  logging of 
t h e  1962 blowdown. The volume of dead timber salvaged i n  1966 was only 6 
percent  of t h e  t o t a l ,  compared wi th  15 percent  i n  1965. The l i v e  t imber  
ha rves t  a c t u a l l y  increased  by 3 percent  i n  1966 t o  5.7 b i l l i o n  board f e e t .  

P r i v a t e  t imber h a r v e s t s  of 3.5 b i l l i o n  board f e e t  were 4 percent  below 
l a s t  yea r .  Log product ion by i n d u s t r i a l  owners was 2.7 b i l l i o n  board f e e t ,  
down 3 percent  from 1965. The smal l  p r i v a t e  owners' p roduct ion  dropped 18 
percent  t o  367 m i l l i o n  board f e e t  i n  1966, whi le  l a r g e  p r i v a t e  owners wi th  
no process ing  f a c i l i t i e s  increased  t h e i r  cu t  11 pe rcen t  t o  412 m i l l i o n  
board f e e t .  

Product ion from p u b l i c  lands  i n  1966 was 2.6 b i l l i o n  board f e e t ,  down 
11 percent  from 1965. Both t h e  S t a t e  and t h e  Nat iona l  F o r e s t s  l e d  t h e  de- 
c l i n e  wi th  ha rves t  reduc t ions  of 147 m i l l i o n  board f e e t ,  a 21-percent and 
9-percent d e c l i n e ,  r e spec t ive ly .  

Although product ion of Douglas-f i r  amounted t o  2.3 b i l l i o n  board f e e t ,  
a &percent  drop s i n c e  1965, i t s  sha re  of t o t a l  l o g  product ion  increased  
from 38 t o  39 percent  dur ing  t h i s  per iod .  The western hemlock product ion 
of 1 .9  b i l l i o n  board f e e t  was 9 percent  below t h a t  recorded i n  1965, and 
i t s  s h a r e  of t o t a l  product ion dec l ined  from 32 percent  t o  31 percent .  Red 
a l d e r  accounted f o r  85 percent  of t h e  149 m i l l i o n  board-foot hardwood pro- 
duc t ion  i n  1966. Black cottonwood ranked second wi th  1 3  percent  of t h e  
t o t a l .  The t o t a l  hardwood t imber  ha rves t  was 21 pe rcen t  lower i n  1966 
than  i n  1965. 
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'Separate data for public and private not available prior to 1955. 
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