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Forest Land Cover Change (1975-2000) in the Greater Border Lakes Region
Map 2: Period of Most Recent Forest Canopy Disturbance.
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Map Description
This composite map displays the period of forest canopy disturbance derived from the 1975-2000 sequence of land cover data.  
Forest canopy disturbance is defined as a forested pixel changing to a transitional cover type (i.e., herbaceous, brush, regeneration, 
fire scar or blowdown) in successive time steps, indicating stand-replacing disturbance (i.e., overstory removal). Forested pixels 
circa 2000 that were not disturbed within the timeframe of the data were pooled into a stable “Forest” class. The nonforested 
lowlands circa 2000 were pooled into a stable “Open Wetlands” class. Sites that were nonforest throughout the time series but are 
not open lowlands were grouped into a stable “Nonforest” class. This class includes developed areas and upland openings (natural 
or manmade). A research dataset (Wolter et al. 2012) includes Arc Macro Language (AML) code used to construct this map from the 
time series of land cover classifications. 
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Disclaimer
United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service has developed this information for the guidance of its employees, its 
contractors, and its cooperating Federal, State and other agencies. It is not responsible for the interpretation or use of this information 
by anyone except its own employees. The use of trade, firm, corporation, or association names in this publication is for the 
information and convenience of the reader and does not constitute an endorsement by the Department of any product or service. 
This product is reproduced from geospatial information prepared by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service. Geographic 
Information System (GIS) data and product accuracy may vary. They may be developed from sources of differing accuracy, accurate 
only at certain scales, based on modeling or interpretation, or incomplete while being created or revised. Using GIS products for 
purposes other than those or for which they were created may yield inaccurate or misleading results. This information was released on 
the indicated date. The Forest Service reserves the right to correct, update, modify, or replace GIS products without notification.
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