EDITOR'S
FILE COPY

U.S. Forest Service December 1966
Resource Bulletin PNW-18

1965 WASHINGTON TIMBER HARVEST
by Brian R. Wall

Washington's timber harvest increased for the fourth consecutive
year in 1965 to 6.5 billion board feet. This 4-percent increase was
not as great as the 15 percent experienced in 1964. The total timber
harvest reached the highest level since 1929, with most of the increas-
ed production occurring in western Washington.

The timber harvest from public lands increased 193 million board
feet or 7 percent during 1965. The State contributed most of the public

increase with an increment of 149 million board feet.

In 1965, the private timber harvest increased only 87 million board
feet (2 percent) compared with the 569 million board foot increase in
1964. Production from the private lands dropped from 56 percent of the
total timber harvest in 1964 to 55 percent in 1965.

The salvage of dead timber declined from 1.2 billion board feet in
1964 to 979 million board feet in 1965. Most of this volume can be
attributed to the Columbus Day Storm (1962). The effect of this blow-~
down over and above the usual dead harvest is shown in the following:

Year 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965
Percent dead 5 3 3 20 19 15

Logging in the concentrated blowdown was generally completed in
1965. However, salvage logging of the scattered blowdown continued in
1966 and is planned for 1967 in parts of southwestern Washington.
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*Separate data for public and private not available prior to 1955.
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