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Young DougJas-fir ti-r is known t o  produce much No. 1 Common 
aria Better lwber but, l i t t l e  or no clear lurriber. The voltme of luzriber 
produced from young-growth timber has become a sizeable part of the 
cut fromthe Douglas-fir region of Oregon and Washington. No exact 
figures are available, but it is estimated that more than one-fourth 
of the lumber produced from this region i s  cut from young growth. As 
the volume of old grovth decreases, more and nore reliance w i l l  have 
t o  be placed on young growth, so both timber growers and wood indus- 
t r ies  need more information on the kind of lumber t o  be expected from 
this timber. 

During the gas* few years the Pacific B rthwest Forest and 
Range Brperiment Station has made two studies~9 of lumber graae recov- 
ery from young-growth timber. The first study covered four circular 
mills i n  southwestern Washington which cut timber from 50 t o  80 years 
of age. A la te r  study was made a t  a round-log gang m i l l  in  Oregon 
which cut 90-year-old tiniber. Results of both these studies have been 
published. In this report lumber-recovery dsta for the two have been 
combined aad are shown in Table 1. Lumber recovery averaged 32 percent 
Select Structural and Select Merchantable, 54 percent No . 1, 12 percent 
No. 2, and two percent No. 3. 

These studies indicate that practically all Douglas-fir logs 
cut from timber up t o  100 years old win produce a t  least 65 percent 
Nos 1 Coopnon or  Better lwnber . These logs, therefore, should be graded 
as NU. 2 sawmill logs if they meet the size requirement. Xo clear 
wades of lumber can be expected from Douglas-fir up to  100 years old, 
however, unless the timber stands receive some cultural practices such 
as pruning;. 
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As thie 8qpI.y of ol&-gnmth tidbr deerearsee, the klpred in 
price between clear lwdbr canmi 1-r should become w%&r. 
Therefore, forest practices that w i l l  i n g a m  thQ qyality of th! tim- 
b r  ~h-d bee- i n ~ r e ~ l n g l Y  m ~ n t  pro i ihb le .  

Table 1 . - -Grab racamrier fn percent of ltmibr, gma trlly 

(~rorm~gravth- - a -fir9 ~ r e , p n  and washingt~n) 

Averam percent 31.9 53.8 12.1 2.2 

fncludes Select ~ r ~ t s b l e .  


