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supporters of and visitors to the park can inform the implementation of the 
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redevelopment plan and their intent to visit once the park opened. The overall study 

Freshkills Park as a Case Study
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sustainable parks
mentioned. 

in a signature park
its reputation as a sustainable city . 

Theoretical Orientation and Literature

AIDA

park studies can frame an array of needs and concerns of residents and park users and 
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Proximity

nearby are likely to visit because of easy access to the park from their home by road or 

Experience History

of past recreational visits or use of a site or set of similar sites. Empirical research in this 

environmental experience to 
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intentions.  

Stages of the New Place-Product Adoption 

Action or AIDA

AIDA model 

that stimulate behavioral reactions. At the core of both the AIDA model and Theory of 

adopters of products.

Familiarity

the amount of information an individual has about a particular recreation site or system 

Place Attachment
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Problem Statement and Hypotheses  

The hypotheses to test proximity, included

The hypotheses to test experience history

Method

Overall Design 
The research method used to study potential visitors to Freshkills Park involved a 
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residents and stakeholders.  

Study Site

small airport. 

Measurement

Figure 1. 
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understand the socioeconomic characteristics of respondents.

Figure 2. 

to recreate.
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presented. 

after the insert.   

Sampling

the Freshkills Park. 

Table 1
Sampling and Response Rates by Band

 Estimated  
 Population N in Sample Survey Response
 by Band by Band by Band
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cellphone-only-households

Survey Administration

and the distant band had 348 responses. 

to check for nonresponse bias. The proportion of respondents from each sample band relative 

n n 

Statistical Analysis
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Results
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 Multivariate Results

F p 
F  p 

F
p 

F = 3.3, p 

F p 
F p

F p F p 

Table 2 
Descriptive Statistics of Sample

Independent Variables: Proximity and Experience History  %
Distance from home to site (miles) (n=1,006)

Experience of living near site (years) (n=972)
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F
= 2.4, p F p

F p 
F p 

F p 
F

p 

Table 3
Relationship between Proximity as a Main Effect and Key Measures

 Nearby Medium Far Statistic

Place attachment to Staten Island (SI)    
Attachment toa

a

Think abouta

Measures on SI parks and recreation    
b

c

Measures on Freshkills Park (FKP)    
b

b 1.5 1.4 1.3 F=2.0
d

e

  
Freshkills Parksf

f

a

b

c

d

e

f

p p 
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F p 
F p 

F p 

Discussion and Implications

Table 4
Relationship between Experience History as a Main Effect and Key Measures

 
                

Place attachment to 
Staten Island (SI)    

Measures on SI parks 
and recreation    

Measures on Freshkills 
Park (FKP)     

development    

Note: 

p p p 
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history primarily on place attachment and familiarity supports past research that those 

supportive of Freshkills Park.  

may be key dissemination points. Nearby or onsite information could also inform nearby 

residents may be more interested in the history of the site and personal connections to it. 

slice-of-daily-life 

Conclusion
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additional markets. 

future study of recent homebuyers and residents can evaluate the consideration of the park 

is an important demonstration of a human solution to a human made problem–one that can 
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