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Logistics – Q&A 

• Continuing Education Credits 
– Attend entire presentation 

 

• Questions for speakers – chat pod 

 

• Technical difficulties – chat pod or 

email Susan Guynn:  SGUYNN@clemson.edu 



Getting to Know You! 



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 

Bruce Wight 
National Forester 

USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Washington, DC 

Bruce.Wight@wdc.usda.gov  

Conservation Programs for 
Private Forest Owners 
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Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 

December 2012 

Bruce Wight 
National Forester 

USDA-NRCS 

 

Conservation Programs for Private 
Forest Owners 

For more 
information:  

www.nrcs.usda.gov 
Click on “Programs” 
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Conservation Programs 

Background 
• NRCS works with landowners through conservation planning 

and assistance designed to benefit the soil, water, air, plants, 
and animals that result in productive lands and healthy 
ecosystems.  This includes both: 

 Technical Assistance and, 

 Financial Assistance 
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Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 

Conservation Technical Assistance 

Helping Landowners 

• Maintain and improve private lands and their management  

• Protect and improve water quality and quantity  

• Develop and apply sustainable management systems  

• Maintain and improve wildlife and fish habitat  

• Explore opportunities to diversify their operations 

Helping the Land 

• Resource assessment 

• Conservation practice design 

• Resource monitoring 

• Follow-up of installed practices 
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Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 

Conservation Financial Assistance 

Helping Private Forest Landowners 

• The 2008 Farm Bill featured many opportunities for non-industrial private 
forest (NIPF) owners. 

• NRCS and our partners  provide assistance to NIPF 

owners  to apply conservation practices. 

Helping Improve Forestland 

• Restore forest ecosystems (e.g., thinning & planting) 

• Improve water quality 

• Reduce wildfire risks 

• Develop, protect and enhance wildlife habitat 

• Reduce noxious and invasive plants 
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Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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Finding Conservation Financial Assistance 

Working Lands 
Conservation 

Conservation 
Easements 

• Environmental Quality Incentives 

• Wildlife Habitat Incentive 

• Conservation Stewardship 

• Wetland Reserve 

• Healthy Forest Reserve 

• Farm and Ranchland Protection 

For more information:    www.nrcs.usda.gov    Click on “Programs” 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/


Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

Purpose:  promote agricultural production, forest 
management, and environmental quality as compatible goals 

• Assistance for a wide range of 
forestry-related conservation 
practices 

• Applications accepted throughout 
the year 

• Participants enter into a contract to 
implement one or more practices 

 



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 

SLIDE 12 

Wildlife Incentive Program (WHIP) 

• Addresses natural resource concerns 

• Assistance to develop wildlife 
habitat, including T&E species.  

• Land Eligibility:  private ag. land, 
NIPF, Tribal land 

• National and State level - can focus 
program on special areas, habitats, 
species 

Purpose:  develop and improve wildlife habitat 



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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• Targets species whose decline can be reversed and will 
benefit other species with similar habitat needs 

• Seven species identified through a collaborative process 
with partners 

• Selection criteria: 

o Conservation on private land can influence species’ 
outcomes 

o Species’ needs are compatible with agricultural 
practices and rural land management 

o Viable core habitat areas can be protected and 
habitat recovery opportunities exist 

o Partnership opportunities exist 

o Endangered Species Act tools are in place to provide 
regulatory certainty 

o Habitat improvements benefit other species 

 

 

WHIP Focus:   Working Lands for Wildlife  



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) 

Purpose:  encourages producers to increase stewardship 

• Additional conservation activities and to maintain, improve, 
manage existing activities  

• EQIP may be better option for some NIPF owners with 
significant resource concerns. 

• Applicants must: 

o Meet the “stewardship 
threshold” for at least one 
resource concern and; 

o Address one additional priority 
resource concern 



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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Finding Conservation Financial Assistance 

Conservation 

Easements 

• Healthy Forest Reserve 

• Wetland Reserve 

• Farm and Ranchland Protection 

Under the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008, 
authority to enroll new participants or enter new contracts for 
several conservation programs expired on September 30, 

2012, including the Healthy Forest Reserve Program 
(HFRP), and the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP).   



