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Moving out o crowd to re-
ceive them were Mrs. T. S. Maun-
sell of Vancouver, Wash., Mrs. W.
H. Thorne of Asheville and Dr.
John Ambler of Denver, Colo. |

A fourth plaque was sent to
Dr. Arthur Chase Ambler of
ville who was prevented by
illness from attending the cere-
monies.

In his opening dedication re-
marks, Vessey said ‘‘we gare
standing on a very historic tract

TR ; , MEEof our country who have A
By JOHN PARRIS # W possible the many benefits' our g
Citizen Staff Writer 5 j
#5| CURTIS CREEK—They dedicat-
Zled a historic piece of the ndtion’s
'_ %| heritage to a man and a philos-
€2 ophy here 'in the McDowell Coun-}i;
gty hills Wednesday.
§5| And with it a fitting climax
gl was written to a two-day national
| celebration in Asheville commem-
¥7| orating 50 years of forest conser-
k é vation and development. % of land to do honor to the noted
%1 In a quiet, simple ceremony on RS PR 25 .z Dr. Chase P, Ambler.”
&the banks of . this mountain 4 orts blish %  “We are also honoring his as-
stream, the first tract of national [xE3 i tional forests and. their: pioneer sociates,” he added. “And we
& forest land purchased under pro- |3 ing i forest conservation.” are honoring all who had a part
M visions of the Weeks Law was |8 o . ; , s in the final passage of the Weeks
#4 dedicated to the memory of Dr. [#% | Sét on a foundation of stonep Law 50 years ago.”
% Chase P. Ambler of Asheville.  [§ M from Grandfather Mountam, tbe : Véssey described Dr. Ambler
Thus, the U.S. Forest Service [§ marker was built this summer | 3 as a man who walked tall upon
gave official recognition to o:: GRSE R by Don and David McFalls, em- the earth at a time when the fu-
B 0f the country’s comparatively [Aias d ployes. of the Catawba District for- ture of America’s forests seemed
, S carly-day | R est office at Marion. - % destined for complete destruction.
!we.mplonswn # g “nmzl ¢ and [SEE Yhe : M 2 shoh l' “‘He was a friend of presidents,”
on. - ((RESEREN after 10 a.m. with an. invocation &

i The eyes of the crowd fastened [
on the words: ¢

“You are now entering the first [%
tract of national forest land pur-

a pioneer in forest conservation. [[FEE ¥ Vessey said, “a man who had
e : ; ¢ # great confidence in his country,
A crowd of some 300, gathered [S¥S and who became identified as a
Rt man who greatly helped push the
[ Weeks Law to enactment.
Rz The regional forester said that
e what was probably just as im-
i portant as establishing the na-
tional forests was - the state-
@ federal cooperative protection
S0 program outlined in the Weeks
&% Law. -
“This was a new philosophy,
a new concept, a new revolution

unveiled a marker memorializing

?.:.uAmbfler for his untiring ef- iSEEE '
i o SRS that established federal-state co-i
B% operation and has been and is’
i the backbone of the conserva-i
tion and development of our
B% national forests.
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[ o7 fmm at ' the - nationaz
for of Western North Carolina
will continue to play ‘an important
= part in.the welfare of our people, |
il but this is no time for com-
: placency. i
“We must move rapidly into [F
the next phase—the multiple use
ot only of our public lands bu e
oi au lan .n [l
. At thig point, Vessey sald he
wanted to salute the men of the
‘Forest Service who came. into
this region when the first na-
tional forests were established
because ‘they were faced with a
| task. that seemed impossible.
B “vet” he added, “they set the
foundation and did a job. that has &
resulted in a great program of 19
# protection and development.” 121
| In the crowd, just a dozen feet |
away, was Verne Rhoades of §
Asheville, the first supervisor of }=
the Pisgah National Forest, &
#  Vessey paused. “This has been
a great day — & day to be
remembered,” he said.
And then the Rev. Mr. Polls
moved to the speaker's stand,

fl\m = cm
Dr. MecArdle hurried off to
§ catch a plane for Washington.  £7
! ‘The long string of cars moved £ :
lout down the forest voad, haml-f’@?”a’"
@ ing back to Asheville and then p==
to their homes across the couniiy. S
- Tha Weeks Taw eelebration in
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