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5703 - POLICY

The Regional Aviation Officer (RAO) and Regional Special Agent, shall approve all flight missions involving law enforcement activities that present personal hazard to pilots, crewmembers, and/or passengers.  This policy includes the operation of all Forest Service owned, contracted, leased or cooperator operated aircraft.

The only exception to this policy is under emergency circumstances, or when the aircraft and pilot are released from contract obligation by the Contracting Officer, and the requesting Agency assumes responsibility.  In such cases, the responsible Contracting Officer, or delegated representative, will assure that the pilot and owner are informed of any potential dangers associated with the operation.  Advise the Regional Special Agent and the RAO, of such arrangements as soon as possible, and follow up any exceptions with a SAFECOM.

The Contracting Office, or delegated, representative may decline any request for release of an aircraft from contract, if the flight is not in the interest of the Forest Service.

5704.3 - Regional Foresters 

The Aviation Group, Aviation and Fire Management, PCR, is responsible for the Regional Aviation Program management.
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