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP) 

Purpose: restore and enhance forest ecosystems  
• Easements, 30-year contracts, and 10-year cost share 

agreements: 
o Promote recovery of T&E species 

o Improve plant and animal diversity 

o Enhance carbon sequestration 

• All private forest lands 
potentially eligible 



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) 

Purpose: restore and protect wetlands 

• Permanent or 30-year easements, 
30-year contracts (Tribal lands 
only), restoration cost-share 
agreements 

• Eligible lands include floodplain 
forests 

• Governments not eligible 

• Ownership change within 7 years – 
not eligible 



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 
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Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program (FRPP) 

Purpose: Help farmers and ranchers preserve their agricultural land  

• Matching funds to “eligible entities” to purchase conservation 
easements 

• Forest land is eligible for inclusion 



Conservation Programs Conservation Programs 

SLIDE 19 

For more information: 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov   -  Click on Programs 

Contact: 

Donna Perla, Acting Director Financial Assistance Programs, donna.perla@wdc.usda.gov  

Mike Hubbs, Acting Director Easement Programs, mike.hubbs@wdc.usda.gov  

Melvin Womack, Director Conservation Technical Assistance, 
melvin.womack@wdc.usda.gov  

  

 

 

 

NRCS Conservation Programs 
Questions? 

 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
mailto:donna.perla@wdc.usda.gov
mailto:mike.hubbs@wdc.usda.gov
mailto:melvin.womack@wdc.usda.gov


Katina Hanson 
Planning and Analysis Branch Chief 
Conservation and Environmental 
Programs Division 
Farm Service Agency 
 



Farm Service Agency 
Conservation Programs 

Katina D. Hanson 

Planning and Analysis Branch Chief 

Conservation and Environmental Programs Division 

December 12, 2012 

 



• Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 

• Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 

• Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) 

• Grassroots Source Water Protection Program (GSWPP) 

• Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program 
(VPA-HIP) 

• Grassland Reserve Program (GRP) – joint with NRCS 

• Biomass Crop Assistance Program (BCAP) 

 

 

Relevant Programs 
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• A voluntary program for eligible landowners to 
receive annual rental payments and cost-share 
assistance to establish resource conserving covers 
on eligible cropland and marginal pastureland 

The Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) 

General Signup Continuous CRP 

enrollment through 
periodic competitive 
signups 

environmentally 
desirable land devoted 
to certain conservation 
practices may be 
enrolled at any time  
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Conservation Reserve Program: 
Continuous Signup 

• Conservation Reserve 
Enhancement Program (CREP) 

• Farmable Wetlands Program 
(FWP) 

• State Acres for Wildlife 
Enhancement (SAFE) 

• Highly Erodible Lands 
Initiative (HELI) 

24 



Conservation Reserve Program: 
Continuous Signup (Continued) 

• Targeted Practices 

o Wetland Restoration 

o Duck Nesting Habitat 

o Habitat Buffers for Upland Birds 

o Pollinator Habitat 

o Longleaf Pine 

25 



Evolution of CRP Over Time 
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Conservation Reserve Program: 
General Signup Today 

• Current enrollment: About 21.5 million acres 
 

• Signup 43 (March 12 – April 13, 2012): 

• Received 48,000 offers on >4.5 million acres 

• 3.9 million acceptable acres 

• Minimum acceptable EBI score of 209 

• Average rental rate per acre = $51 
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Conservation Reserve Program: 
Continuous Signup Today 

• Current continuous CRP enrollment:  Approximately 5.5 million acres 

Approximate Acreage 

CREP 1.3 million 

FWP 340,000 

SAFE 700,000 

HELI 40,000 

Targeted Wetland Practices 720,000 

Upland bird habitat buffers 240,000 

Longleaf pine plantings 120,000 

Other Continuous Practices 2.0 million 
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CRP General Signup Map 

29 Note: Data as of October 2012 



CRP Continuous Signup Map 

30 Note: Data as of October 2012 



CRP 2013 Expiring Acres Map 

31 Note: Data as of October 2012 



Trends in Enrollments 

     Conservation covers 
established through CRP 
are approximately 90% 
grass and 10% trees 
– Grass plantings have been 

trending toward native 
grass 

– Tree plantings have been 
trending toward hardwood 
riparian buffers and 
longleaf pine restoration 

– CRP enrollment is 
becoming more targeted 
over time 
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CRP Soil and Water Quality Benefits 

• CRP protects soil productivity 
by establishing conservation 
covers on fragile cropland to 
reduce sheet, rill and wind 
erosion. 

