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Digest:  Installation of low voltage electric distribution lines and local telephone line on National Forest lands be placed underground.

2728 - Utilities and Communications
The telephone and electric utility industry has made great progress in developing equipment and procedures for installing buried lines.  Such installation is feasible except for certain higher voltage electric lines  and for some telephone lines involving large numbers of circuits.  Underground installations are desirable in maintaining environmental integrity.

Because of Forest Service responsibilities toward aesthetics in the National Forest and because of Forest Service leadership in implementing procedures to improve the appearance of Federal properties, we have established the following policy:

All low voltage electric distribution lines and  all local telephone lines installed on National Forest lands will be placed underground if at all feasible.  The utility company or applicant will be required to submit special analyses and justification statement in support of the special use application where they feel undergrounding is not feasible.  The statement should include cost analyses and comparisons.  Such statements and analyses by the applicant will be incorporated in the environmental analysis report and will be considered in the decision by the Forest Service.
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