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Abstract—A tree canopy cover (TCC) map is one of three elements in the National 
Land Cover Database (NLCD) 2011 suite of nationwide geospatial data layers. In 2010, 
the USDA Forest Service (USFS) committed to creating the TCC layer as a member 
of the Multi-Resolution Land Cover (MRLC) consortium. A general methodology for 
creating the TCC layer was reported at the 2012 FIA Symposium in Knoxville, Tennessee 
by several USFS researchers. Since that time, remote sensing specialists at the USFS 
Remote Sensing Application Center (RSAC) have translated those general methods into 
a process capable of being implemented over the Contiguous United States and Coastal 
Alaska and produced the TCC 2011 layers. 

This poster presents the products produced by the NLCD TCC 2011 team in graphical 
form and is a companion to a presentation on the same topic. Both versions of the NLCD 
TCC dataset are distributed through the MRLC NLCD website at http://www.mrlc.gov.

1 Robert Benton, Project Manager / Remote Sensing Analyst, 
RedCastle Resources, Inc. working onsite at the Remote Sensing 
Applications Center, Salt Lake City, UT801.975.3836, robertben-
ton@fs.fed.us
2 Bonnie Ruefenacht, Senior Remote Sensing Analyst, RedCastle 
Resources, Inc. working onsite at the Remote Sensing Applications 
Center, Salt Lake City, UT, 801.975.3828, bruefenacht@fs.fed.us
3 Vicky Johnson, Remote Sensing Analyst, RedCastle Resources, 
Inc. working onsite at the Remote Sensing Applications Center, Salt 
Lake City, UT, 801.975.3759, vjohnson@fs.fed.us
4 Tanushree Biswas1, Remote Sensing Analyst, RedCastle Resources, 
Inc. working onsite at the Remote Sensing Applications Center, Salt 
Lake City, UT 801.975.3754, tbiswas@fs.fed.us
5 Craig Baker, Remote Sensing Technician, RedCastle Resources, 
Inc. working onsite at the Remote Sensing Applications Center, Salt 
Lake City, UT, 801.975.3426, crbaker@fs.fed.us

6 Mark Finco, Principal Investigator, RedCastle Resources, Inc. 
working onsite at the Remote Sensing Applications Center, Salt 
Lake City, UT, 801.975.3767, mfinco@fs.fed.us
7 Kevin Megown, Program Leader, Remote Sensing Applications 
Center, USDA Forest Service, Salt Lake City, UT, 801.975.3826, 
kamegown@fs.fed.us
8 John Coulston Research Scientist, Southern Research Station, 
USDA Forest Service, Knoxville, TN, 865.862.2008, jcoulston@
fs.fed.us
9 Ken Winterberger, Forester, Pacific Northwest Research Station, 
USDA Forest Service, Anchorage, AK, 907-743-9419, kwinter-
berger@fs.fed.us 
10 Mark Riley, Regional Remote Sensing Coordinator, Alaska 
Regional Office, USDA Forest Service, Juneau, AK, 907-586-8759, 
markriley@fs.fed.us




