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LAND ADJUSTMENTS: RESERVES TO FORESTS
The 1911 Weeks Act influenced future reconfigurations. In addition to forming some kind of national fire policy, this act authorized cooperation between the Forest Service and states to protect watersheds through the purchase of lands along headwaters. This attention to watersheds, as part of fire protection, resulted in the adjustment of forest boundaries. Many boundaries set along rivers before 1911 were changed to ridgelines or mountaintops, thus allowing a drainage area to be administered as one unit.60
Not much is known about this forest’s early years. Except for assorted homestead claims filed as a result of the Weeks Act, early records are non-existent, as are biographies on the forest’s early supervisors. Even Bridger National Forest Supervisor William A. Worf recognized in the early 1960s that all photos, clippings, and records “must all be put down as forest history.” Unfortunately, other than inconsistent, hastily composed “History of ______” documents and scrapbooks assembled after Worf’s informal directive, this was never accomplished.64
Yet fire management was given little attention until after that severe fire season.112 The 1911 Weeks Act authorized and funded state and federal cooperation in forestry and fire protection. That same year, California’s District Forester Coert DuBois developed a fire plan with the Stanislaus National Forest as a model. His plan included a network of lookout points on mountaintops. He explained his plan in a 1914 document titled “Systematic Fire Protection in the California Forests,” which served as a basis for fire control in California.
Advances were made in the 1920s. In 1921, Idaho’s Weiser National Forest set up a central dispatch system to facilitate quicker responses to reported fires. In 1924, Congress passed the Clark-McNary Act to supplement the Weeks Act by expanding federal assistance to state forestry programs. States established more forestry programs, and research stations experimented with new fire suppression, control, and detection techniques. The 1920s also saw the adoption of standardized methods of firefighting techniques in Region Four with the publication of a fire control manual.114
FIRE LOOKOUTS
Several forest fires in 1910, particularly in Idaho and Montana, ushered in the 1911 Weeks Act that, among other things, provided funding to improve fire control efforts. This led to the construction of roads, fire breaks, and trails, as well as support structures such as lookout towers, fire caches, and houses. The telephone gained more importance, not only in carrying out forest administration, but also in fire control. Since remote and inaccessible sites relied on quick communication, telephone lines were some if the first improvements constructed.
In 1949, Chief Forester Lyle Watts issued a circular explaining that further site withdrawals of Forest Land under EO 9337 would be done by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Watts instructed the regions to prepare withdrawal requests, giving priority to those in “mineralized lands,” for submission to the WO, who would in turn submit to the BLM. 245 Additional direction in 1950 stated that administrative sites subject to entry should be withdrawn under EO 9337. This did not apply, however, to those that were not subject to entry, or to lands purchased under the Weeks Law and the Receipts Act.246 On the Bridger and Teton National Forests, numerous withdrawals of administrative sites were made in 1955 and 1956 to replace or supplement earlier withdrawals. 
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