
USDA FOREST SERVICE & MULE DEER FOUNDATION
MULE DEER CONSERVATION AWARD
[bookmark: _GoBack]We look forward to this opportunity to highlight excellence in wildlife conservation and encourage your participation in identifying units and/or individuals and their accomplishments for national recognition. The Forest Service and the Mule Deer Foundation have enjoyed a partnership for over two decades. The Forest Service’s commitment to this partnership is reflected in the dedicated work being accomplished by its employees in support of conserving and restoring mule deer and black-tailed deer habitats in the western United States. The Mule Deer Conservation Award recognizes a Forest Service unit or individual(s) for outstanding achievements in the conservation of mule deer/black-tailed deer and their habitats.
The FY2019 Mule Deer Conservation Award will be presented at the Mule Deer Foundation Annual Convention, February 13-16, 2020 in Salt Lake City, Utah. Ideally, we would like to present these awards to each recipient in person, but recognize that travel costs. If so, alternative arrangements will be made to recognize the recipients.
Nominations should be submitted electronically to John Shivik, via e-mail at john.shivik@usda.gov. If you have any questions regarding the nomination process, please contact John at (801) 625-5667.
This award is considered annually to recognize a Forest Service unit or employee for development and implementation of a project or projects that exemplify excellence in mule and black-tailed deer conservation. This includes: maintaining and enhancing the productivity of mule deer and black-tail deer populations, their habitats, and associated wildlife on National Forest System (NFS) lands and non-NFS lands.
Since only outstanding accomplishments will be recognized, the award may not be presented annually. The award selection committee will consist of four members: two Forest Service employees (one from the Washington Office and one from the Intermountain Region) and two members of the Mule Deer Foundation.


2019 Mule Deer Conservation Award
Nomination Guidelines:
The nomination must include one project or a group of projects/unit nominated. The intent is to recognize units or individual(s) for either an individual project, or multiple projects. Multiple projects will not necessarily rank higher than single projects. Projects will be evaluated based on their overall value and contributions to mule deer or black-tailed deer conservation.
Submitted projects may include land and habitat protection, management or restoration, conservation education, research or other projects.
Projects should occur on National Forest System lands at a minimum, but projects that include multiple ownerships are encouraged.
The nomination must include a project or projects that have involvement by the Forest Service and Mule Deer Foundation. Other partnerships are encouraged but not required.
Projects may have been initiated prior to 2019, but completion of the project must occur by the submission date of November 15, 2019.
Nominations may include projects from district, forest, region, and/or research units.
A nomination may be re-submitted if it is not selected for an award in a given year. However, the project may not be submitted more than three times.
The Nomination Package (2 page Maximum) Project Description must include:
1. Project Title(s) (provide a title for each project if multiple projects are identified/unit).
2. Nominee: Forest Service unit and/or individuals.
3. Date project(s) initiated and completed (if ongoing, then estimate completion date).
4. Brief narrative of dollars and in-kind contribution for all projects and partners involved (including Forest Service).
5. Brief narrative of the Forest Service unit and/or individuals contributions.
6. Brief narrative of the Partners involved and their contributions.
7. A description of the habitat(s) benefitted and the value and importance (Example: critical winter range, critical migration corridor, fawning area, summer range, etc.) of the habitat(s).
8. Total Acreage affected.
9. Overall benefits and importance for mule deer/blacktail deer and other wildlife species.
10. Name, address, phone, fax, and e-mail of nominator.


