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Digest:  

Forest Supervisor’s Responsibility – Update Job Titles and terminology in existing delegation of authority regarding use of motorized equipment within a designated Wilderness.  

2326.04C - Forest Supervisor's Responsibility.
A.  FIRE EMERGENCY

             1.  INITIAL ATTACK
Authority is hereby delegated to the Engineering Protection Group Leader (in consultation with the District Ranger and/or the District Fire Management Officer) to approve/disapprove the use of motorized equipment (i.e. use of powersaws, plus long-lining, sling-loading or landing of helicopters) within designated wilderness areas of the Tonto National Forest, when the following criteria are met:

a.  It is obvious the fire suppression situation involves an inescapable urgency and a temporary need for speed beyond that available by primitive means, AND

b.  When the National Fire Danger Rating for the Forest is "High" or above.  

             2.  SERVICING ONGOING FIRE
a.  A fire that is not contained within a one-hour initial attack period must considered as escaped (the one-hour period begins when the first retardant drop is made, or when the first person arrives on the fire).  At this time, and Escaped Fire Situation Analysis (EFSA) will be promptly prepared, as per FSM 5130.3.  During this interim period of preparation (not to exceed 12 hours), the Engineering/Protection Group Leader is hereby delegated the authority to approve the use of indicated motorized equipment provided the criteria detailed under item #1 Initial Attack are still met.

b.  After approval of the EFSA, the Engineering/Protection Group Leader (after appropriate consultation) is hereby delegated the authority to approve use of motorized equipment (i.e. use of power saws, plus long-lining, sling-loading or landing of helicopter) as per provisions of the EFSA.  Along with suppression of the fire, minimized use of motorized equipment will be a primary objective of all EFSA's involving Wilderness.  Note:  Any person dispatch to a Wilderness fire will be required to be equiped to be totoally self-supporting for a 24-hour period.

c.  Once the fire is contained, opportunities exist for reducing the use of motorized equipment, and use thereof will only be authorized when there is no other practicable alternative.

3.  DEMOBILIZATION
Many opportunities exist for reducing use of motorized equipment during this period.  Authority is hereby delegated to the Engineering/Protection Group Leader to approve the use of helicopters within delegated Wilderness Areas of the Tonto National Forest when the following criteria are met:

a)  Other fire situations dictate prompt retrieval of specialized personnel, AND

b)  no other practicable means of retrieval are available, OR

c)  Personnel would be subjected to unreasonable health and safety hazards if motorized equipment is not utilized.

B.  SEARCH AND RESCUE EMERGENCY

The Forest Supervisor hereby approves the landing of helicopters within designated Wilderness Areas of the Tonto Naitonal Forest in search and rescue situations when the following criteria are met:  

1.  The situation involves an inescapable urgency and temporary need for speed beyond that available by primitive means, AND

2.  The situation is potentially a threat to human life, OR

3.  The situation involves removal of a human body.

Fulfillment of these criteria must be confirmed by the District Search and Rescue Coordinator.  If fulfillment of the criteria can not be confirmed, the matter will be referred to the Public Service Group Leader for decision (See item C.3).

C.  OTHER DELEGATION

Authority is hereby delegated to the Public Service Group Leader (after appropriate consultation) to approve/disapprove the landing of helicopters, or dropping/picking up of any material, supplies, or person via helicopter within designated Wilderness Areas of the Tonto National Forest under the following conditions:

1.  The situation involves an inescapable urgency and temporary need for speed beyond that available by primitive means, AND

2.  Is for the purpose of law enforcement involving a serious crime (including collection of evidence of a very transitory nature) and/or fugitive pursuit, OR

3.  Is for the purpose of search and rescue judged NOT to involve possible loss of human life, OR

4.  Is for the purpose of official investigation of an aircraft accident.

D.  RESPONSIBILITIES

This authorization to the Tonto's Engineering/Protection Group Leader and Public Service Group Leader is not redelegable.  For all situations which do not fall within specified criteria or time frames in items #A, B, or C above, or during periods when these individuals are unavailable, authority to approve will be with the Forest Supervisor, Deputy, or Acting Forest Supervisor, as per FSM 1239.

Each District Ranger will personally involve him or herself in the decision-making process whenever possible.  In all cases, the Regional Forester's desire to minimize the use of motorized equipment within designated Wilderness Areas will be recognized.

Whenever motorized equipment is authorized, the authorizing officer shall notify the Forest Dispatcher.  It will be the responsibility of the Forest Dispatcher to keep notes in the Dispatcher's log concerning such authorizations.  
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