 

• CRP reduces the nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and sediment 
leaving a field in runoff and 
percolate.  
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CRP Wildlife Benefits 

• Since 1985, CRP has restored >2 million acres of 
wetlands 

• Studies have shown that each year CRP provides 
habitat producing an estimated 2 million additional 
ducks in the Prairie Pothole Region 
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CRP Wildlife Benefits: 
KS Lesser Prairie Chicken (LEPC) 

• Early General CRP 
plantings in Kansas were 
native grasses benefitting 
LEPC 

• LEPC in Kansas have 
expanded their range in 
large part because of 
habitat created by CRP 

KS LEPC Range Pre-CRP 

KS LEPC Range Today 
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Direct Economic Benefits of CRP 

• Improved wildlife habitat 
through CRP has resulted in 
a direct increase in 
economic activity in rural 
areas through hunting and 
other recreational uses 
 

• It is also estimated that over 
50% of CRP enrollees allow 
recreational access to at 
least some portion of their 
CRP land 
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• Emergency funding and technical 
assistance for farmers and ranchers 
to rehabilitate farmland damaged by 
natural disasters 

• Also provides funding to carry out 
emergency water conservation 
measures in periods of severe 
drought 

• Participants receive cost-share 
assistance of up to 75 percent of the 
cost to implement approved 
emergency conservation practices 
*Limited Resource Producers receive up to 90% 

Emergency Conservation Program 
(ECP) 
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Emergency Forest Restoration Program 
(EFRP) 

• Provides payments to eligible 
owners of nonindustrial private 
forest (NIPF) land in order to carry 
out emergency measures to restore 
land damaged by a natural disaster  

• Tree cover must have been on the 
land immediately before the natural 
disaster 

• Cost share may not exceed 75 
percent of the cost of the 
emergency measures 

• Funding availability is subject to 
appropriations 

38 
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Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive Program  
(VPA-HIP) 

• VPA-HIP provides block grants to states and tribal 
governments to encourage owners and operators of 
privately-held farm, ranch, and forest land to voluntarily 
make that land available for public access for wildlife-
dependent recreation, including hunting or fishing 

 

• Lands enrolled in VPA-HIP must provide appropriate 
wildlife habitat 

Photo from AL Rural Water Association 
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Grassroots Source Water Protection Program 
(GSWPP) 

• A joint project with FSA and the nonprofit National 
Rural Water Association (NRWA) designed to help 
prevent source water pollution in States through 
voluntary practices installed by producers and other 
landowners at the local level 
 

• Uses onsite technical assistance capabilities of each 
State rural water association that operates a source 
water protection program in that State  
 

• State rural water associations deliver assistance in 
developing source water protection plans within 
watersheds for the common goal of preventing the 
contamination of drinking water supplies 

Photo from AL Rural Water Association 



Grassland Reserve Program  
(GRP) 

• Voluntary conservation program that 
emphasizes support for working grazing 
operations, enhancement of plant and 
animal biodiversity and protection of 
grassland under threat of conversion to 
other uses 

• Participants voluntarily limit future 
development and cropping uses of the 
land while retaining the right to conduct 
common grazing practices and 
operations related to the production of 
forage and seeding 

41 
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• Provides financial assistance to owners and operators 
of agricultural and non-industrial private forest land 
who wish to establish, produce, and deliver biomass 
feedstocks 

 

• Establishment and annual payments: for producers 
who enter into contracts to produce eligible biomass 
crops on contract acres within BCAP project areas 

 

Biomass Crop Assistance Program 
(BCAP) 
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FSA Conservation Programs  
National Office Contact Information 
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Farm Service Agency 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Conservation and Environmental Programs Division (CEPD) 
1400 Independence Ave. SW, Room 4709-S, Stop 0513 
Washington, D.C. 20250-0513 
 

Phone: 202-720-6221 
 

Fax: 202-720-4619 
 

Website: www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation 
 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/conservation


