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Regional Forester’s sensitive species requirements under FSM 2670 apply to those units with
land management plans created or revised prior to the 2012 Planning Rule. Upon revision of one
of these plans under the 2012 planning rule, a biological evaluation is required to document the
effect of a plan revision on sensitive species because the 2012 Planning Rule SCC framework is
not in effect until the Record of Decision is final.

The Washington Office will provide additional guidance in the near future regarding the
implementation of the SCC framework during and after a plan revision pursuant to the 2012
Planning Rule. We will monitor implementation of the 2012 planning rule, with respect to the
identification and selection of SCC, and technical guidance will be developed through substantial
consultation with you and your staffs, as well as with the National Advisory Committee for
Implementation of the 2012 National Forest System Land Management Planning Rule. In
addition, the Washington Office will revise FSM 2670 to more closely align with the 2012
Planning Rule. You will be provided with an update to this letter when that occurs.

Finally, please be assured this memorandum, and future guidance or changes to the directives are
not intended to relax our responsibilities to provide ecological conditions to support viable
populations of fish, plants, and wildlife on National Forest System lands.

If you have any questions, please contact Chris French, Director of Ecosystem Management
Coordination, Rob Harper, Director of Wildlife, Fish, Watersheds, Air and Rare Plants, or Allen
Rowley, Director of Range and Vegetation Ecology.

A Salbon_,

IE A. C. WELDON
Deputy Chief, National Forest System



