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Snags and cavity trees are important to the structure and ecological function of forest ecosystems,
yet due to operational sampling difficulties and limited resources snags are often not included in
forest inventory. This study tested N-tree distance sampling as a new time saving device for snag
assessment and compared N-tree distance sampling to fixed area sampling and modified horizontal
line sampling (MHLS). Also presented is a novel modification of N-tree distance sampling that
limits the area an observer must search to find tally trees. Results show N-tree distance sampling to
be quick yet generally biased with high variability in snag inventory. Based on our inventory and
time trials of all above-mentioned methods, we give recommendations on operational snag
inventory in similar forest types.




