United States
Department of
Agriculture

FRAN:

Forest Service

Financial Ratio ANalysis
and More

Northeastern
Research Station
General Technical
Report NE-264

Version 2.0 for Windows

Bruce G. Hansen
Arnold J. Palmer, Jr.

Published by:
USDA FOREST SERVICE
5 RADNOR CORP CTR SUITE 200
RADNOR PA 19087-4585
July 1999

Visit our homepage at: http://www.fs.fed.us/ne
Download pubs from http://www.fs.fed.us/ne/home/pubs/pubonlin.html

How to Obtain Copies of FRAN
The computer program described in this publication is available on request with the understanding that the U.S.
Department of Agriculture cannot assure its accuracy, completeness, reliability, or suitability for any other
purposes than that reported. The recipient may not assert any proprietary rights thereto nor represent it to anyone
as other than a Government-produced computer program.
You may obtain copies of FRAN or inquire about its operation by writing or calling either Bruce Hansen or Jeff
Palmer at the USDA Forest Service, Northeastern Research Station, Forestry Sciences Laboratory, 241 Mercer
Springs Road, Princeton, WV 24740 (Telephone: 304-431-2700)

Internet Addresses:
Bruce Hansen: bhansen/ne_pr@fs.fed.us
Jeff Palmer: jpalmer/ne_pr@fs.fed.us

Program Installation
For optimal performance of FRAN, we recommend the following:
*IBM or IBM-compatible PC
*MS Windows® 3.x or Windows® 95
*486 processor or above
*Hard disk drive with at least 5 megabytes of free space
*3.5-inch floppy-disk drive
*Color monitor
To install FRAN, place the program diskette in you computer’s 3.5-inch drive. If you are running Windows 3.1,
select RUN from the File menu and enter A:\SETUP.EXE. If you are running Windows 95, click on START from the
taskbar and select RUN. Enter A:\SETUP.EXE. Follow the instructions on your screen.
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FRAN is a computer-based, stand-alone program designed to generate important
financial and operating ratios from tax and wage forms filed with the Internal Revenue
Service. FRAN generates standard profitability, financial/leverage, liquidity/solvency, and
activity ratios, as well as unique measures of workforce and capital cost and acquisition.
Information produced by the program is of use to bankers contemplating short-term loans,
to bankers and investors contemplating extending long-term credit or taking an equity
position, and to management in securing loans and evaluating operating performance.

The use of trade, firm, or corporation names in this publication is for the information and
convenience of the reader. Such use does not constitute an official endorsement or
approval by the U.S. Department of Agriculture or the Forest Service of any product or
service to the exclusion of others that may be suitable.
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