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2270.1 - Authority

The general authority for current records and reports is the Forest and Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act of 1974 (88 Stat. 476), as amended by the National Forest Management Act of 1976 (90 Stat. 2947).  This act requires the development and maintenance of a comprehensive and appropriately detailed inventory of all National Forest System lands and renewable resources.  This inventory is to be kept current so as to reflect changes in conditions and identify new and emerging resources and values.

This act also requires annual evaluation reports that show the progress of renewable resource programs, that provide information to aid Congress in its oversight responsibilities, and that improve accountability for expenditures and activities.  Report FS-1900-C, Report of the Forest Service, is furnished to Congress annually when the fiscal budget is submitted.

Section 11 of the Wild Free-Roaming Horse and Burro Act (16 U.S.C. 1331-1340) requires the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior to submit a biannual report to Congress on the administration of the wild horse and burro program.

2270.2 - Objective

To meet the legal requirement of developing and maintaining a comprehensive inventory of range resources information that reflects changes in conditions and identifies new opportunities and values.

2270.3 - Policy

Collect, store, and process range management information for use in activities such as:

1.  Forest land and resource management planning.

2.  Range allotment management planning.

3.  Grazing and livestock use permit administration.

4.  Range improvement inventory.

5.  Wild and free-roaming horse and burro inventory and administration.

6.  Presenting accomplishments and projections for program development and budgeting.

7.  Reporting accomplishments in Report FS-1900-C, Report of the Forest Service.

2271 - FOREST SERVICE RANGE MANAGEMENT INFORMATION SYSTEM

2271.02 - Objectives

The primary objective of the Forest Service Range Management Information System (FSRAMIS) is to provide a uniform system for collection, storage, and retrieval of information used in the management of National Forest System range and related resources.

A corollary objective is to provide information about National Forest System range resources to other Government agencies, Congress, research and educational institutions, and the general public.

2271.03 - Policy

The FSRAMIS database manages statistical data about Forest Service rangeland resources for both internal use and public information (FSH 2209.15, Range Management Annual Reports Handbook).

2271.04 - Responsibilities

2271.04a - Director of Forest and Rangeland 

The Director of Forest and Rangeland shall coordinate data required by the Washington Office to ensure uniform data input.

2271.04b - Regional Forester

The Regional Forester is responsible for management, control and implementation of the FSRAMIS System.  The Regional Forester may elect not to implement FSRAMIS on units that have little or no Range use, or those that do not require an automated system.  This does not relieve the Regional Forester of the responsibility of providing accurate and timely Range Management data in the required formats (FSH 2209.15, Range Management Annual Reports Handbook).

2271.04c - Forest Supervisor

Specific management and control of the Forest database is the responsibility of the Forest Supervisor.

2271.1 - Forest Service Range Management Information System Applications

FSRAMIS was developed for Forest and District level applications.  Data required for Washington Office needs shall be provided in specified data file formats.  This data may be extracted from FSRAMIS databases where they exist.

2272 - REPORT REQUIREMENTS

Complete and submit annual range reports as specified in FSH 2209.15.

2272.04 - Responsibility

2272.04a - Regional Forester

The Regional Forester shall verify the accuracy of data submitted by the Forest Supervisor and submit the required data and reports to the Washington Office.

2272.1 - Reporting Dates

Data must be submitted or made available to the Washington Office for consolidation into national reports.  Report FS-2200-J, Annual Grazing Statistical Report and Associated data file are due annually on July 15.  Report FS-2200-B, Range Management Improvement Accomplishment Report and FS-2200-A, Range Allotment Management Status Report along with the data file are due annually on October 31, FS-2200-E Wild, Free-Roaming Horses and Burros on Public Lands Report is due annually on October 31.

The contents of this guidance document do not have the force and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public in any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity to the public regarding existing requirements under the law or agency policies.
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