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by Brian R. Wall, Associate Economist

The 1966 Washington timber harvest of 6.1 billion board feet was 6.8
percent below the 1965 level. This was the first decline since 1961. In
part, the lower harvest in 1966 was due to completion of salvage logging of
the 1962 blowdown. The volume of dead timber salvaged in 1966 was only 6
percent of the total, compared with 15 percent in 1965. The live timber
harvest actually increased by 3 percent in 1966 to 5.7 billion board feet.

Private timber harvests of 3.5 billion board feet were 4 percent below
last year. Log production by industrial owners was 2.7 billion board feet,
down 3 percent from 1965. The small private owners' production dropped 18
percent to 367 million board feet in 1966, while large private owners with
no processing facilities increased their cut 11 percent to 412 million
board feet.

Production from public lands in 1966 was 2.6 billion board feet, down
11 percent from 1965. Both the State and the National Forests led the de-
cline with harvest reductions of 147 million board feet, a 2l-percent and
9-percent decline, respectively.

Although production of Douglas-fir amounted to 2.3 billion board feet,
a 4-percent drop since 1965, its share of total log production increased
from 38 to 39 percent during this period. The western hemlock production
of 1.9 billion board feet was 9 percent below that recorded in 1965, and
its share of total production declined from 32 percent to 31 percent. Red
alder accounted for 85 percent of the 149 million board-foot hardwood pro-
duction in 1966. Black cottonwood ranked second with 13 percent of the
total. The total hardwood timber harvest was 21 percent lower in 1966
than in 1965.
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST FOREST AND RANGE EXPERIMENT STATION
Philip A. Briegleb, Director Portland, Oregon
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