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Potomac Watershed Partnership

A Large-scale Restoration and Stewardship Project for the Chesapeake Bay
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The Chesapeake Bay is the heart and soul of the Mid-Atlantic Region and the Potomac River is the second largest tributary to the Chesapeake Bay.  Often called the “nation’s river,” the Potomac flows through the nation’s capitol, touching the lives of millions of Americans and foreign visitors each year. The Potomac drains an area of nine million acres in the District of Columbia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia.  A history of agricultural land use and a rapidly expanding urban population presents challenges for future watershed health.  

The Potomac Watershed Partnership builds on the leadership and work of five primary partners: USDA Forest Service - Northeastern Area, State and Private Forestry and George Washington National Forest, Maryland DNR Forest Service, Virginia Department of Forestry, and Ducks Unlimited, Inc.  The Partnership will work to expand collaborative relationships among the local, state and federal natural resource agencies and private conservation groups and communities to accelerate watershed and forest stewardship efforts in the Potomac River Basin.

OUR GOALS 
· Improve water quality and reduce impacts to fisheries, drinking water supplies, and river-based recreation. 

· Restore critical riparian forests and wetland habitats lost in agricultural and urban areas. 

· Increase participation of landowners, communities, businesses, private groups, and government in watershed restoration.

· Reduce the loss and fragmentation of forests due to urban sprawl.
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Reduce the risks of wildfire and improve forest health

PROJECT COMPONENTS
1. Watershed Assessments.   Assemble, synthesize, and analyze existing information on forest and watershed conditions to guide current and future restoration actions. 

2. Riparian and Wetland Restoration.  Improve water quality and aquatic habitats through the restoration of riparian forests and wetlands.  Expand outreach and technical assistance to landowners and communities, and accelerate implementation of the Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program.

3. Upland Forest Stewardship and Fire Risk Reduction. Reduce the impacts of wildfire, insects and disease, forest harvesting and changes in land use on watershed health.  Assist communities in reducing the loss and fragmentation of forest lands due to urban growth. 

4.  Watershed Monitoring and Applied Research.  Expand our knowledge of forest/watershed linkages and evaluate restoration tools and techniques. 
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FOCUS WATERSHEDS

The project will initially target public and private lands in the Monocacy and Antietam River watersheds of Maryland, and the North and South Forks of the Shenandoah River in Virginia.  The George Washington National Forest makes up 23% of the Shenandoah watershed. These watersheds have a variety of problems related to forests and watershed health.   Rivers and streams are seriously impaired due to nutrient and sediment pollution.  Fisheries and wetlands are impacted by past land use and have a high potential for improvement through restoration.  Agriculture is the dominant land use and the pressure of urban growth is great.  Forest health has also been impacted by repeated insect and disease outbreaks and  wildfire.

FY 2000 PROJECT HIGHLIGHTS
· Established public-private watershed restoration teams to expand landowner outreach and assistance. 

· Established watershed Fire Prevention Teams to implement community-based “Firewise” education and reduced fire hazards on 500 acres of forest lands. 

· Implemented WATER (Watershed Awareness To Enhance Restoration)  - a new education program to stimulate involvement in watershed restoration by landowners, schools, and civic groups.  

· Implemented demonstration wetland, riparian and urban greenway projects in each watershed.

· Seventy miles of riparian forest restored on priority streams and 500 acres of wetlands and upland wildlife habitat restored or enhanced through planting, stabilization and prescribed fire.

· Completed watershed characterization reports for each target watershed and completed Phase I of Strategic Forest Assessment and Conservation targeting model.
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Initiated monitoring of restoration projects, formed a public-private Science Advisory Group to help plan future research needs and opportunities, and initiated planning for 2001 Restoration Conference. 

· Expanded partnerships with NGO’s and other agencies.

FINANCES
The USDA Forest Service and its Partners have committed to supporting the Potomac Watershed Partnership Project for five years beginning in FY 2000. The Forest Service has committed over $1.2 million and partner contributions bring total project investments to over $3.5 million per year. 

For More Information
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Contact:  Al Todd, 410-267-5705, atodd@fs.fed.us or Rick Cooksey, 410-267-5706, rcooksey@fs.fed.us
[image: image8.jpg]


[image: image9.jpg]Antietam Creek

North Fork
Shenandoal

South Fork
Shenandoah

Potomac
River Basin

Large Scale Watershed
Restoration Project

Focus
Watersheds

County Boundary
Potomac Watershed
7 Rivers and Streams

[ Focus Watershed

Marylands Strategic
Forest Lands Assessment








MISSION





To create a collaborative effort among partners to restore the health of the land and waters of the Potomac River Basin and thereby enhance the quality of life and overall health of the Chesapeake Bay.
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