


North Cascades National Park, WA.
Photo: National Park Service

Lolo National Forest, Montana.
Map: Bureau of Land Management

 Cost Savings
rural residential development. The Land 
and Water Conservation Fund helps
create contiguous areas of federally
managed lands, which improves fire
management efficiencies and reduces
fire-related costs. Through the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund the U.S. Forest 
Service purchased former properties
that were checkerboard, inholdings,
or adjacent to larger National Forest
Areas, facilitating land management
efficiencies across the board and saving 
taxpayers money.

Reducing Management Costs
San Diego National Wildlife Refuge, California

Many public lands, such as national parks and forests, contain inholdings – lands 
that are privately owned within a federal unit. Land and Water Conservation Fund 
resources have been used to acquire inholdings from willing sellers, making it easier 
and less costly to manage existing public lands. The acquisition of inholdings can 
reduce maintenance and manpower costs by reducing boundary conflicts, simplifying 
resource management activities, and easing access to and through public lands for 
agency employees and the public.

At San Diego National Wildlife Refuge (NWR), the purchase of inholdings through 
the Land and Water Conservation Fund has helped reduce management costs while 
creating habitat corridors. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service added six small, but 
important, inholdings to San Diego NWR in California. These acquisitions on Mount 
San Miguel helped to consolidate federal ownership in the heart of the refuge and to 
protect areas of coastal sagebrush and chaparral that support a variety of rare plants 
and animals. .
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