Find Your Local FSA Office 

44 

Go to www.fsa.usda.gov and click State Offices 

 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/


Questions? 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, 

and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because 

all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities 

who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 

(202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of Discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, 

Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 



Karl Dalla Rosa 
Forest Stewardship Program Director 
US Forest Service 

 



State and Private Forestry 

Cooperative Forestry Programs 

 
Working Across the Landscape with 
States, Private Landowners and A 

Diversity of Partners  

An “All Lands Approach” 

December, 2012 



Our Programs 

 

Forest Stewardship Program 

Forest Legacy Program  

Community Forestry Program 

Urban and Community Forestry  

Ecosystem Services  
 



Forest Stewardship  

Program 

 

• Most extensive private forest landowner technical 

and planning assistance program in the U.S. 

• Assistance delivery through state forest agencies 

and partners – NACD, ATFS, others. 

• Forest Stewardship Plans, workshops, outreach, 

tools for landowners. 

• 20 million acres currently under active Forest 

Stewardship Plans. 

 



Forest Ownership in the U.S., 2006

Family

35%

Other 

Private

21%

Federal

33%

State

9%

Local

2%

U.S. Forest Service, National Woodland Owner Survey
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Private Forest Landowners 
(Data from National Woodland Owner Survey) 

• More than half the forest land in the United States (423 

million acres) is privately owned. 

• 11.1 million owners of 1 acre or more of private forest 

land in the US. 

• 92 percent (10 million owners) are classified as “family 

forest” owners.  

• About 4.3 million owners with 10 acres or greater. 

• One in 5 acres of family forest land is owned by 

someone who plans to sell or transfer some or all of their 

forest land in the next 5 years. 

 

 

 

 



Recent Program Advances 

 

• Priority landscapes 

• SMART 

• Measuring outcomes 

• Gateway to incentives 

• Landscape Stewardship 

• State Forest Action Plans 









Relating  

On-the-Ground 

Accomplishments 

to Priorities  

 



Measuring Outcomes 

• National Plan Monitoring Program 

– Started in 2008 

 

 

 

• Performance-based Allocation 

– Priority Areas Benefited 

http://woodlandownernetworks.ning.com/


Gateway to Assistance and 

Incentives  
• EQIP 

 

• State tax abatement programs 

 

• Forest Certification – ATFS and FSC 

 

• Offset Markets 

 

• Ecosystem Services Markets 

 

• Biomass Energy Production 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.chicagoclimatex.com/index.jsf




State Forest Action Plans 

• 2008 Farm Bill – Amends Cooperative 

Forestry Assistance Act. 

• SFAs replace Statewide Forest 

Stewardship Plans. 

• All lands, landscape based, integrated 

program delivery. 

• Focus on priority places and issues. 

• Lots of variation state to state. 
http://www.forestactionplans.org/ 



 



Karl R. Dalla Rosa 

Forest Stewardship Program Manager 

kdallarosa@fs.fed.us 

 

 

Forest Stewardship Program 

http://www.fs.fed.us/spf/coop/programs/loa/fsp.shtml 

Helping Private Forest Landowners Develop Plans for the Sustainable 

Management of their Forest  

 

National Association of State Foresters 
http://www.stateforesters.org/about/who-we-are 



Questions and Answers 

Ask questions through the chat pod 

 

 
 

 



Session #10  
Conservation Planning Tools for Land Use Planners 

and Natural Resource Professionals   
 

Sarah Reed – Colorado State University and Wildlife 

Conservation Society 

Ryan Scherzinger – American Planning Association 

Rob Baldwin – Clemson University 

 

Wednesday, January 30 at 2:00 pm Eastern 



Future Webinar Topics 

• Many new topics being planned for 2013 
– An All Lands Approach to Ecosystem Services: Water 

Focus 

– Greening Grey Infrastructure Projects: Federal Highway’s 
Eco-Logical, I-90 Snoqualmie Pass East Project 

– Forest Legacy and Conservation Easements: A closer look 
at monitoring and enforcement  

– City and County Open Space Conservation Programs 



Give us your feedback! 

www.fs.fed.us/openspace/webinars 
 

Or Contact 
Susan Stein – sstein@fs.fed.us 

Sara Comas - scomas@fs.fed.us 
Rick Pringle – rpringle@fs.fed.us 

 


